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Govt appoints
former SC
judge Hemant
Gupta as chief
of NDIAC

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

TWO MONTHS after his retire-
ment as a judge of the Supreme
Court, the Centre has appointed
Justice Hemant Gupta as
Chairperson of the New Delhi
International Arbitration Centre.

In a notification issued
December 19, the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet ap-
proved Justice Gupta’s appoint-
ment. He retired on October 16,
after a four-year tenure in the top
court.

During his tenure as a judge
of the apex court, Justice Gupta
delivered several important
judgments, including the verdict
in the Karnataka Hijab ban case.
In the split verdict in the Hijab
case, Justice Gupta, just three
days before his retirement, had
dismissed the appeals challeng-
ing the March 15 judgement of
the Karnataka High Court which
had refused to lift the ban. Justice
Sudhanshu Dhulia disagreed
with Justice Gupta.

Justice Gupta was also part of
another two-judge bench split ver-
dict delivered in August this year
in which the Karnataka High
Court’s decision allowing the use
of Idgah Maidan in Bengaluru's
Chamarajpet for Ganesh Chaturthi
celebrations was challenged. The
case was heard by a three-judge
bench the same day which stayed
the High Court ruling.

The Centre also appointed
Ganesh Chandru, Partner at Dua
Associates, and Advocate Anant
Vijay Palli as its part-time mem-
bers. Palli is the son of former
Punjab and Haryana High Court
Judge P K Palli and is married to
Justice Rekha Palli, judge of the
Delhi High Court. His brother,
Justice Arun Pallj, is currently a
judge of the Punjab and Haryana
High Court.
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YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, DECEMBER 21

KNOWN TO the world as the
'Bikini Killer', Charles Sobhraj, the
notorious serial killer and French
citizen who has spent close to two
decades in Kathmandu prisons,
will soon walk free.

On Wednesday, the Supreme
Court of Nepal ordered Sobhraj's
release within 15 days and hisim-
mediate deportation to France.

A division bench of Justice
Sapana Pradhan Malla and Justice
Dil Kumar Shrestha ordered
Sobhraj's release on “humanitar-
ian grounds” under rules that al-
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REVIEW MEETING: COVID IS NOT OVER YET, CAUTIONS HEALTH MINISTER

Covid advisory =
again: Random

test at airports, i
try touse mask £

Two cases of sub-variant BE.7 reported
in India so far — from Odisha, Gujarat

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

REVIEWING THE situation in
India in view of rising cases in
China and some other countries,
Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Wednesday
urged people to follow Covid-ap-
propriate behaviour, including
wearing masks, maintaining so-
cial distancing, washing hands
frequently, and getting vacci-
nated. He also directed officials
to “fully gear up and strengthen
surveillance”.

Official sources said random
testing of international passen-
gers on arrival will start again. It
had stopped after a revision in
travel advisories in November-
end. Prior to that, 2% of interna-
tional passengers were being
randomly tested at airports.

Sources in Delhi said two
cases of the Omicron sub-vari-
ant BE.7, which is reported to be

driving the surge in China, have
been detected in India so far —
the first in Odisha in September,
and the second in Gujarat in
November. “The cases were de-
tected a while back and haven't
spread so far. It is likely to be sim-
ilar to other variants that were
on the watch list for other coun-
tries but resulted in marginal in-
crease in cases in India,"” said a
senior official.

(In Gujarat, officials said two
cases of the sub-variant had
been reported — in Vadodara in
September, and in Ahmedabad
in November — and both pa-
tients have since recovered.

A press release issued by the
Vadodara Municipal Corporation
said a 61-year-old woman, who
had arrived from the US on
September 11 this year, had
tested positive for the sub-vari-
ant. “The patient had taken three
doses of the Pfizer vaccine and
was in home isolation,” it said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Poll bonds account for
10% to 100% donations
to regional parties

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

FROM 100% of all grants, dona-
tions and contributions received
by the Biju Janata Dal to about
10% of all declarable contribu-
tions to the Samajwadi Party in
2021-2022, electoral bonds con-
tributed a large chunk of the in-
come of regional parties in the
last financial year.

According to the BJD’s annual
audit report for 2021-2022,
which was published by the
Election Commission on its web-
site Wednesday, the party de-
clared it received Rs 291 crorein
the category of “grants, dona-
tions and contributions” and the
entire amount was in the form
of electoral bonds. The income
from electoral bonds accounted
for 94% of the total income of the
BJD: Rs.307.28 crore.

Similarly, the YSR Congress
Party’s annual report showed
the party received Rs 60 crore
from electoral bonds in 2021-

low for 25 per cent waiver on the
punishmentawarded to any con-
vict above 65 years of age.

Sobhraj's release comes 10
months before he would have
completed his life term.

Wanted in Nepal foramurder
committed way back in the 70s,
he was arrested in 2003 from a
casinoin Kathmanduwhenhear-
rived on atourist visa, before being
tried and convicted.

Sobhraj had thentold hisinter-
rogators thathe was under theim-
pression that, like in some other
countries, Nepal had 'laws of lim-
itation' which would have given
himimmunity for crimes commit-
ted more than 20 years ago.
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Therule,
and the
® exemption

EXPLAINED

POLITICAL PARTIES are
required to submit de-
tails of all contributions
in excess of Rs 20,000
each to the ECl in their
annual reports. However,
contributions from elec-
toral bonds are exempt
from the requirement
and most prominent na-
tional and state parties
do not include them in
their contribution
reports.

2022 and it accounted for 64% of
its total income of Rs.93.72 crore
and 75% of the income from
grants, contributions and dona-
tions. The Telangana Rashtra
Samithi, which recently changed
its name to Bharat Rashtra

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Sobhraj also served time in
Indiafor 21 years, whichincluded
a 22-day break period when he
escaped Delhi’s Tihar Jail in 1986.
Back then, he had drugged prison
guards on the pretext of sharing
sweets for his birthday.

But once they got him, police
in Nepal reopened an investiga-
tion from 1975 — of the murder of
US citizen Connie Jo Bronzich,
who was killed in Kathmandu by
Sobhraj, who had approached her
by posing as a “charming” gem
dealer.

The body of Bronzich, who
was staying in the same hotel as
Sobhraj, was found lying in a de-
serted area around 20 km from
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Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya chairs a review meeting with experts and
officials in view of rising Covid-19 cases in some countries, on Wednesday. ANI

Minister tells Rahul to follow Covid
protocol, Congress asks why just us

ANONNADUTT
& MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

WITH HEALTH Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya asking
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi to
either follow “all Covid-19 guide-
lines” during his Bharat Jodo
Yatra or suspend it “in national
interest”, the Congress hit back
at the government on
Wednesday, accusing it of selec-
tively targeting its programme.
Inaletter addressed to Rahul
and Rajasthan Chief Minister

Ashok Gehlot on Tuesday,
Mandaviya wrote: “Please en-
sure that in the ongoing Bharat
Jodo Yatra in Rajasthan, all Covid-
19 guidelines are strictly fol-
lowed, masks and sanitisers are
used, and only those vaccinated
against Covid-19 participate.
People must isolate themselves
before and after they join the ya-
tra... Ifitis not possible to follow
these Covid-19 protocols, then,
keeping the public health situa-
tion in mind, please suspend the
Bharat Jodo Yatra in the national
interest...”

The yatra completed its

Rajasthan leg on Tuesday and
entered Haryana on Wednesday
morning,.

Mandaviya said he wrote the
letter after three MPs from
Rajasthan wrote to him saying
many people who had partici-
pated in the yatra had contracted
the infection. He said Himachal
Pradesh  Chief = Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, who
participated in the yatra some

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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Watching China border: CCS clears
high resolution cameras for I'TBP

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

AMID SIMMERING tension
along the India-China border fol-
lowing the recent clash between
Indian and Chinese troops, the
Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS) has approved the procure-
ment of around 17 high-resolu-
tion cameras for the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) to
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monitor the activities of Chinese
forces, The Indian Express has
learnt.

The demand for high-resolu-
tion cameras was part of the
ITBP's modernisation plan-1V,
which was sent to the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA), it is
learnt.

Sources told The Indian
Express that the cameras will be
among key technical equipment
being procured under the plan.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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US university that

signed MoU with UP
govt had its approval
revoked days earlier

State says tie-up not with university
but consulting group; founder says
students were online, blames Covid

Moustafa (2nd from left) with UP minister Suresh Khanna
and former minister Sidharth Nath Singh. AN file

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

ON DECEMBER 18, the Uttar
Pradesh government announced
inan official statement the sign-
ing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
“Austin University in San
Francisco, USA, to build a
Knowledge Smart City at the cost
of USD 42 billion (about Rs
35,000 crore)”. The MoU was de-

scribed as one of the several
signed by the state in its latest
push to attract investment from
abroad.

On Wednesday, UP's
Additional Chief Secretary
(Infrastructure and

Development) Arvind Kumar
clarified that the MoU was
signed not with the university
but “Austin Consulting Group”.
Official records from the US,
reviewed by The Indian Express,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Bali echoed PM advice to Putin, now CIA chief
says Modi concern has had impact on Russians

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

WEEKS AFTER the G20 Bali
Declaration echoed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s “not
an era of war” advice to Russian
President Vladimir Putin, CIA
Director William ] Burns has said
concerns raised by Modi and

Chinese President Xi Jinping over

Charles Sobhraj had spent two decades in India jail earlier.
The Nepal SC has now ordered his release. Archive

William ]
Burns, CIA
Director.
Reuters file

the Kremlin’s threat to use nu-
clear weapons has had an “im-
pact on the Russians”.

In an interview to US public

the building.

Sobhraj was convicted by the
district and appellate courts and
the Supreme Court.

Sobhraj, 78, had petitioned the
government seeking early release
citing a poor heart condition and
dental problems. Over the years,
the French embassy in
Kathmandu too lobbied for
Sobhraj's release.

“..During the pendency of the
petition, | have been suffering from
amajor heart disease requiringan
open heart surgery of the replace-
ment of heart left valve and a re-
pair of the right valve..,” Sobhraj
had said in an application to the
Frenchembassy on August4,2017.

GOVT & POLITICS

INDIA CAUCUS: CHINA
AGGRESSION REASON
TOSTRENGTHEN
INDIA-U.S.TIESPAGE 10

broadcaster PBS, Burns said,
“Well, he’s done — there’s been
some, I think, very dangerous

In an exclusive interview to
The Indian Expressin 2017,Sobhraj,
who had collapsed in jail a few
days earlier and was scheduled to
undergo a valve replacement at
the Gangalal Heart Centre in
Kathmandu, said, “I don’t know if
[ will survive this. I have been
threatened with death in the
courtroom. Besides, the risk fac-
tor of an open heart surgery in
Nepal is higher than France. In
Nepal, it is between 3-5 per cent
whilein Franceitisonly 1 per cent.
But the cardiologists here have de-
cided I should have the replace-
ment as quickly as possible since
thereis significant damage inone
valve and mild damage to the

nuclear sabre-rattling that Putin
and others around him have
done. That was part of the con-
versation I had with one of my
Russian intelligence counter-
parts, Sergey Naryshkin.”
Asked where he saw it going,
he said, “Well, I think the sabre-
rattling is meant to intimidate.
We don’t see any clear evidence
today of plans to use tactical
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

. 2 decades mNepal ]all Blklﬂ Klller Charles Sobhra] to walk free

other. Of course, I am nervous
about all this.”

Sobhraj's notoriety earned
him nicknames such as ‘Bikini
Killer’, (many of his victims were
mostly backpacking Western
tourists in Asia) and 'Serpent’ for
the skill with which he evaded the
police.

His modus operandi allegedly
involved drugging his victimsand
then killing them. It is estimated
that Sobhraj, who was most active
between 1972 and 1976, killed 15-
20 people in this period.

Sobhraj's chillingmurdersand
jailbreaks have been recounted in
countless documentaries, movies
and books.
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AVATAR THE WAY OF WATER: ALL HAIL JAMES CAMERON FOR PUTTING MARVEL IN

ITSPLACE

James Cameron’s ‘Avatar: The Way of Water’ alternately embraces and rejects genre tropes. And nothing is
as dazzling as the second act stretch in which the movie forgoes plotin favour of endless vibes.
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Won’t execute warrant
against TMC leader until
Jan 9, ED tells Delhi HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) on Wednesday made an
oral statement before Delhi High
Court that it will not execute the
production warrant issued by a
trial court against Trinamool
Congress leader Anubrata
Mondal until January 9, 2023.
The production warrant was
issued in a money laundering
probe related to the cattle smug-
gling case in West Bengal.
Following the agency's oral
statement, a single-judge bench
of Justice Jasmeet Singh listed
the matter on January 9, 2023.
Mondal, in judicial custody at a
jail in West Bengal's Asansol at
present, has challenged a
December 19 orderissued by the
Rouse Avenue Court in Delhi to
produce him. The order was is-
sued on a plea moved by the ED.
On Wednesday, the ED's
counsel said at the outset that the
matter be kept for December 23.
Appearing for Mondal, senior ad-
vocate Abhishek Singhvi said that
aslong as the agency does not ex-
ecute the production warrant un-
til after the court vacation, the
matter can be taken up once the

High Courtreopens. Also appear-
ing for Mondal, senior advocate
N Hariharan informed the court
that the production warrant is-
sued against Mondal is expiring
in between the vacation period.
Thereafter, the ED counsel said
he will write an email to the au-
thorities in Asansol jail for not ex-
ecuting the production warrantas
of now. The HC thereafter renoti-
fied the matter for January 9,2023.
Earlier in the day, Mondal's
pleawaslisted before another sin-
gle-judge bench of Justice Anup
Jairam Bhambhani, where
Hariharan submitted that the mat-
ter be transferred to court of Justice
Jasmeet Singh, as other connected
matters were listed before him
and also since there is an urgency
in the matter of the present plea.
On Tuesday, a lower court in
Birbhum district sent Mondal to
seven-day police custody in an
attempt to murder case that was
registered on Monday evening.
Although the incident involving
the alleged attempt to murder
took place in 2021, the FIR was
filed on Monday evening, hours
after a court in New Delhi
granted a production warrant to
the ED to bring Mondal to Delhi
for questioning in connection
with the cattle smuggling case.

KERALA FOREST BUFFER ZONE

Won'’t take any action
that would affect
people’s lives: Pinarayi

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPRUAM,
DECEMBER 21

KERALA CHIEF Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan Wednesday said that his
government would not take any
action that would affect the lives
and livelihood of the people with
regard to fixing buffer zones for
protected forest tracts in the state.
Addressing the media,
Vijayan blamed the Opposition
for creating misunderstandings
among the people in the issue.
“The government has no am-
biguity on the buffer zone issue.
The Opposition is trying to hide
real facts to spark emotional out-
burst from people against the gov-
ernment. The government is com-
mitted to ensuring that no action
is taken to affect people’s lives
evenasit remains watchful in pro-
tecting the environment,” he said.
The chief minister’s remarks
came in the wake of mounting
protest from farmers in the hilly
regions against an alleged faulty
survey report on the structures
in the proposed one-km buffer
zone for 22 wildlife sanctuaries

{;fﬂf " Kerala Chief
tg’&; Minister
\ Pinarayi
@ Vijayan

and protected forest belts in the
state after the June verdict of the
SC. The court wanted areporton
the existing structures in the pro-
posed zone abutting the forests.

Explaining the incidents that
led to the present imbroglio,
Vijayan said the Congress-led
UPA government had intro-
duced a 10 km buffer zone as
part of its Wildlife Conservation
Strategy, 2002. “During the sec-
ond UPA regime, then Union
Forest and Environment
Minister Jairam Ramesh had de-
clared the buffer zone and he
had been very obstinate about it.
He had even blamed the state
governments stating they were
delaying the implementation of
the buffer zone,” said Vijayan.

Vijayan said when the Centre
wanted a 10 km buffer zone
from the boundaries of forests,
the Congress governmentin the
state extended it to 12 km.

Over 50% CUET candidates

from Delhi, UP:

MOKSHIDA BHAT
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

DELHI AND UP account for over
half the number of candidates
who appeared for Central
University Entrance Test (CUET)
this year, the Union Ministry of
Education(MMoE) told Parliament.

Replying to a question, MoS for
Education Subhas Sarkar in-
formed Rajya Sabhalast week that
9.25lakh candidates appeared for
CUETinJuly and August,of whom
4.81 lakh were from Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh. This was followed
by Bihar (84,496 candidates)
Madhya Pradesh (52,385), and
Haryana (46,206), Sarkar replied.

CUETisthefirst single gateway
for admission to undergraduate
programmies at all central univer-

Govt in House

sities. Data from the National
Testing Agency (NTA) shows that
90 universities used CUET scores
for admissions this year.

The examination's debut this
year was marred by technical
glitches. Repeated rescheduling
of the exam was said to have led
to a delay in the start of admis-
sions to undergraduate pro-
grammes this year. However, the
Ministry of Education dismissed
the allegation in Parliament
while replying to a question
from Congress MP Deepak Baiji.

Citing DU’s example, Sarkar
said classes this year started ear-
lier than last year. “Last dates for
admissions in the University of
Delhi during the last three years
were as follows: 31.08.2019(2019-
20), 15.01.2021 (2020-21) and
31.12.2021(2021-22),” he stated.
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Covid advisory again: Put on masks, test at airports

The Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation said a 57-year-old
man, who had arrived from
Australia on November 11, had
tested positive for the sub-variant.
“He was asymptomatic. He re-
turned to Australia on November
21. All his family members were
also asymptomatic at that time,”
said Dr Bhavin Solanki, medical of-
ficer.)

In Odisha, the sub-variant was
found in the sample of a woman
from Khordha district who got
tested before travelling to the US.

The parent sub-variant BA.5
accounted for 2.5% of all the sam-
ples sequenced in India in
November, according to data from
the country’s Sars-CoV-2 genome
sequencing consortium INSACOG.
To keep an eye on any emerging
variants, Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan wrote to all states
and UTs on Tuesday, asking them
to sequence all positive samples
onadaily basis.

“Covidis notoveryet.Ihave di-

rected all concerned to be alert
and strengthen surveillance. We
are prepared to manage any situ-
ation,” Mandaviya tweeted after
the review meeting on
Wednesday.

During the meeting, attended
by experts and senior officials,
Mandaviya was briefed on the
global Covid situation and the do-
mestic scenario, including the pre-
paredness of all stakeholders.

According todata presented at
the meeting, the number of daily
cases has remained low in India,
with an average of 158 positive
cases reported per day during the
week ending December 19.
Globally, there has been an in-
creasing trend over the last six
weeks, with anaverage of 5.91akh
cases reported daily during the
week ending December 19.

While over 90% of eligible ben-
eficiaries have received the first
two doses of the Covid-19vaccine,
the coverage of the precaution
dose, which began earlier this

e Donations to regional parties

Samithi, received Rs 153 crore in
electoral bonds, accounting for
70% of its total income of Rs
218.11 crore and 79% of the in-
come from grants, contributions
and donations.

Almost 10% of the SP’s declar-
able donations in 2021-2022
came from electoral bonds re-
ceived by the party in the mail,
according to its contribution re-
port submitted to the EC.

The Samajwadi Party’s an-
nual contribution report showed
that the party received a total of
Rs 33,00,55,516 in donations
fromindividuals, companies and
electoral trusts. Political parties
are required to submit the details
of all contributions in excess of
Rs 20,000 each to the EClin their
annual reports as per the
Representation of the People Act,
1951.

However, contributions from
electoral bonds are exempt from
the requirement and most
prominent national and state
parties do not include them in
their contribution reports.

The Samajwadi Party chose
to declare contributions of Rs
3.21 crore in electoral bonds. The
bonds were received on two
days - January 10 and January
12, 2022 - via post. For the six
electoral bonds declared in the

report, the party wrote: “elec-
toral bond, by post no name” as
the description.

In the years since the
Electoral Bond Scheme was in-
troduced by the government in
2018, the Samajwadi Party has
declared its electoral bonds in
the contribution report in one
other year - 2019-2020, whenit
received electoral bonds of Rs 10
crore, 10 bonds of Rs 1 crore
each. These accounted for the
majority of its total contribu-
tions that year: Rs 15.23 crore.
The party’s total declared con-
tributions went up from Rs
50.44lakhin 2020-2021 toRs 33
crorein 2021-2022, likely due to
the recovery after the outbreak
of the Covid-19 pandemic in
2020.

While the annual audited re-
ports of all major national par-
ties for 2021-2022, including the
BJP and Congress, are not avail-
able yet, in 2020-2021, the BJP
declared Rs 22.38 crore in in-
come from electoral bonds, just
under 4% of its total income from
voluntary contributions.

The Congress got about 10%
of its total income from contri-
butions through electoral bonds
in2020-2021,according toits re-
port submitted to the Election
Commission.

year, has remained low. According
toministry data, only 27% of eligi-
ble beneficiaries had received the
third dose till September-end, at
the conclusion of a 75-day pro-
gramme to provide free booster
shots to all adults.

According to data from the
government’s COWIN platform,
the numbers remained low after
that - only 96.3 lakh third doses
were administered from October
1 to December 20.

During the meeting, it was
highlighted that Kerala,
Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Telangana and Tamil Nadu are the
top five states contributing to the
daily case load. These five states
accounted for 84% of the daily
new cases reported on December
20. Among those present at the
meeting on Wednesday were NITI
Aayog member (Health) Dr VK
Paul, Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR)Director General
Rajiv Bahl, National Technical
Advisory Group onImmunisation

(NTAGI) Chairman Dr N K Arora,
and the secretaries of health, de-
partment of pharmaceuticals, de-
partment of biotechnology,
Ayush.

The government will hold a
meeting again next week to mon-
itor the situation.

In his letter on Tuesday,
Bhushan noted that a “sudden
spurt of cases (was) being wit-
nessed in Japan, United States of
America, Republic of Korea, Brazil
and China”.

Other than increased surveil-
lance, there is no change in proto-
col for international arrivals as of
now. The protocol revised last
month does away with the need
for either a negative RT-PCR or
complete vaccination certificate.
It said in-bound passengers
should “preferably be fully vacci-
nated as per the approved pri-
mary schedule of vaccination
against Covid-19intheir country.”

WITH ENS INPUTS FROM
VADODARA, AHMEDABAD

e CIA chief .Oil Modi

nuclear weapons.”

“We have made very clear, the
(US) President has made very
clear to the Russians what the se-
rious risks of that would be. I think
it’s also been very useful that Xi
Jinping and Prime Minister Modi
inIndia have alsoraised their con-
cerns about the use of nuclear
weaponsas well. Ithink that’s also
having an impact on the
Russians,” he said.

The CIA chief's comments are
perceived as an endorsement of
India’s carefully calibrated posi-
tion on the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. While not explicitly crit-
icising Moscow for the war, Delhi
has raised concerns on the Bucha
massacre of civilians as well as
Putin’s nuclear rhetoric.

In September, on the sidelines
of the SCO Summitin Samarkand,
Uzbekistan, Modi told Putin that
this was “notan eraof war” —and
this was also reflected in the Bali
Declaration of the G20 Summit
last month.

India’s diplomatic tightrope
walk is seen as paying some divi-
dends as it seeks to balance
Western interests and Russian
sensitivities.

On December 16, days after it
became clear that Prime Minister
Modi was not going to Russia for
the annual summit this year, Putin

e Minister tells Rahul to follow Covid norms

days ago, had also tested positive.

“I consulted experts in the
ministry and, on the basis of those
discussions, I wrote letters to both
Gehlot and Gandhi. I asked them
to take adequate precautions and
follow Covid protocol. But, since
this morning, I have been sub-
jected to questioning... As the
Health Minister of the
Government of India, it is my re-
sponsibility to ensure that Covid
doesn’t spread,” said Mandaviya.

Congress leaders asked if he
would send similar letters to the
BJP’s Karnataka and Rajasthan
units whichare also organising ya-
tras. Jairam Ramesh, AICC general
secretary in charge of communi-
cations, pointed out that
Parliament was meeting normally
and masks were no longer com-
pulsory anywhere, including on
flights. “The BJP has organised ya-
tras in Rajasthan and Karnataka.
There has been no advisory from
the Centre to states of late, except
the one issued yesterday on
genome sequencing, It also bears
recall that in March 2020, the
Modi government delayed impo-
sition of lockdown by at least a
week to enable the toppling of the
Congress government in Madhya
Pradesh,” he said.

Saying that “public healthis far
too serious an issue on which to
play party politics”, he added: “If
there is a protocol for gatherings,

the Bharat Jodo Yatra will abide by
itundoubtedly”.

“The Union Health Minister
writes to Rahul Gandhion the ba-
sis of a letter sent to him by a BJP
MP from Rajasthan who alleges
that Bharat Jodo Yatra has not
been following Covid protocol.
This MP’s letter was sent follow-
ing the enormous success of
BharatJodo Yatrain his state,” said
Ramesh. “I can understand that
the BJP is afraid and is in trouble
after seeing the success of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra.”

Pawan Khera, AICC mediade-
partment head, spoke on similar
lines. “We are wondering why a
similar letter was not sent to the
president of the BJP in Rajasthan,
Satish Poonia, whois carrying out
a Jan Akrosh Yatra there. We un-
derstand thereis not much ofare-
sponse to the Jan Akrosh Yatra.
There are no people there.”

Saying that the BJPwasalso or-
ganising a yatra in Karnataka, he
said: “Has the health minister also
sent this letter to the Karnataka
BJP? We want to know. Today;, if
you were to travel by air, nobody
would ask you to wear a mask or
use sanitiser.” Why has the gov-
ernment of India not introduced
stringent measures in public
transport, he asked. “Why just
Rahul Gandhi, why just Congress
party, why just Bharat Jodo Yatra?
Have they postponed the

Parliament session? If physical
Parliament can take place, if the
Jan Akrosh Yatra can take place, if
the BJPyatrain Karnataka cantake
place, if there is no mask compul-
sory inair travel, why are you pick-
ing on Rahul Gandhi and Bharat
Jodo Yatra? Please announce
Covid protocol, we will all follow
it,” he said.

Inaseries of tweets, Gehlotac-
cused the BJP of attempting to
suppress the groundswell of sup-
port for the Congress that the ya-
tra had generated. “This clearly
shows that BJP’s aim is to disturb
the Bharat Jodo Yatra, fearing the
increasing public support. Two
days ago, the Prime Minister held
arally in Tripura where no Covid
protocol was followed. During the
second wave of Covid, the PM ad-
dressed huge rallies in Bengal. If
the purpose of the Union Health
Minister was not political, then his
concern is justified, then he
should have written the first let-
ter to the Prime Minister,” he said.

Responding to the Congress
attack, Mandaviya said he was do-
ing his duty and subjecting himto
such questioning at the behest of
a“particular family” amounted to
obstruction from discharging his
duty. “I am a small member in
pradhan sevak’s team...How can
I question special people? If that
is the mindset then I don’t have
any answers,” he said.

and he discussed the situation in
Ukraine and India-Russia bilateral
ties in a telephone conversation.
This was their fifth phone conver-
sation since the Russian invasion
of Ukraine.

Asked about cooperation be-
tween the Russians and the
Chinese, Burns, who served as
Deputy Secretary of State in the
Obama administration, said, “I
don't think any foreign leader has
paid more careful attention to
that war and Russia's poor mili-
tary performance than Xi Jinping
has, as he thinks about his own
ambitions in Taiwan and else-
where.”

“A few weeks before Putin
launched his invasion in Ukraine,
when they met at the Winter
Olympics in Beijing, they pro-
claimed a friendship without lim-
its. So, it turns out that there actu-
ally are some limits to that
partnership, at least in terms of
President Xi's reluctance to sup-
ply the kind of military assistance
to Putin that he's asked for in the
course of the war in Ukraine.”

“So,Iwouldn't underestimate
for a moment the commitment
between the Chinese and Russian
leaderships to that partnership.
But it's been interesting to watch
the Chinese leadership's reaction
to the war in Ukraine,” he said.

“As of now, the cameras have
a zoom-in feature of 40-50
megapixel. But the force has de-
cided to procure cameras with a
zoom-in feature of 100 megapixel.
All these cameras will be used in
border areas for surveillance,”
sources said.

Alongwith the Army, the [TBP
is responsible for guarding 3,488
kmof the India-Chinaborderand
manning 180 Border Out Posts
(BOPs) at altitudes ranging from
9,000-18,750 ft in the western,
middle and eastern Himalayas --
from Karakoram Passin Ladakh to
Bum La in Arunachal Pradesh.

The Army guards land along
the Line of Control with Pakistan,
with the BSF -- and the Line of
Actual Control with China, with
the ITBP. The ITBP had been allo-
cated Rs 7,461.28 crore from the
Centre in the Budget for this fiscal
compared toRs6,965.02 crore last
time. “Since modernisation plan-
IIl came to an end on December
31,2021, modernisation plan-IV
for CAPFs was approved by CCSto
be implemented till March 31,
2026,” MHA officials said.

On December 9, troops from
India and China clashed in
Arunachal Pradesh's Tawang sec-
tor, beating each other with sticks
and canes, in the closest such en-
counter since the deadly Galwan
incidentin eastern Ladakhin June
2020.

EXPRESS

Express Investigation:
The human cost of the
Qatar World Cup

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Indian Express’ Mihir Vasavda talks about
his 8-month investigation into tracking
down the families of nine who died while
working on projects linked to World Cup

e UP tie-up with US university

show that the university's offi-
cial approval to operate was re-
voked barely 10 days before the
announcement.

They also show that the face
behind “Austin University in San
Francisco” and  “Austin
Consulting Group” is the same:
Ashraf Al Moustafa, who de-
scribed himself in an interview
to The Indian Express as a US cit-
izen of Egyptian royal descent.

According to an order is-
sued by the California
Department of Consumer
Affairs, approval granted in
2011 to Austin University in San
Francisco to operate as a “non-
accredited private postsec-
ondary education institution”
was revoked on December 8,
2022 -- and a fine of USD 9,965
was imposed on it.

Furthermore, according to
performance fact sheets be-
tween 2016 and 2020 uploaded
on the university's website un-
der US government regulations,
it offers MBA courses but does
not have any registered students.

When contacted by The
Indian Express over the phone,
Moustafa said: “I recently
formed the Austin Consulting
Group, which is for-profit, specif-
ically for the project in UP and
another one in Egypt.Ialso hap-
pen to be the founder president
of Austin University, which is
non-profit, but that has no con-
nection to this MoU.” Moustafa
said he holds “over 50 per cent
stake” in Austin Consulting
Group.

Photographs shared by the
UP government along with its
initial announcement of the
MoU show that Moustafa was
present at the signing along with
UP Finance Minister Suresh
Khanna and former minister
Sidharth Nath Singh.

The two Ministers were not
available for comment. A top UP
government official said the
state government will follow all
procedural requirements before
finalising the deal. "We signed
the MoU with Austin Consulting
Group. All due processes shall be
followed before going ahead
with the project. This is just an
MoU, which is not binding on
us,” the official said.

UP Additional Chief
Secretary (Infrastructure and
Development) Kumar said the
proposal on the investment was
shared with the UP government
on December 16, and signed by
Moustafa, Austin University
Chancellor Dr William Kent,
and Chief Operating Officer of
Austin Consulting Group and
Austin University Dr James
Kennedy.

According to the California
Department of Consumer
Affairs' order against the univer-
sity, dated November 7, action
was taken on a complaint from
the Bureau for Private
Postsecondary Education, State
of California.

The order shows that the
Bureau listed two counts: the
university did not pay its “annual
fees” for 2019 and 2020; an in-
spection by the bureau could not
find the university at its regis-
tered address.

The records include a memo
from the Bureau dated August
19, 2021. It states: “Bureau staff
attempted to conduct an unan-
nounced Compliance inspection
at the Institution... Bureau staff
arrived at the Institution's office
space located on the second floor
of the building and found that
there was no one at the school,
the front door was locked, and
there was no furniture inside
and the lights were off. Bureau

staff could not locate any signage
with the Institution’s name or
business hours...”

The California order, mean-
while, described Moustafa's tes-
timony as “not credible”.

“Al Moustafa also testified,
again not credibly, that respon-
dent charges its students only
$4,500 for degrees, and that re-
spondent's instructional staff
members are all unpaid volun-
teers. Al Moustafa's evasive and
occasionally dishonest testi-
mony gave no information about
how respondent has conducted
its business since 2019 or will
conduct its business in the fu-
ture. It did not even establish that
respondent actually continues
or intends to continue offering
instruction as a private postsec-
ondary educational institution,”
the order stated.

When asked about the order,
Moustafa said: “The university
had to shutdownin 2020 due to
Covid. It also moved to a differ-
ent place.”

Questioned about the status
of Austin University, Moustafa
claimed that the institution has
5,000 students enrolled, includ-
ing those who stay “on the resi-
dential campus”.

Asked about its submission
to the California administration
that it does not have any stu-
dents, he said, “There are no on-
campus students. But we have
students who attend our classes
online. I can send you pictures
also. Look, this is just an MoU. It
is not binding on either the UP
government or us.”

The website of Austin
Consulting Group describes itas
an “American leading manage-
ment consulting firm based in
the San Francisco Bay Area”.

According to Moustafa, the
Group's valuation runs into “10
billion USD”. When asked about
the UP investment proposal, he
said, “We plan to invest 7 billion
USD in the first phase of the UP
project. Of the total amount, 1
billion USD will be invested by
the Austin Consulting Group,
while the remaining will come
from other investors. The cam-
pus will be spread over 5,000
acres. We will be in UP next
month to scout for land, which
we will buy in cash.”

Responding to another
question about the events lead-
ing to the MoU, Moustafa said
he had made a presentation to
the Uttarakhand government
in 2019. “There was an in-
vestors summit when I made
the presentation. But the
Uttarakhand government
could not offer more than 20
acres of land. This time, I met
the UP ministers who were vis-
iting the USA and the MoU hap-
pened,” he said.

“In UP, if the project works
out, we will roll out the first
phase in three years. The first
phase will be spread over 1,000
acres and six programmes will
be launched. We will tie up with
the best institutions in the world
like Standord and Oxford,”
Moustafa said, adding that the
MoU was signed in San
Francisco.

On its website, the Austin
University claims to be accred-
ited by the UK-based
Accreditation Service for
International Schools, Colleges
and Universities (ASIC). But the
university is not listed in the di-
rectory of accredited institutions
maintained by the ASIC.

In October, records show, the
US Bureau conveyed to the uni-
versity that “ASIC is not a U.S.
Department of Education recog-
nized accreditor”.

¢SC ex-judge is NDIAC chief

Last week, Union Minister for
Law and Justice Kiren Rijiju in-
troduced a Bill to rename the
New Delhi International
Arbitration Centre as the India
International Arbitration Centre
in the Upper House and it was
passed by voice vote.

Set upin 2019, the NDIAC has
been declared to be an institu-
tion of national importance and
is mandated to be a seven-mem-
ber body that is headed by a for-
mer Judge of the Supreme Court
or a High Court or an eminent
person.
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16-YEAR-OLD’S SUICIDE IN FARIDABAD

‘Upscale school ignored mother’s email on son being sexually abused’

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
FARIDABAD, DECEMBER 21

AN EMAIL complaint by the
boy’s mother to the school au-
thorities alleging that her son
had been sexually abused and
bullied and was having ‘suicidal’
tendencies; a handwritten note
allegedly by the victim mention-
ing sexual assault by some stu-
dents; and phone call recordings
of the boy discussing the alleged
assault with friends - these are
some of the crucial pieces of ev-
idence in the chargesheet filed
by Faridabad police against the
academic headmistress and the
principal of a prominent school
inthe case of suicide of a class 10

AMID SPIKE IN CASES IN CHINA

Covid shadow re-emerges,
CM calls emergency

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

THE DELHI government is mon-
itoring the Covid situation and
the health department has
asked officials to ensure
genome sequencing is done for
all positive cases being reported
in the city. Officials said they
will also take stock of oxygen
plants and other logistics avail-
able in the state government-
run hospitals.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has called an emer-
gency meeting on Thursday to
discuss the Covid situationin the
national capital and make prepa-
rations.

The move comes amid a
spurtin Covid cases in China. The
Union Health Ministry Tuesday
urged all states and Union
Territories to gear up the whole
genome sequencing of positive
samples to keep track of emerg-
ing variants.

According to senior officials,
the state health department will
implement the Centre’s guide-
lines, which were issued on
Tuesday.

“We are also taking stock of
infrastructure and redoing it

— BRIEFLY —

Centreto
provide Delhi
Rs700cr
for upkeep

of roads

New Delhi: The central
government will provide
a fund of Rs 700 crore
from the Central Road
Fund to Delhi for con-
struction, repair, mainte-
nance and beautification
of roads in the national
capital, officials said. It
was decided during a
meeting held between
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari and Delhi L-G V
KSaxena, said L-G House
officials. ENS

Edudepttells
schoolsto
sensitise
studentsabout

air pollution

New Delhi: In a bid to
combat air pollution in
the city and raise aware-
ness amongst children
about climate change, the
Delhi  government’s
Directorate of Education
has directed its schools to
organise sensitisation ac-
tivities. All deputy direc-
tors of education (DDE)-
district have been
requested to nominate
two prominent private
schools and two govern-
ment schools as first
points of contact for sensi-
tisation and send their de-
tails to the Science Branch
by December 26, a DoE
circular said. PTI
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student in February this year.

Faridabad police filed a
chargesheet against the two ac-
cused earlier this month before a
district court. The academic
headmistress has been charged
under IPC section 306 (abetment
of suicide), and section 21 (pun-
ishment for failure to report or
record a case) of POCSO Act, and
the principal under section 21 of
the POCSO Act. Three former
schoolmates of the victim, who
are also accused in the case, are
yet to be chargesheeted.

Police have listed 36 wit-
nesses in the chargesheet.

The 16-year-old committed
suicide on February 24, 2022,
with his mother - ateacheratthe
same school - alleging that he

-
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was harassed over his sexuality
and the school ignored her com-
plaint. In the FIR, the boy’s mother
had said that one year before the
incident, her son had confided in
her that some boys in school ha-
rassed him and called him gay.

In a purported suicide note,
recovered by the police, the boy
had stated, “This school has
killed me. Specially higher au-
thorities...”

Police said the statements and
evidence collected by the SIT, dur-
ing its probe, suggest that the
school principal did not inform
the local police about sexual ha-
rassment allegations levelled
against some school students by
the boy's motherinanemail tothe
authorities dated September 23,

T
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According to the Delhi government’s health bulletin, on
Wednesday, the city recorded five Covid cases. Archive

wherever required. Whatever
preparations we did in the last
phase of the pandemic, we will
take it further and add more,”
said an official.

According to the Delhi gov-
ernment’s health bulletin, on
Wednesday, Delhi recorded five
cases of Covid and one death. A
total of 2,642 tests were con-
ducted, and 19 people were
recorded to be in home isola-
tion while three were in hospi-
tals.

There are 8,211 beds in
Covid-dedicated hospitals, out
of which 17 are occupied and
8,194 are vacant, the bulletin
showed.

The genome sequencing will
be conducted at the lab in the
Institute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences (ILBS).

Doctors at Lok Nayak hospi-
tal, the nodal hospital for Covid
infections, have been instructed
to send all samples for genome
sequencing.

2021 - over five months before
the incident. This, the chargesheet
states, is a crime punishable un-
der section 21 of POCSO Act.
Police said the special investi-
gation team (SIT) sought the de-
tails of communication between
the complainant and school au-
thorities, and it was found thatin
an email to the principal on
September 23, 2021, the boy's
mother had accused three of her
son's schoolmates of "sexually
abusing" him, while five other
schoolmates were alleged to
have had "bullied verbally and
harassed him" by her. On these
five students, the chargesheet
states that the probe did not find
them to "have behaved with any
sexual intent” and that they sim-

meet

“We have not had any Covid
patients for the last 20 days;
whenever a patient comes we
will send samples for genome
sequencing,” said Dr Suresh
Kumar, the medical director at
Lok Nayak Hospital.

According to Dr Ekta Gupta,
avirologist at ILBS, the Delhi gov-
ernment has instructed to con-
duct 100% genome sequencing
sampling.

“All positive cases will be
tested for now. We have the data
till November 20, and all sam-
ples were XBB variant-domi-
nant,” said Dr Ekta.

The Covid numbers in Delhi
have been low and the city has
been reporting less than 20 pos-
itive cases in a day since
December 4, while the number
of tests hovered between 2,500-
3,000. One death was reported
on December 5.

Till December 20, three Covid
positive patients were admitted
to hospitals across the city, and
21 were in home isolation, ac-
cording to the data.

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
Wednesday reviewed the Covid
situation in the country, and di-
rected officials to be alert and
strengthen surveillance.

ply made fun of each other.
"Because of the abuse done
by these students to my son, he
has lost its mental composure,
he is having suicidal tendencies,"
read the mother’s email to the
school. The mother had men-
tioned in the email that after
morning sports practice and
during lunch breaks, her son was
sexually assaulted by the stu-
dents on school premises.
Police said on October 25,
2021 - amonth later - the school
principal replied to the com-
plainant stating: "... all five stu-
dents named by you in your mail
have departed from school and
are no longer on its rolls. Of the
four students mentioned in con-
text of verbal abuse, the school

is notin receipt of any complaint
against them in the past from
your end or any other quarter.
The same notwithstanding, con-
sequent to your mail... highlight-
ing your concern in a communi-
cation to school for the first time,
we have made immediate and
concerted efforts to pursue the
matter by speaking... to the said
four students in presence of their
parents. They have vehemently
denied theirinvolvementin any
such act and expressed shock at
the possibility of any association
with such behaviour.”

The principal, in the email,
further stated, "The alleged inci-
dent as stated by you carries no
specific particulars or evidence.
Yet a strong message of positive

respect for every student has
been reiterated by school with
all of them in presence of their
parents..."

Days after the incident was
reported, police had formed an
SIT toinvestigate the case.In the
chargesheet, police said that a
week before the incident, the
boy told a friend over the phone
that during an exam, the head-
mistress was "repeatedly tortur-
ing and putting pressure on
him”.

On February 21, during an-
other exam, the headmistress
troubled him by putting pres-
sure on him in the middle of the
exam, he told his friend, the
chargesheet states, adding: “As
aresult, due to the mental tor-
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ture suffered, he became so
scared that he started having
panic attacks and had to seek
medical treatment and the boy
ended his life...”

In the chargesheet, police
also said that 10 call recordings
from the victim’s phone were
submitted by the complainant
and sent for forensic analysis.
Police said that as per the tran-
scripts of three phone calls of
the victim with his friends in
October 2021, November 2021
and February 2022, the boy
mentioned that he was al-
legedly sexually harassed by
some students at school and the
students had tried to rape him
in the school washroom when
he was in class 8.

After AIIMS scare, Safdarjung and
RML begin bolstering cyber security

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

AFTER THE recent cyber attack at
All India Institute of Medical
Science (AIIMS) Delhi, the central
government-run hospitals in
Delhi — Safdarjung and Ram
Manohar Lohia (RIML) hospitals
— are strengthening their cyber
security. Officials at the hospitals
said that a review meeting will be
conducted by  National
Informatics Centre (NIC) as well.
According to official sources,
there have beeninstructions from
the Union Health Ministry for
Safdarjungand RMLon stepstobe
taken to enhance cyber security.
“We have been told in writing on
what actions need to be taken,
whether we need to increase our
manpower, manager and routine
audits,” said an official.
According to officials at
Safdarjung Hospital, a security
audit will be conducted soon, af-

Safdarjung Hospital officials
said a security audit will be
conducted soon

ter the recommendation of the
Computer Emergency Response
Team (CERT). “We have been
asked to conduct a security audit
by CERT, and we will get it done
soon. Our vulnerabilities will be
identified, and steps to tackle
them will be taken by the admin-
istration,” the official at
Safdarjung Hospital added.

Sofar, the server at Safdarjung
hospital is cloud-based and fire-
walls have been installed in the
local servers.

Officials said that earlier, the
super speciality block, oncology,
dental and burns, and plastics
were on local servers, but fire-
walls were installed in those
servers as well. “Thelocal servers
were only limited to respective
departments. Now we have
switched all the departments to
cloud-based servers,” he added.

The hospitalis also going to re-
vamp its website. “We are taking
inputs from NIC and have been
discussing with their senior offi-
cials how we will revamp the
website. We need to do a technical
assessment for which we will hire
experts from IIT,” the official said.

The Union Health Ministry has
asked health officials at both hos-
pitals that since they are depend-
ent on NIC, all matters surround-
ing security should be checked.
“We don't have a team like AIIMS
which has a dedicated IT cell.
Whenever there is any issue, we
communicate with NIC,” said an
official at Safdarjung Hospital.

At Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital, authorities have been
conducting regular cyber security
workshops and a circular of do’s
and don’ts have also beenissued.

“Weissue these advisories on
aregular basis where we tell our
staff on changing passwords of-
ten,” said an official from RML.

Officials said the whole sys-
tem has been on the NIC cloud for
a very long time, and no local
servers are presentin the hospital
service. “We have a closed local
area network (LAN) system
which is run by the hospital. The
NIC has been taking care of our e-
hospital service. Our e-hospital is
cloud-based and data is stored
there so there is no scope of hack-
ing,” the official added.

In addition to that, the hospi-
talalsohasa 1,500-user LAN net-
work and no WiFi is being used.
“The LAN is more secure along
with a central firewall and a cen-
trally controlled anti-virus,” the
official added.

feeiget

# UPI PIN
o ol

L

b
.P

:

DELHI POLICE

SHANTI SEWA NYAYA

Delhi Police »

Wise Words

HC Shantnu

-

-~ / .

'kngi Adityanath
Chief Minister, U.P.

o e
'H- L LL IR
"o

the on-line brochure.

on-line brochure,

INSTITUTIONAL PLOTS

GREATER NOIDA announces e-Auction for the allotment
of various plots, as per terms and conditions prescribed in

How to participate/other details : Interested parties will
need to sign up and obtain user ID and password on the
portal https:/letender.sbi as well as deposit Documents,
Processing Fee (Participation Fee) & EMD separately
through on-line payment as per date mentioned in the
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BUILDER PLOTS

Apply for Plots through
e-Auction /0nline Bidding
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The brochure containing details of plots, procedure, terms and
conditions of e-Auction is available on our website
www.greaternoidaauthority.in and the web portal https://etender.sbi
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It will be the sole responsibility of the bidder/participant to obtain a
compatible computer terminal with Internet connection to enable
him/herto participate in the e-bidding process for any reasons thereof.

Authority reserves the right to accept or reject one or all the bids or
cancel/postpone the e-auction without assigning any reason.

DETAILS OF PLOTS WITH SCHEME CODE
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Beware of Fraudsters online and offline

Please keep in mind

» UPI PIN is required only for making payments
« Do not enter the PIN while receiving payment
« Avoid using Date of Birth/ Anniversary/ House no. as PIN
« Change your PIN frequently

For reporting cyber/financial fraud, call 1930

5= cybercrime.gov.in

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALLT2 DR VISIT THE NEAREST POLICE STATION

DR ZRZ0Z2

Nand Gopal Gupta “Nandi”

Minister of Industrial
Development, U.P.
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Schoolgirl
kills self
over leaked
video, 1 held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GHAZIABAD, DECEMBER 21

AN 18-YEAR-OLD schoolgirl
hanged herself in Ghaziabad on
Monday evening, allegedly after
aneighbour posted objectionable
videos of her on social media.

The accused, Irfan, was ar-
rested on Wednesday evening,

The girl’s father has alleged
that earlier this month, the ac-
cused drugged her drink and
recorded an objectionable video,
which he later posted online. He
also alleged that he was threat-
ened by the accused’s father, and
that personnel at Khoda police
station had not registered an FIR
when he and his daughter went
to the police station on Saturday.

DCP (Trans Hindon) Deeksha
Sharma said six police teams
were deployed to arrest the ac-
cused and his father. The latter
has not been caught yet, police
said.

The DCP said that an investi-
gation into why an FIR was not
filed when the woman earlier ap-
proached the police would also
be conducted.

The FIR has been filed under
sections relating to criminal in-
timidation, abetment of suicide
and criminal conspiracy, as well
as relevant provisions of the
IT Act.
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In liquor chargesheet, ED Restaurants at Siri
claims bizman took over

as Nair was busy in polls

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate,
inits chargesheet filed in connec-
tion with the now-scrapped Delhi
excise policy, hasalleged that busi-
nessman Dinesh Arora acted as a
“conduit for kickbacks” between
the ‘South group’ and the Aam
Aadmi Party.

The ED chargesheet relies on
statements made by Arora,
Indospirits MD  Sameer
Mahendru and South group
member Arun Pillai to allege that
Arora took over from AAP com-
munications in-charge Vijay Nair
when the latter was busy with the
Goa and Punjab Assembly elec-
tions. Arora, whoisanapproverin
the CBI case, is not an accused in
the ED case, but the agency hasre-
lied on his statements to make al-
legations of kickbacks from the
South group, of which Telangana
Chief Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao's daughter Kalvakuntla
Kavitha is accused of being a
member.

According to chargesheet, on
an occasion, Delhi Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia allegedly held a
meeting of retailers, and when
Arora arrived late, Sisodia asked

him to sit next to him. This is
based on Mahendru's statement,
recorded by the ED on September
10, 2022. According to the state-
ment, Sisodia “gesturing” to Arora
“to come and sit next to him” was
a “message which was received
by the market that he was close to
AAP and specifically Dy CM”, the

chargesheet alleges.
Sisodia’s legal team denied the
allegations made in the

chargesheet. “The allegations
made in the chargesheet are false
and there is no evidence apart
from the statement of the ac-
cused. The agency does not have
witnesses in this case and relies
on the statement of the accused.
We will make our case before the
court during the trial.”

In Pillai's statement to the ED,
recorded on September 18,2022,
he told the agency that he met
Nair and Arora at India Habitat
Centre in November-December,
2021, the chargesheet states.

The chargesheet alleges that
inthis meeting, Nair told him that
since he was busy with the elec-
tions in Goa and Punjab, “all mat-
tersrelated to the Delhi Excise will
be managed by Arora”.Itisalleged
that Nair “meant that whatever
demands/directions of kickbacks
from Delhi Govt they will come

through Dinesh Arora and he has
been authorised to do so and that
everyone in the liquor industry
should follow his directions”.

Itis alleged that "Nair had total
control with regards to the policy
drafting and all of its implemen-
tation; that Arora has been closely
associated with AAP since the first
time they came into power in
Delhi; that he used to collect cash
from all hoteliers and restaurants
in Delhi for the AAP”.

The chargesheet alleges that
Pillai told ED that Nair was staying
in a house next to the Delhi CM’s
office and had "full access to him
since he handled the social media
handles and advertisements for
AAP”. He, however, clarified that
Nair has "not specifically told him
that he discussed excise matters
with the CM” but since he was
working closely with the party, "it
may be understood that he was
discussing these policy formula-
tionissues with Delhi CM and CM
office”, the chargesheet alleges.
Arora claimed that when L1 ap-
plication file of Indospirits was
stuckwith Excise department, he
brought this to Nair's notice, who
"spoke to... Secretary to Manish
Sisodia, who sent necessary in-
structions to the Excise depart-
ment”, itis alleged.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU - WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 7/
TAMIL NADU IRRIGATED AGRICULTURE MODERNISATION '

PROJECT -TN IAMP PHASE IV
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (NCB)
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BID No:14 /D3 / F. 144 (TNIAMP) / 2022 | Dated : 20.12.2022.

contract.

1. The Government of India has received a loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(IBRD)towards the cost of TN IAMP Phase IV Project and intends to apply a part of the funds to cover eligible payments
under the contracts for construction of works as detailed below. Bidding is open to all bidders from eligible source
countries as defined in the IBRD Guidelines for Procurement. Bidders from India should however be registered with the
WRD / PWD of Government of Tamil Nadu or other State Governments, Government of India or State / Central
Government undertakings. Bidders are advised to note the clauses on eligibility (Section 1 Clause 4) and

minimum qualification criteria (Section 111- Evaluation and Qualification Criteria), to qualify for the award of the

2. For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Madu, the Superintending Engineer, WRD., Lower Vaigai Basin
Circle, Sivagangai-630 562 invites Sealed bids for the Rehabilitation and Modernisation works detailed in the table.

3. Bidding documents (and additional copies) may be purchased from the office of the Superintending Engineer,
WRD., Lower Vaigai Basin Circle, Sivagangai-62. during the period noted in the table, for a non-refundable fee (three
sets)asindicated, in the form of cash / Demand Draft on any Scheduled Bank Challans remitted in State Bank of India for
Sl. No. 1 and 2 Payable at Paramakudi in Favour of Executive Engineer, WRD., Lower Vaigai Basin Division,
Paramakudi Interested bidders may obtain further information at the same address. Bidding documents requested by
mail will be despatched by registered / speed post on payment of an extra amount of Rs. 500/- (Rupees Five hundred
only). The Superintending Engineer, WRD., Lower Vaigai Basin Circle, Sivagangai-62. will not be held responsible for
the postal delay if any, in the delivery of the documents or non-receipts of the same. Bidding documents may also be
downloaded from the website www.tenders.tn.gov.in at free of cost.

4. Bids must be accompanied by security of the amount specified for the works in the table below, S1. No. 1 and 2
Payable at Paramakudi in Favour of Executive Engineer, WRD., Lower Vaigai Basin Division, Paramakudi. Bid
security will have to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding document and shall have to be valid for 45 days
beyond the validity of the bid.

5. Bids must be delivered to the Superintending Engineer, WRD., Lower Vaigai Basin Circle, Sivagangai.62 on the
date and time specified in the table and will be opened on the same day, in the presence of the bidders who wish to
attend. If the office happens to be closed on the date of receipt of the bids as specified, the bids will be received and
opened onthe next working day at the same time and venue.

6. A prebid meeting will be held for the work on 12.01.2023 at 11.00 hours (IST) in the office of the Superintending
Engineer, WRD., Lower Vaigai Basin Circle, Sivagangai.62 to clarify the issues and to answer questions on any matter
that may be raised at that stages as stated in Clause 9.2. of “Instructions to Bidders™ of the bidding documents.

7. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.

Sl. - .. |, Costof Period of | Period of |Last date | Date of
No Package no. Name of work | Approximate Bid ! documents and | completion|sale of Bid|of Receipt opening
value of |security|  pGood and documents| of Bid | of Bid
work | Service Tax (GST)
1. 01/TNIAMP/ |Rehabiltationand  |\Work Value :-{ Rs. Rs.15,000 24 30.12.22 | Upto At
WRD /LVB,/ |Meodernisation of Rs. 1854.79 | 44.00 ' Months to | 3.00 PM |3.30 PM
Works / Phase [y | -o% Main Ganal of Lakhs | Lakhs | Rs. 2700 |{Including| 30.01.23| on on
Vaigai River bebow GST
2021-2022 sl s T - I'!'IDI'?I.."EDC'!'I 31.01.23131.01.23
Parthibanur Regqulator | ps 333 85 period)
from LS. O to Lakhs
22 20 Km and the Total -
Salaigramam branch Rs. 7188 65
ol Lakhs
Manamadurai and
llayangudi block of
Manamadurai and
llzyangudi Taluks in
Sivagangai District
of Lower Vaigai
Suby Basin,
2.| 02/ TNIAMP / Fifhﬂ“”'l&“?“ M | \Work Value:-] Rs. | Rs.15000 |24 Months| 30.12.22 | Upto At
WRD/ Lyg | |\edemisaloncilefl | pe 9590.29| 60.00 i (Including| to  |3.00 PM |3.30 PM
Works / Phase IV/ o oo of Vel lakhs | Lakhs| Rs.2700 | monsoon | 30.01.23| on on
2021-2022 F':I:rl“ihrin:nﬁl:rﬂ GST - [}Eriﬂd} J1.01.23131.01.23
sguiator | Rs, 451,85
from L.3 22.20 to Lakhs
43.00 Km and the Total -
UpperandLower | R 2062 14
nattarkal Branch Lakhs
channets in Nainorkoil
and Ramanathapuram
block of Paramakudi
and Ramanathapuram
Taluks in
Famanathapuram
Chistrict of Lower
\aigai Sub Basin

Note :-
website : www.tenders.tn,gov.in

account if purchased from this office
Cost of Bid document
For GST

EPEPEI‘..F‘IE).SS.CUIII

: 0701 - 80 - 800 - AA - 23720
: JIMRIEOO427ATDM

Superintending Engineer, WRD.,
DIPR /5673 / TENDER | 2022 I L T e ) Lower Vaigai Basin Circle, Sivagangai

1. Details are available in the following website and bid documents can be downloaded at free of cost from the

2. Cost of bid document and GST to be remitted through chalan in Treasury / State Bank of India under the Head of

Fort Complex can now
stay openftill 1am

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

IN Abid to increase revenue and
boost nightlife across the city,
Delhi Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena Wednesday permitted
restaurants and cafeterias in the
Delhi Development Authority-
owned Siri Fort Sports Complex,
Qutab Golf Course and Bhalswa
Golf Course to stay open till 1 am.

Currently, the food and bev-
erage services at the Siri Fort
Complex are allowed to remain
open till 11 pm. Every day thou-
sands of people visit the com-
plex, which offers a wide range
of sports facilities.

“This comes as a gift to the
people of the city during the on-
going festive season and the
forthcoming new year celebra-
tions. Starting today, residents of
the capital will be able to enjoy
a richer nightlife at these pre-
mier locations. The decision will
also result in increased eco-
nomic activities resulting in
more revenue generation,” said
officials.

The L-G also constituted a
high-power committee to ease

Currently, the food and beverage services at the Siri Fort
Complex are allowed to remain open till 11 pm. Archive

and facilitate licence require-
ments for restaurants/eateries
and directed it to examine the
existing regulations and suggest
ways of expediting the licensing
processes.

“In an order issued to this ef-
fect, the DDA has directed the
concerned authorities at the
three complexes to ensure ade-
quate security, lighting and park-
ing,” said officials.

Officials added that the L-G
has been consistently pushing
for Delhi to have a nightlife com-
parable to other metropolitan

cities and national capitals.

The Municipal Corporation of
Delhi(MCD)recently granted li-
cences to around 150
eateries/restaurants for open,
terrace, and outdoor dining in
different localities of the city. In
October this year, the L-G ap-
proved 314 commercial estab-
lishments, including online de-
livery services of food and
medicines, logistics, transport
and travel services and other es-
sential commodities as well as
business process outsourcing
(BPO) centres, to operate 24x7.

Tensions flare over Sunday
mass in Burari, police called in

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

ASUNDAY massinsideahallata
residential area was interrupted
and a protest was staged, al-
legedly by locals in North Delhi’s
Burari area. Delhi Police said res-
idents started protesting outside
the hall based on suspicion that
the tenant and a pastor were
forcing people to convert.

The incident took place
around 10 am on December 11
ina hall where the tenant had in-
vited more than 20 people, in-
cluding the pastor, who is from
Kerala.

Both police and the neigh-
bours were called by the build-
ing owner, who has been having
issues with the tenant over
Christmas carols and the use of
loudspeakers.

Police said neither the tenant
nor the pastor have approached
them with a complaint. No case
has been registered against the
residents, though police have
taken action against the person
who posted a video of the inci-
dent for sharing “offensive/sen-

A purported video
shows a group of
people protesting
outside the hall
chanting Jai Shri Ram’
and ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’

sitive/trouble-fomenting posts”.

As per the video and the po-
lice, protesters stopped the mass
and removed chairs while ask-
ing people to vacate the prem-
ises.

Meanwhile, the building
owner made a PCR call alleging
the pastor was converting peo-
ple. A purported video shows a
group of people protesting out-
side the hall chanting ‘Jai Shri
Ram’ and ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jar’.

Sagar Singh Kalsi, DCP
(North), said the place is not a
church but a private room in
Burari’s Baba Colony.

“The residents had gathered
based on suspicion... We had
sent adequate police staff to at-
tend the PCR call and nothing
cognizable was found. The pro-

Gurgaon: First arrest

in Chintels collapse

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, DECEMBER 22

ASPECIAL Investigation Team ar-
rested the proprietor of the firm,
which was carrying out repair
and renovation works at a tower
in Gurgaon’s Chintels Paradiso so-
ciety where a portion of a sixth-
floor apartment had collapsed all
the way to the first floor.

Police said the accused, Amit
Austin, the proprietor of Manish
Switchgear and Construction,
was arrested Wednesday by an
SIT formed to probe the case. His
firm was carrying out tiling work
in a flat of the tower allegedly
without adequate safety meas-
ures, said police.

The district administration
had ordered an enquiry and a
structural audit of the society.
Last month, the Gurgaon deputy
commissioner passed an order
and directed the society’s devel-
oper to permanently close tower
D, which has 17 floors and 64
flats, soits demolition can begin.
The deputy commissioner had
said that on recommendations
of an IIT Delhi report and an en-
quiry by district administration
committee, the tower had been
deemed unsafe for habitation.

The enquiry report of the dis-
trict administration had claimed
that the representative of the de-

. veloper of the society and M/s

' .. T.I. -

The collapse took place in
February 2022

Manish  Switchgear and
Construction had allegedly failed
toregulate and monitor the retro-
fitting works, which led to the col-
lapse of slab and ensuing damage
to lower floors in February 2022.

“After perusing the IIT Delhi’s
report..., it is clear that wrong
methodology was adopted for the
repair work, which led to the im-
mediate collapse. The shuttering
support was required before un-
dertaking the retrofitting in flat D-
603, but it was not provided,” the
report had said. The committee’s
report had said the manner in
which the slab of floors below
sixthfloor collapsed indicated that
there were structural deficiencies
in the structure of Tower D. “This
apprehension has been con-
firmed by IIT Delhi report,
wherein it was mentioned that
there is rapid and early corrosion
of reinforcement that occurred
due to the presence of excessive
chlorides in the concrete,” it said.

testers were dispersed and the
place was vacated. The matter
has beenresolved. There was no
vandalism. The tenant had only
called her friends and pastor for
a Sunday gathering. There was
no disruption or break-in...,”
said the DCP.

“There's no communal issue
here. The landlady had issues
with the tenant, who had gath-
erings at the hall. The issues have
been going on for some time. On
the day of the incident, she made
allegations of religious conver-
sion. The tenantis still there. The
pastor returned to Kerala and
also doesn't wish tolodge a com-
plaint,” said an officer.

Meanwhile, the letter sent to
the Twitter user who shared the
video mentions that the post has
the “potential to foment trouble
amongst the peace-loving and
law-abiding citizens".

The video has now been
deleted. The user had posted the
video with a caption that the
vandalism took place at a church.
Police said the date of the inci-
dent is incorrect, and the inci-
dent took place in a residential
area, not a church.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SKYWATCH

FORECAST: December 22

« Mainly clearsky.
= Densefoginthe morning

| MIN: 6

2.0°C below normal

In which

world will
this trial end

in foreseeable

future; Khalid
Saifi to HC

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

UNITED AGAINST Hate activist
Khalid Saifi booked by Delhi
Police inits 2020 Northeast Delhi
riots “larger conspiracy case” told
the Delhi High Court Wednesday
that the restrictions on the power
of a court to grant bail should not
be pushed too far.

A special bench of Justices
Siddharth Mridul and Rajnish
Bhatnagar reserved orders on
Saifi's bail appeal on December
12. On Wednesday, senior advo-
cate Rebecca John made addi-
tional arguments before the
bench on what constitutes a
prima facie case while referring
to certain judgments. Saifi and
several others were booked un-
der UAPA and provisions of the
IPC for being the alleged master-
minds of the February 2020riots,
which erupted during the anti-
CAA and NRC protests in the city.

John submitted that the ex-
pression prima facie has been
stipulated under UAPA section
43D(5)which states that bail will
not be granted to a person ac-
cused of offences under certain
chapters of the UAPA unless the
public prosecutor is heard on the
accused's bail plea. The proviso
further states that the accused
will notbe given bail if the court is
satisfied that there are reasonable
grounds for believing that a
“prima facie” case exists against
the accused.

John thereafter referred to a
2019 judgment of the Supreme
Court in NIA vs Zahoor Ahmad
Shah Watali where the apex court
had set aside a Delhi High Court
order granting bail to J&K busi-
nessman Watali, arrested by the
NIA on charges of “terror fund-
ing”.
Later, John referred to a 2021
judgment of the apex court, UOI
vs K A Najeeb, where a three-
judge bench of the Supreme
Court headed by then Chief
Justice N V Ramana upheld the
grant of bail under UAPA when
the accused had undergone in-
carceration for a significant pe-
riod even asit recognised that bail
under UAPA was an exception.

She argued, “The chargesheet
inFIR 59/2020 (larger conspiracy
case) has 495 witnesses, 33 pro-
tected witnesses, 63 investigat-
ing officers, and three supple-
mentary charge sheets. In which
reasonable world this trial will
end in the foreseeable future
which has about 15 accused?”

John concluded by saying that
the judgment in Najeeb's case
asks the court that “if you have
constitutional powers to inter-
vene, those powers have to be
used concomitantly along with
the powers to grant bail”.

HC expresses concern

on row between Metro
staff, CISF constable

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

WHILE HEARING two petitions
seeking quashing of an FIR involv-
ing an altercation between a
DMRC employee and a CISF con-
stable at a Metro station, the Delhi
High Court Wednesday ex-
pressed concern on the behav-
iour of the parties stationed at a
public place which is “teeming
with people”.

Asingle judge bench of Justice
Jasmeet Singh was hearing two
cross petitions filed by Mahendra
Singh Meena,a DMRC employee,
and Sajukta Patra, a CISF consta-
ble, both stationed at Ramesh
Nagar Metro station when the al-
tercation took place in 2015.

Patra’s counsel submitted that
she had three daughters and the
matter be quashed as the parties
had arrived at a settlement.
Similarly, Meena's counsel sub-
mitted that situations like this
happen sometimes. Meena was
asked by the court what had hap-
pened and he submitted that he
wason “guard duty” at the station
and was asked nottoopena “side
gate” by his superiors, when the
constable asked him to open it
several times which eventually
ended in an altercation. Justice
Singh remarked, “What's the

problem if you have to open the
gate four times?”

Inthe FIR, Meena had accused
Patra of physically abusing him,
the court noted. The HC said, “This
is a case where you are dealing
with people...Metro stations are
teeming with people..” Whenthe
counsel for the parties submitted
that such situations sometimes
occur and their clients were hu-
man, the HC said, “My only con-
cern is how will you serve people
if you can't control your temper.”

However, the HC noted that
the parties had arrived at a settle-
mentand submitted their respec-
tive affidavits indicating that they
did not have a grievance against
each other would assist in the
quashing of the FIR.

The parties submitted that
they had arrived at a settlement
without any threat, pressure, co-
ercion or undue influence and
had no objection if the FIR was
quashed. The parties stated that
they “regret their actions and un-
dertook to never repeat them”.
Observing that the FIR was
lodged in 2015, chargesheet had
been filed and considerable time
hadbeen spentin the matter, the
HC quashed the FIR subject to
both parties paying Rs 10,000
each as costand depositing it with
Delhi Legal Services Authority
within a week.
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Sonia questions govt over China; Opp
walks out of House over no discussion

FroMm THE GALLERY

' FROM THE CHAIR
RAJYA SABHA

“Iurge all of you
to plant minimum
one hundred trees
in a year. And,
when the
members do it,
geographically
well spread out, it
may not be much
in numbers, but
surely it will send
avery good
message which
will be
motivational and
inspirational.”
JAGDEEP DHANKHAR

Chairman

LOK SABHA

“You can ask
questions during
the question hour.
People have elected
and sent you here
to ask questions.”

OMBIRLA, Speaker, to
protesting Opposition MPs

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“The latest World
Bank Report has
given an accurate
analysis...
Speaking about
India, (it) has
given a clear and
pointed analysis
where it says,
‘Macro-fiscal
fundamentals are
better than they
were during the
taper tantrum
episode in 2013,
when India was
classified under a
fragile five’...”

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN,

Union Finance Minister, in the
Rajya Sabha

At CPP meeting, says ‘calculated attempt’ to Shah spars with
delegltlmlse ]ud1c1ary, refers to challenges

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

LAUNCHING A multi-pronged at-
tackon the BJP-led Union govern-
ment, Congress Parliamentary
Party (CPP) chairperson Sonia
Gandhi Wednesday accused it of
making a “calculated attempt” to
delegitimise the judiciary in an ef-
fort to reduce its standing in peo-
ple'seyes and said the "stubborn”
refusal to allow a discussion in
Parliament on Chinese “incur-
sions” shows its “disrespect for
democracy”.

Sonia's comments came at a
meeting of the CPP she chaired,
the first after Mallikarjun Kharge
took over as party president.

She said India continues to
face significantinternal and exter-
nal challenges — inflation, unem-
ployment, social polarisation,
weakening of democraticinstitu-
tions, and repeated border incur-
sions. Led by Sonia, Opposition
members staged ademonstration
atthe Gandhi statue in Parliament
and demanded a discussion on
the Chinese transgressions.

Sonia said continuing “incur-
sions” by China are a matter of se-
rious concern. "The whole nation
stands with our vigilant soldiers
who repelled these attacks under
difficult conditions. The govern-
ment, however, stubbornly refuses
toallowadiscussionontheissuein
Parliament. As aresult, Parliament,
political parties,and the peoplere-
mainignorantof the true situation
on the ground,” she said.

Soniasaid: “When facing a sig-
nificant national challenge, it has
been the tradition in our country
to bring Parliament into confi-
dence. A debate can shed light on
several critical questions. Why is
Chinaemboldened to continually
attack us? What preparations
have been made torepel these at-
tacks,and what more needs to be
done? What is the government's
policy to deter China from future
incursions? Given that we con-
tinue to have a severe trade deficit
with China, importing far more
than we export, why is there no
economic response to China’s mil-

Dhankhar rejects two
notices under House
rule, says not in order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

RAJYA SABHA Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Wednesday did
not accept two notices under
Rule 267 of the House for discus-
sion on the border issue with
China and rising prices of essen-
tial commodities and said they
were not in order.

He assured Opposition
members that he will invoke
Rule 267 on merit. Dhankhar
had given a similar assurance to
the MPs while rejecting six no-
tices under Rule 267 on Tuesday.

Under Rule 267 of Rajya
Sabha’s Rules of Procedures and
Conduct of Business, a listed
business of the day can be sus-
pended to take up an urgent
matter with the Chair’s approval.

After the listed papers were

laid on the table of the House dur-
ing Zero Hour, Dhankar said he
had received notices from TMC'’s
Dola Sen and Congress member
Pramod Tiwari for suspension of
rules under Rule 267.“The sameis
notinorder,” he said on Sen’s no-
tice on rising prices.

Tiwari’s notice was over “ille-
gal and unprovoked Chinese
transgressions” in Depsang Plains
and parts of Arunachal Pradesh.
Dhankhar said the notice lacked
in every element of Rule 267.

Observing that his prede-
cessors have invoked Rule 267
during their respective tenures,
the Chairman said the number
has never been in double digits
during their five-year tenure.
“Butlam not a statistics-driven
person. If there is an occasion, |
will invoke the rule. If there is
no occasion, I will not invoke
it,” he said.

WRITES TO RS CHAIRMAN

RJD MP demands Goyal
apology for Bihar remark

New Delhi: RJD MP Manoj Kumar
JhaonWednesday shotoffaletter
to Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar, drawing his attention
to what he called a “demeaning”
remark about Bihar made by
Union minister and Leader of the
House Piyush Goyal in the House.
He demanded an apology from
Goyal and urged the Chairman to
expunge the remarks.

Goyal’s remark came on
Tuesday when Jha was speaking
on the discussion on the
Appropriation Bill. “I was mak-
ing a point that the government
should devote equal attention to
the poor and the corporate

houses. And then suddenly
Goyal said inka bas chale toh desh
ko Bihar hi bana de (if they have
their way, they will turn the
country into Bihar),” Jha said.

In his letter, Jha said, “One
would have thought it impos-
sible that a member of the rank
of the Leader of this esteemed
House would make a statement
demeaning one of the greatest
states of the Union of India. As
the Leader of the House of
Rajya Sabha... Goyal should
ponder and reflect on whether
the sneering tone with which
he speaks about Bihar is
appropriate.” ENS
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Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, party leaders Sonia Gandhi, P Chidambaram and KC
Venugopal, as well as DMK leader T R Baalu and other MPs protest at Parliament complex
demanding discussion on the Indo-China border issue, on Wednesday. P11

itary hostility?”

“What is the government’s
diplomatic outreach to the
global community,” she asked.

A frank discussion strength-
ens the nation's response, and it
is the government's duty to in-
form the public and explain its
policies and actions, she said.
“This refusal to allow a
Parliamentary debate on such a
matter of grave national concern
shows disrespect for our democ-
racy, and reflects poorly on the
government’s intentions. It
demonstratesits inability to bring
the nation together,” she said

"On the contrary, by following
divisive policies, by spreading ha-
tred and targeting some sections
of our society, the government
makes it harder for the country to
stand up as one against foreign
threats.... At times like these it
must be the government’s en-
deavour and responsibility to
unite our people, and not divide
them as it has been doing these
past several years," she said.

As st step, Opp shows unity inside

THE WINTER Session
has so far seen seem-
less coordination
among opposition
parties. For instance,
the TMConTuesday led an
Opposition walkout in Rajya
Sabha in protest against
NHRC singling out non-BJP-
ruled states. On Wednesday,
many opposition MPs joined
ademonstration led by the

EXPLAINED

Congress demanding
adiscussionin
Parliament on the
@ Chinese aggression.
While Opposition
unity — or formation of an
anti-BJP alliance outside
Parliament — appears diffi-
cult, the parties seem to be
aiming at the low hanging
fruit of unity inside
Parliament this time around.

She also tore into the govern-
ment forentering intoa confronta-
tion with the Supreme Court.

"A troubling new develop-
ment s the calculated attempt un-
derway todelegitimise the judici-
ary,” she noted. “Ministers, and
evena high constitutional author-
ity, have been enlisted to make
speeches attacking the judiciary
onvarious grounds. Itis quite clear

that thisis not an effort to provide
reasonable suggestions for im-
provement. Rather, it is an effort
toreduce the judiciary's standing
in the eyes of the public.”

Sonia said the economic situ-
ation continues to be distressing,
despite the government’s re-
peated insistence that all is well.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Cong’s Gogoi over
snooping claims

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

ON A day when the Opposition
forced an abrupt adjournment
and staged a walkout seeking a
statement from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on India-China
borderissue, Lok Sabha witnessed
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
and Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi
sparring over latter's snooping
charge.

Taking strong exception to
Gogoi's allegation that the govern-
ment had used a software to spy
on political opponents and jour-
nalists, Shah asked the Congress
MPto give proof of the accusation
he made. “He has levelled a very
serious allegation that a spyware
has been installed on his mobile.
He must submit the basis of his ac-
cusation in the House. Either his
words are removed or he must
submit the basis,” Shah said,
adding, “the House is for serious
discussion, not for reckless poli-
tics”. Shah pointed out that the
Supreme Court-appointed com-
mittee had clarified that it didn’t
find any evidence of spyware on
the 29 phones that were exam-
ined and that the Union govern-
mentdid notassistitin the probe.

But Gogoi, who was partici-
patinginadiscussion on the prob-
lem of drug abuse in the country;,
was notready to give up. “You spy
on us...and reporters. How many
drug mafias have been arrested on
the basis of the spyware. The sur-
veillance that you mount on us...
How many drug mafias have been
caught on the basis of surveil-
lance?” the MP asked.

Healsoaskedifhehad madea
mistake, the government should
say that it has not used the spy-
ware.

The Supreme Court had con-
stituted a panel to probe into
whether the Centre or any state
government acquired Pegasus
spyware for surveillance of Indian
citizens, and to also ascertain de-
tails of people targeted. Its report,

Inflation under close watch, apt handling of
pandemic averted recession: Sitharaman

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

AGAINST THE backdrop of the
Opposition raising heat over price
rise, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman Wednesday said the
government is keeping a close
watch oninflation to ensure there
isnosurge in prices. She said India
is “somewhere very close” to
doublingits GDP and argued that
the government’s handling of the
pandemic disruptions ensured
that the country didn’t slip into
recession like many other nations.

The minister was replying to
a discussion in Rajya Sabha on
Supplementary Demands for
Grants, which Lok Sabha passed
last week, authorising the govern-
ment to spend an additional Rs
3.25-lakh crore in the current fi-
nancial year.

The debate saw the
Opposition tearing into the gov-

Nirmala Sitharaman at
Rajya Sabha, Wednesday. P11

ernment over its management of
the economy and issues like un-
employment and price rise.
Sitharaman replied in equal
measure, attacking the Congress,
Left and several other parties.
The Opposition had accused
the government of “gross miscal-
culation of expenditure” in the
Budget and sought to know if
there was any “misplaced focus”
when the funds were allocated.
Responding to the criticism,
Sitharaman said it was not un-

usual for governments to come
up with Supplementary
Demands for Grants and exuded
confidence that fiscal deficit will
not breach the target because of
enough revenue buoyancy to take
care of the additional expenditure
of Rs 3.25-lakh crore in 2022-23.
“The apprehensions people
have in their mind that this was
because we could not estimate it
rightly earlier, and therefore, we
are coming with a correction, is
not well founded atall. Situations
developed in suchaway..thatwe
needed this additional supportto
be extended,” she said.
Participating in the debate, for-
mer finance minister P
Chidambaram wanted to know
how the government plans to
fund the additional spending. “In
September itself, the government
made it very clear that we are not
changing our borrowing sched-
ule... We have not changed our
borrowing plans, which means

RS passes Maritime Anti-Piracy Bill

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

RAJYA SABHA on Wednesday
passed a Bill which the govern-
ment said would provide an effec-
tive legal instrument to combat
maritime piracy. The Bill provides
for stringent punishment to those
convicted of such crimes.

The Bill was passed by Lok
Sabha earlier this week.

Moving The Maritime Anti-
Piracy Bill, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said,
“Ensuring maritime security is
key to safeguarding India’s secu-
rity and economic well-being.”
He said the security of sea lanes
of communication is critical as

S Jaishankar at Rajya Sabha
on Wednesday. PTI

more than 90 per cent of India’s
trade takes place by sea routes
and more than 80 per cent of the
country’s hydrocarbon require-
ments was sea-borne.

He said the Bill addresses the
issue of death penalty as an “ex-
ceptional case” and the quantum
of punishments envisaged are in

line with the gravity of offences.
“In the absence of a specific
law or a legal provision in the
Indian Penal Code or the
Criminal Procedure Code on
piracy, this Bill would provide an
effective legal instrument to
combat maritime piracy. It
would enable us to discharge our
obligations under the UNCLOS
which we had signed in 1982
and ratified in 1995,” he said.
He said between 2008 and
2011, there have been 27 maritime
incidents in which 288 Indian na-
tionals were involved. And be-
tween 2014 and 2022, there were
19 piracy casesinwhich 155 Indian
crew members were involved and
the numbers show why the coun-
try needs this bill so badly, he said.

we are very clear that we are going
to see that the revenue thatwe are
generating is sufficient to take care
of this addition,” she said.

Sitharaman said many coun-
tries, including large developed
economies, are facing recession
because of “the way in which
they handled the Covid is differ-
ent from the way we handled it”.

“Because the tendency was
that we should give money in the
hands of the people, go for print-
ing notes,” she said, noting that
even Chidambaram had then
asked the government to ‘borrow
and spend and even print money
to reboot the economy’. “As we
close the calendar year 2022, we
should look at the negative effect
of the implementation of such a
suggestion by the other countries
and recession is happening there,
perhaps,” she said, adding, India
did not get into recession because
of the “targeted way” it gave the
relief during Covid.

LS passes Bill to
add communities
in list of STs in
Chhattisgarh

New Delhi: The Lok Sabha on
Wednesday passed a Bill to in-
clude Dhanuhar, Dhanuwar,
Kisan, Saunra, Saonra and Binjhia
communities in the list of
Scheduled Tribes in Chhattisgarh.

The Constitution (Scheduled
Tribes) Order (Fifth Amendment)
Bill, 2022 was passed by Lok
Sabha through voice vote.

The Bill also seeks to formalise
Bhuinya, Bhuiyan and Bhuyan as
synonyms of the Bharia Bhumia
community. Italsoincludes three
Devanagari versions of the name
of the Pando community.  PTI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah at Parliament House
complex, Wednesday. P11

however, said it didn’t find any ev-
idence of spyware on the 29
phones that were examined. But
the panel had also noted that the
central government “has not co-
operated” inits probe.

Earlier, when the House met
in the morning, Opposition MPs,
who staged a protest outside the
Parliament House asking the gov-
ernment to break its silence on
India-China border issues, got up
seeking a discussion on the mat-
ter. “Prime Minister should come
to the House to give a statement,”
MPs were heard saying. Some of
the MPs were shouting ‘Bharat
Jodo’ slogans also. But the Speaker
insisted that the questions should
be taken up during the question
hour. With MPs not obliging, Birla
adjourned the proceedings in a
few minutes till 12 noon.

As soon as the Lok Sabha met
at noon, members of Congress,
DMK, NCP and Left parties re-
peated the demand. Congress’
leader of the House Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury urged Speaker Om
Birla to allow a discussion on the
India-Chinaissue.

With the Speaker not allowing
the issue to be taken up, they
staged a walkout. Janata Dal
(United ) MPs also joined them.
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Zero tolerance
towards drugs,
all dealers will
be in jail in two
years: Shah in LS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah said
on Wednesday that Modi gov-
ernment has zero-tolerance pol-
icy towards drugs, the result of
which was that drug seizures
and cases against traffickers
went up in recent years.

During a debate in the Lok
Sabha, Shah said: “Our govern-
ment has a zero-tolerance pol-
icy towards drugs. Those coun-
tries promoting terrorismin our
country are using drug money...
presence of this dirty money also
hollows our economy,” he said.

The minister said the govern-
ment has mapped possible
routes and drug trafficking net-
works in 472 districts across the
country. “No matter how big the
culprit is, in the next two years...
they will be behind bars,” he said.

As per the data shared by the
minister, 62.6-lakh kilo of drugs
were seized between 2014 and
2022 as compared to 22.45-lakh
kilo between 2006 and 2013.
The value of the drugs seized
went up fromRs 33,000 crore to
Rs 97,000 crore in the same pe-
riod. Shah also said that the
number of cases registered in-
creased from 1.45 lakh between
2006 and 2013 to 4.14 lakh be-
tween 2014 and 2022. The num-
ber of arrests increased from 1.62
lakh to 5.23 lakh, he said.

Shah said the Home ministry
has adopted a three-pronged
strategy — strengthening of in-
stitutions; empowerment and
coordination among agencies;
and extensive awareness and re-
habilitation campaigns.

When Congress and
Trinamool Congress members
raised the issue of drug haul in
Gujarat, Shah said such instances
were areflection of the state ma-
chinery doing its job well. “If
non-recovery of drugs is a mark
of a drug-free state, Punjab will
have to be seen as a drug-free
state,” he said, adding that
Gujaratis a border state and drug
smugglers may use its ports to
push drugs into India.

Shah said the Centre has em-
powered the Border Security
Force, Seema Suraksha Bal and
Assam Rifles to register cases un-
der the NDPS Act, while lashing
out at those politicising the issue,
saying agencies cannot work ef-
fectively if they are powerless.

S5 QUESTIONS

BJP MP RADHA MOHAN DAS AGARWAL ASKED THE CENTRETO
ENSURE LAKSHADWEEP IS CONNECTED WITH THE MAINLAND BY
REGULAR FLIGHTS. HE SPEAKS TO LIZ MATHEW ON THE ISSUE.

‘Lakshadweep is not connected
properly with the mainland’

You raised the issue of a
lack of connectivity to the
Lakshadweep islands...
Lakshadweepisa
strategically important
place for India. it is near
strategic points of Sri Lanka
and Pakistan. Recently, we
found Jamaat-e-Islami
working there, and some PFI
units are also there. The
majority of residents there
are Muslims, and they are
nationalists. They are not
connected properly with
the mainland. These islands
are 200-500 km
away.

What was your
demand?

Most people from
Lakshadweep

travel to Kerala for !f o -

medical care,
higher education
and even shopping and
recreation. But there is only
one flight from Agatti to
Kochi,and thatalsois justa
72-seater one. More than
1,000 people would come to
the mainland if thereisa
regular flight service. People
there are also not getting
proper treatment. So, I
demanded regular flight
services between Kochi and
Agatti — atleast 5-6 flights
daily.

You also mentioned
connectivity between the
islands...

Lakshadweep consists of
several islands, and the
people in these islands are

related to each other. But
there is no regular
connectivity between
them... My contention is
that Lakshadweep needs
UDAN (Central scheme to
connect under-serviced air
routes) services. We can
even use large helicopters
instead of planes, since the
islands have helipads.

You are a Rajya Sabha MP
from Uttar Pradesh. Why
are you raising the issue of
Lakshadweep?

[ have been made
in-charge of the
Lakshadweep BJP
organisation.
went to Agatti and
Kavaratti for two
days.Icould see
their problems
myself. [ am going
to meet civil
aviation minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
tomorrow (Thursday) fora
detailed discussion. I have
already met him once and
discussedit.

There were protests on the
islands against some
development proposals
made by the
administration. Did
anyone raise thatissue
withyou?

Some people have told me
about theirissues,and [ had a
discussion with the
administrator. We are trying
to find out solution for many
issues. Some problems are
already sorted out.
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SNAP, CHATI

THE SMOOTH functioning of Parliament in the Winter Session
seems to have deprived members to interact much. So, on
Tuesday, when Lok Sabha was adjourned for a short while over
the India-China border issue, women MPs from the Opposition
found a few minutes to catch up. Some of them — members
from the TMC, YSRCP, NCP, DMK and the Congress — were look-
ing to click a photograph inside the House and initially missed
Sonia Gandhi, who was engaged in a conversation with
National Conference’s Farooq Abdullah in the front row. When
both leaders realised that the women MPs were having fun,
Abdullah alerted them about Sonia’s presence. NCP’s Supriya
Sule said they were coming to her side to click a picture but
Soniaimmediately got up and joined them — with a big smile.

seem to be working.

months, has started afresh.

JusT TWO MINUTES

ASTICKLER for discipline in the House, Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla does not make an exception even for ministers. During
laying of papers on the table on Wednesday, Minister of State
for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Ashwini
Kumar Choubey was not present when his name was called.
As he came in, Choubey received a warning from the Speaker
to be present on time. Later, when MoS Kapil Moreshwar Patil
stood up to lay papers listed against his senior minister, Giriraj
Singh, Birla asked him to say specifically that he was tabling
the papers on behalf of Singh. When the debate on drug abuse
resumed, Birla asked members to limit their speeches to two
minutes and to not repeat what others have already stated.
BJP’s Sunita Duggal made a special request for more time, as
the fight against drugs is an issue she is involved with in her
constituency. But Birla repeated, “Just two minutes.”

NO MONKEY BUSINESS

GOVERNMENT OFFICES in Lutyens’ Delhi have tried it all when
it comes to warding off monkeys living in the lush green spaces
surrounding the buildings. From hiring monkey-chasers to
men imitating langur sounds, many options have been em-
ployed over the years. The latest attempt is installing photo
cutouts of langurs in the corridors of Shastri Bhawan, seem-
ingly to scare away any monkey that wanders in. According to
some officials, the cutouts placed on corners and staircases

HEADLESS IN GOA

EVEN N the normal course of things, appointments of heads
of centrally funded higher education institutions is a lengthy
process. In the case of [IT Goa, which has been awaiting a full-
time director since July, the wait has turned longer. The
Education Ministry had in September appointed Pasumarthy
Seshu, the then director of IIT Dharwad, to take over. But Seshu
has expressed his inability to take up the position. As a resullt,
the appointment process, which will take at least four to six

Could defeat
Covid-19 due to
Jesus blessings:
Telangana public
health director

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 21

TELANGANA'’S DIRECTOR of
Public Health Dr G Srinivasa Rao
said on Wednesday that it was
due to the “blessings and kind-
ness of Lord Jesus Christ” that the
country could defeat Covid-19.

Speaking at a Christmas
function, organised by Dr G SR
Charitable Trust that he had
founded in September 2021, at
Kothagudem in Bhadradri-
Kothagudem district, Dr Rao said
that it was due to Lord Jesus
Christ that India has progressed
so much. “We could defeat Covid
not because of our work, but due
to the blessings and kindness of
Lord Jesus Christ,” he said.

The Trust had invited “pas-
tors and laypersons” for the 'Joy
of Christmas' event at Srinagar
Colony at Kothagudem on
Wednesday.

Dr Rao, who was appointed
Telangana Public Health Director
in May 2018 after starting his ca-
reer in the health departmentin
2004, guided the state through
the pandemic. DrRao, who hails
from Aswapuram in Bhadradri
Kothagudem district, had
founded the Trust in memory of
his father, also a doctor, who
mainly worked in tribal areas.

He said that the Trust will
open a hospital in the coming
years for tribals in his home dis-
trict where treatment will be
free of cost. He also promised to
support education and skill en-
hancement in the district.

No salary for those sitting at home, J&K

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, DECEMBER 21

JAMMU AND Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, ina“clear message” to ag-
itating Kashmiri Pandit employ-
ees and reserved category em-
ployees, said no salary would be
given to them while they “con-
tinue to sit at home”.

“We have paid all of them
salary up to August 31, but it can-
not be allowed that their salary is
released when they continue to
sit at home,” Sinha said. “This is
a clear message which all shall
understand,” he said after re-
porters asked him about the
non-payment of salary to a
number of Kashmiri Pandit and
reserved category Dogra em-
ployees of the Union Territory

administration who had left
their postings in Kashmir and
went to Jammu six months ago
following targeted killings of mi-
norities in the Valley by mili-
tants. The employees have been
agitating in Jammu for the past six
months seeking the relocation of
their posts outside the Valley.

Sinha said he has full sympa-
thy with the employees, and as-
serted that the J&K administra-
tion is fully prepared to help
them and ensure their safety.
However, he added, “The minor-
ity employees should also keep
inmind that they are employees
of the Kashmir division... Like a
district cadre employee of
Poonch cannot come to Jammu,
those of Kashmir division, too,
cannot be posted here. Everyone
should understand this.”

He said the administration

J&K Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha

had no transfer policy for re-
served category employees as of
now, and that a committee was
examining the matter.

The reserved category em-
ployees from Jammu division
have been posted in the Kashmir
Valley from time to time as part
of the inter-district recruitment

policy framed in 2006. Over the
years, the government appointed
3,000-3,500 people from the
Scheduled Castes in Jammu and
posted them in the Valley.

The Lt Governor said that
while it was true that unfortunate
incidents took place, “We have re-
solved most of their (protesting
employees') problems,” he
claimed, saying that they wanted
postings at safe places.

“I'have had personal interac-
tion with senior officers, and
most of them have been posted
at district headquarters, while
some have been posted at the
tehsil headquarters,” he said.
“There are some employees in
the Rural Development
Department who cannot be
posted in cities and towns and
they have been posted in villages
nearer to the cities,” he added.

Yatra leaves Rajasthan, Rahul carries
‘mohabbat ki dukaan’ to Haryana

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
NUH (HARYANA), DEC 21

REITERATING THAT that they are
"opening a shop of love in BJP's
market of hate" through the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday said that the fight
today is between two ideologies:
one which benefits a select few,
and the other being “the voice of
people, the farmers, labourers”.

Addressing a gathering
around 7 am in Doha village in
Ferozepur Jhirka of Nuh, as the
yatra entered Haryana, and its
105th day, Rahul said leaders of
parties from across the political
spectrum are increasingly losing
connect with the people. “I am
talking about all political parties
—whetheritis the Congress, the
BJP or the SP, netaon aur janta ke
beech mein khaai ban gayi hai
(there’s a gulf between leaders
and the people). Leaders think
there is no need to listen to the
people. They give long speeches.
This yatra has tried to change
that...we have given a vision for
the nation's politics.”

Rahul said he will ask
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge to ensure that wherever
the party was in power, party
leaders must walk with the peo-
ple onceamonthand discuss their
problems. He added, “Sadkon pe
chalna chahiye, dhakke khaane
chahiye, ghutne chheelne chahiye

Rahul Gandhi with ex-servicemen during Bharat Jodo Yatra in Nuh on Wednesday. P11

(itis important to walk with peo-
ple, get pushed around, and hurt
your knees in the process).”

Talking about spreading love,
Rahul said: “BJP leaders asked me
the reason for the yatra; they asked
what is the need to walk from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir. I replied:
Aapke nafrat ke bazaar mein, mo-
habbat ki dukan kholrahe hain [we
are opening a shop of love in your
market of hate through the yatra.|
When these people go out to
spread hatred in this country, peo-
pleof ourideology go out to spread
love and affection.”

Calling unemployment the
“biggestissue” facing India, Rahul
said that during the yatra, he met
thousands of youths — “some of

Before Mandaviya-Rahul row,
BJP’s Gujarat election pitch
claimed success in Covid ﬁght

ADITIRAJA
VADODARA,DECEMBER 21

UNION HEALTH Minister
Mansukh  Mandaviya on
Wednesday shot off a letter to
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
asking him to "suspend the Bharat
Jodo Yatra" or strictly follow the
Covid-19 protocols in view of the
rising coronavirus cases across the
globe, especially in China.
However, during the recent
Gujarat Assembly polls, in which
the BJP registered a record land-
slide by winning 156 of the 182
seats, the party's key campaign
plank was to focus on the
Narendra Modi government's
"successful fight" against Covid,
highlighting how "crowds could
gather without masks" in India
evenas other countries continued
to witness a surge in Covid cases.
In the course of their Gujarat
campaign, top BJPleaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, other Union ministers, UP
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and party president ] P Nadda, as
well as party candidates, pro-
jected anarrative that spotlighted
the "visionary actions of PM
Modi" in developing indigenous
vaccines to fight Covid-19.
While PM Modi himself
mentioned the Covid vaccination
drive in his every speech, the
BJP's campaigners and candi-
dates credited him for "ensuring
that we can gather in such big
numbers without masks, even as
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A BJP election rally in Ahmedabad. File

Europe, America and China" con-
tinue to battle the Covid surge.

However, during PM Modi's
campaign at various locations in
Gujarat, their respective district
health departments had followed
the Covid protocol and got per-
sons in proximity to the PM un-
dergo RT-PCR tests although the
mask mandate was not enforced.

At arally in Vadodara’s Padra
on November 19, Union Minister
Parshottam Rupala had said,
“Look at the crowd and no one is
wearing a mask, neither am ...
Two days ago, there was a news
that a city in China has been put
under lockdown. A country like
China has to grope in the dark to
come out of Covid and you and I
are sitting here and holding mas-
sive gatherings without masks.
The reason is double dose of vac-
cinationand then abooster. Modiji
has brought us out of it.”

During his electioneering,
Nadda recounted his days as the
Union Health Minister and spoke
of the number of years it had
taken pre-Modi India to develop

vaccines for various diseases.

Addressing a gathering in
Ankleshwar on November 18,
Nadda said, “It is because of PM
Modi's efforts that Indiais able to
come out of Covid-19. In coun-
tries like US, where even
President Joe Biden has to wear
a mask. Many countries in
Europe have not been able to
complete their double vaccine
dose but we have reached the
stage of the booster dose.”

Addressing arally in Sehra on
November 22, Nadda said: "It
took 25 years for a TB dose to
reach India, 28 years for tetanus
tobe available inIndia and a cen-
tury to have a vaccine against
Japanese Flu. The vaccine had
been ready in 1906 in Japan but
came to India in 2006. But look
at how Covid-19 came in April
2020 and Modiji had formed a
task force immediately.” And
within nine months, we had not
one but two vaccines.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

them were engineers, some had
studied medicine and wanted to
be doctors; some wanted tobe in
the IAS and a few wanted to work
in the judiciary. When I asked
them what they are doing now,
(one learnt that) some are driv-
ing an Uber or working as
labourer...aisa Hindustan humein
nahi chahiye (we don’t want India
to be like that).”

Rahul also questioned the si-
lence of BJP leaders, including
the Prime Minister, on inflation.
“You must remember that the
price of a gas cylinder was Rs 400
when UPA was in power. Today,
a cylinder costs Rs 1,200. The
price of petrol was Rs 60 per litre;
today it is Rs 107 a litre.

Wherever Narendra Modi-jiand
BJP leaders used to go (before
2014 elections), they spoke
about inflation. They do not
mention it now.”

Talking about infrastructure
in BJP-governed Haryana, senior
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh
said he had not come across any
state over the course of the last
104 days of the yatra where the
condition of roads was worse
than what he saw during the
walk from Mundaka to Ferozepur
Jhirka grain market. “I counted
more than 350 potholes over 14
km. Aaj humraaste par nahi chale,
hum gaddhon mein chale (we did
not walk on road, we waded
through potholes),” he said.

-G warns protestmg Pandit govt staff

Apart from this, the adminis-
tration alsomade arrangements
so that no Kashmiri Pandit or mi-
nority community employee is
posted alone at any school or any
other place in the Valley, and to
ensure that there are at least two
or three such employees there,
Sinha said. “They have just one
problem of accommodation,
which I accept is their genuine
concern. The land has been pro-
vided and tenders floated for
most of the work. By April, the
administration will give 1,200
dwelling units, and next year
also, it will give 1,700-1,800
more such units,” he said.

To take care of their security
issues, an officer has been ap-
pointed in every district, he said,
adding that one such officer is
posted in his office as well for re-
dressal of their grievances.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

MP: Cong moves
no-trust motion
in Assembly

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHOPAL, DECEMBER 21

THE OPPOSITION Congress on
Wednesday moved a no-confi-
dence motion against the Shivraj
Singh Chouhan-led government
in Madhya Pradesh in the
Assembly, targeting it over issues
such as corruption and atrocities
against women and tribals. The
debate, which saw heated ex-
changes, will continue Thursday.

After Question Hour, Leader of
Opposition Govind Singh moved
the no-confidence motion. The
motion was admitted by Speaker
Girish Gautam. Opposition mem-
bers targeted the BJP government
over law and order, unemploy-
ment, inflation and corruption
among other other issues.

The BJP MLAs rejected the
charges, claiming the Opposition
has failed to come up with any
concrete issues.

CM Mamata Banerjee in Kolkata on Wednesday. Express

GANGASAGAR MELA

Attempts could be made
to spark communal
tension: Mamata to cops

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,DECEMBER 21

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday said she suspects
that a conspiracy may be
hatched by some to trigger com-
munal tension during the
Gangasagar Mela scheduled for
January next year.

She was speaking during a
high-level review meeting on
preparations for the Mela, which
is slated to be held from January
11-14 next year on the Sagar is-
land. She directed senior police of-
ficers to step up security in the
run-up to the mela. She said,
“Many will plan for communal
tension. We have to foil their plan.”

Bigger crowds are expected
this time after a lull induced by
the Covid-19 pandemic situation
in the past two years. The state

government expects nearly 30
lakh people to attend the mela
and take holy dip during 'Makar
Sankranti., official sources said.

“Iwill ask the state health de-
partment to be alert about the
Covid situation and instruct
them to form a team comprising
expert doctors, led by the health
secretary. We must ensure sur-
veillance,” Banerjee said.

She added that on the lines of
Ganga Aarti in Varanasi, from
this year aarti would be done at
Gangasagar too.

Representatives of the Army,
Navy, Coast Guard, Eastern
Railway, Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Port, BSNL and the
NDRF, among others, were pres-
ent at the meeting. The Chief
Minister is likely to visit the Sagar
island by the month-end to re-
view preparedness. Over 3,000
buses and barges will be deployed
for the Gangasagar Mela.

OPS challenge to EPS: If you don’t want a
united AIADMK, then start a new party

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,DECEMBER 21

OUSTED AIADMK leader O
Panneerselvam on Wednesday
challenged the AIADMK interim
general secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami to start a new party
and runitif he has the courage in-
stead of “capturing” alegacy party
built by MGR and nurtured by ]
Jayalalithaa using “money power”.
Addressing a gathering of of-
fice-bearers of his faction in
Chennai, Panneerselvam, called
as OPS, said it was Palaniswami’s
self-styled attitude without any
self-respect that has led to the
weakened state of AIADMK in
the state despite its legacy.
Unlike his usual calm style,
OPS, who was in a confronta-
tional tone, asked, “Who are you
(Palaniswami or EPS) to bring
disgrace to the party founded by
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O Panneerselvam speaks at a meeting of AIADMK (OPS
faction) district secretaries in Chennai on Wednesday. P11

MGR and
Jayalalithaa?”
Soon after OPS made strong
remarks about EPS leadership,
AIADMK spokesperson and the
former minister D Jayakumar
said “OPS means nothing but a
private limited company.”
“What they are having today
is a board meeting of directors.
They have issued an advertise-

nurtured by

ment to hire people and re-
cruited them for jobs... We don't
consider it as a political party,”
Jayakumar said.

In his speech at the meeting,
OPS said it was EPS’s autocratic
attitude without any self-respect
whichled to the party’s defeatin
the 2021 Assembly elections.

“It all started from
Koovathur,” he said, referring to

an internal party crisis in the
AIADMK in which V K Sasikala
faction had taken custody of the
majority of AIADMK MLAs that
eventually led to the defeat the
then CM OPS in an assembly
floor test in early 2017.

It was that defeat of OPS that
helped EPS, then a trusted aide of
Sasikala, to become CM. However,
five years later, OPS joined hands
with Sasikala while EPS, who is
controlling the party with the
support of majority office-bear-
ers, is opposing the re-entry of
OPS and Sasikaka into the party.

Referring to a recent state-
ment of EPS, OPS said: “ He says
there is not even one per cent
chance for the party to get united
again. You start a new party and
run it then... If you have the
courage, you run the party on
your own... Come to the street,
and declare that ‘[ am starting a
new party,” OPS challenged EPS.

Modi father of new India, says Amruta Fadnavis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 21

AMRUTA FADNAVIS, wife of
Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, on Wednesday
courted controversy once again
by calling Prime Minister
Narendra Modi the “Rashtra
Pita" of modern India.
Maintaining that the India
has two fathers of nation,
Amruta, a banker and singer, said
during a mock court interview
(Abhirup Nyayalay) in Nagpur:
“Itis my firm view that we have

There are 2
RashtraPita:
Maharashtra
Deputy CM’s
wife

two Rashtra Pita. Narendra Modi
is the father of new India and
Mahatma Gandhi is the father of
the nation of earlier times.”

A year ago, too, Amruta had
called Modi the father of mod-
ern India. It was in this context
the interviewer sought to know

that if Modi is the Rashtra Pita,
then who is Mahatma Gandhi.

The remark invited criticism
from Opposition parties.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut said, “I am absolutely
speechless. [ don't know how to
react to this. I leave it to Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and
Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis to speak on the matter.”

Congress leader and former
minister Yashomati Thakur said,
“People who subscribe to BJP
and RSS are repeatedly trying to
undermine and malign
Mahatma Gandhi. The agenda of

BJP and RSS is to change history.
They are master at spreading lies
and creating their own narrative
to mislead the people.Itis a well
thought out attempt towards
changing history."

A senior NCP leader, request-
ing anonymity, said, "How should
we react? Itis shocking. Can any-
body be compared to Mahatma
Gandhi? This is so trivial."

ABJPleader, on the condition
of anonymity, said: “Itis her indi-
vidual view. Since she is not with
the BJP, we cannot react. We have
to respect the opinion of a pri-
vate person.”
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SDM, executive
officer held in
UP housing scam

Lucknow: The Chandauli police in
Uttar Pradesh on Monday arrested
asub-divisional magistrate (SDM)
and an executive officer (EO) in
connection with the alleged
anomalies found in house allot-
ments made under the Manyawar
Kanshiram Housing Scheme.

The accused SDM, Sunil
Kumar, and EO Rajendra Prasad
were posted in Ambedkar Nagar
and Ballia districts, respectively.

In2013, an FIR was lodged af-
ter allegations that houses were
allotted to people under the
Manyawar Kanshiram Housing
Scheme in violation of norms,
Additional SP, Chandauli, Vinay
Kumar Singh said.

“The FIR also alleged that
houses were allotted to ineligible
candidates, in lieu of money.
Initially, the police investigated
and filed a final report in the case.
However, the complainant filed a
protest application, following
which, further investigation was
conducted,” police said. ENS

Gangraped, girl made desperate call - HC nod to make Ajanta

to family, phone was snatched: Police

SAGARRAJPUT
PALGHAR (MAHARASHTRA),
DECEMBER 21

AT 12.05 am on Saturday, hours
after she was confined to a va-
cant bungalow in a Palghar vil-
lage and allegedly gangraped,
the 15-year-old called her fam-
ily but before she could get a
word in, the phone was snatched
from her. As her ordeal contin-
ued, the family spent the night
looking for her, police said.
Police said the girl, who was
confined to the bungalow for
about 15 hours starting last
Friday evening, was raped eight
times by six men, while three
others attempted to rape her. All
nine accused have been arrested
and booked under relevant sec-
tions of the IPC and the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
The girl dropped out of

Tissues on toothbrush
match DNA of ‘shooter:
forensic expert in court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 21

A FORENSIC expert has con-
firmed in court his finding of
DNA match between tissue sam-
ples obtained from a toothbrush
abandoned at a hideout and 30-
year-old Parashuram Vagmore
— the alleged shooter in journal-
ist Gauri Lankesh, 55, murder
that took place in Bengaluru on
September 5, 2017.

L Purushotham, an assistant
director and technical manager of
the DNA section at the Karnataka
State Forensic Science Laboratory,
confirmed his findings in the trial
court on December 15.

Purushotham presented a
series of findings, including the
DNA match of tissues found ona
toothbrush with Vagmore, as
well as hair found on bedsheets
at hideouts with other key play-
ers in the murder plot.

The DNA match is considered
a key evidence to link the
Vagmore's presence in Bengaluru
during the execution of the crime
plotted by aright-wing group.The
SIT charge sheet filed in November
2018 identifies Vagmore as the one
who shot Gauri Lankesh at the
doorstep of her house.

The toothbrush with
Vagmore's DNA material was
among the personal belongings
dumped following the murder
by a building contractor, H L
Suresh, whose house was used
asa hideout for planning and ex-

Gauri
Lankesh was
shotdead in
Sept 2017

ecuting the murder by six men,
including Vagmore. The SIT re-
covered a bag containing tooth-
brushes, clothes, and fake vehi-
cle number plates in August
2018 following the arrest of
Suresh - an alleged activist of the
Sanatan Sanstha affiliate the
Hindu Janajagruti Samiti.

The DNA analysis of the
abandoned toothbrushes at the
hideout did not throw up a DNA
profile match for other accused
like Ganesh Miskin — the alleged
rider of the motorbike that took
the shooter to Lankesh's house,
or Amit Baddi who provided lo-
gistical support or Suresh.

Apart from the DNA evidence
linking the shooter to the hide-
out ahead of the murder, the SIT
also found a match between
DNA strands from hair found on
a blanket at the hideout and the
DNA profile of the alleged mas-
termind of the murder, Amol
Kale, 39, a former Pune convenor
of the Hindu Janajagruti Samiti.
Kale has been named as the
main accused by the SIT in the
Lankesh murder case.

Purushotham told the trial
court that the DNA derived from
hair samples sent by the SIT was
identical to the DNA profile of
Amol Kale but not Vagmore.

HC extends stay on Anil
Deshmukh’s bail order

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 21

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Wednesday extended ftill
December 27 the time to make ef-
fective the bail order to former
Maharashtra home minister Anil
Deshmukh. On December 12,
Justice Makarand S Karnik, while
granting bail to Deshmukh in a
corruption case, had said the order
will become effective only after 10

days, so that the CBI can approach
the Supreme Court to challenge
the same by then. The 10-day pe-
riod was to end Wednesday.

“Itismade clear that no further
requestunder any circumstances
will be entertained,” noted a sin-
gle-judge bench of Justice
Makarand S Karnik. The CBI had
approached the High Court seek-
ing extension of the stay on effect
of the bail order till reopening of
the Supreme Court as the vacation
bench was not available.

school last year.

According to police, around 6
pm Friday, the girl left the village
market, saying she had to take
back her mobile charger that she
had given a friend. She told po-
lice that while in the market, one
of her friends, whom she had
known for about four months,
met her and offered to drop her
home.

Instead, he allegedly took her
to the bungalow, where two of
his friends were present. “They
were consuming alcohol there,”
said a police officer.

Sometime later, police said,
the three accused allegedly
snatched her phone and took
turns to rape her through the
night.

The police officer said four
other men reached the bunga-
low late in the evening. “When
the victim pleaded with the men
to help her get out of there, one
of them agreed and took her on

his bike, but he brought her back
to the same bungalow. Following
this, four of the accused took her
to the beach and forced them-
selves on the 15-year-old,” the
investigator said.

Police said that sometime
around midnight, while the ac-
cused were drinking and talking
among themselves, the girl man-
aged to get her phone and called
her family. During the call, which
barely lasted a few seconds, the
girl sobbed and before she could
talk, the accused snatched the
phone from her.

The girl’s family, police said,
tried calling back several times,
but the accused allegedly kept
disconnecting and later
switched off her phone.
Members of the family then set
out to look for her, but failed to
locate her. Police say the family
didn’t approach them that night.

On Saturday morning, two
other men allegedly went to the

bungalow and raped her.

Later in the afternoon, the ac-
cused allegedly used her phone
to send a message to a friend of
the victim saying she had been
kidnapped.

Around 2 pm, after being in-
formed by the girl's friend, the
family went to the police station
and lodged a complaint.

By then, the accused had re-
leased the girl, and handed over
her phone. However,she did not
go home and remained seated
under a tree near her house,
where the police found her.

“We traced her through her
mobile location, after which we
took her into confidence. When
she revealed her ordeal, we dis-
patched different teams and ar-
rested the accused involved in
the case,” the officer said.

Police said the incident has
left the girl traumatised and that
they are providing her psychi-
atric counselling in a hospital.

Manipur: Seven students dead,

over 35 injur

JIMMY LEIVON
IMPHAL, DECEMBER 21

AT LEAST seven school students
died and over 35 others sustained
injuries Wednesday after the bus
they were travelling in fell off a cliff
near a village in Manipur, about
55 km from state capital Imphal,
officials said. All those who died
were girls aged 14-17 years.

The incident occurred around
11 amnear Longsai part-Ill village
in Noney district when students
from the Yairipok Thambalnu
Higher Secondary School in
Thoubal district were travelling
in two buses on an excursion to
the scenic Khoupum valley.

Officials said the driver of one
of the buses, mostly carrying girl
students, lost control of the ve-
hicle at a sharp curve with no
guard rails.

Five students died on the
spot and two more succumbed
to injuries at the Bishnupur dis-
trict hospital, about 25 km from
the site. The injured were later
referred to hospitals in Imphal.

“I'heard aloud noise. Seconds
later, I heard people crying and
calling for help,” said a resident
of Longsai.

ed in bus accident

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh with a student injured
in the school bus accident, in Imphal on Wednesday. ANI

“This is an accident-prone
zone and it's the third road
mishap here this month. But the
authorities have not addressed
theissue,” said another resident.

Official sources said the death
toll may rise with five other stu-
dents in critical condition.

Following the accident, the
state's Education department
banned school excursions till
January 10.

Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh announced an ex-gra-
tia payment of Rs 5 lakh each to
the families of those who died, Rs

1 lakh each for the seriously in-
jured, and Rs 50,000 each for
those with minorinjuries. He also
announced that the state govern-
mentwould bear the medical ex-
penses of those injured.

Taking to Twitter, the Chief
Minister posted that he “visited
the injured students in the acci-
dent that happened today at the
Old Cachar Road” and “met the
families of the students who
passed away”.

Singh also acknowledged the
timely response of Longsai resi-
dents in the rescue operation.

Shot down by BSF along Punjab
border, drone falls on Pak side

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, AMRITSAR,
DECEMBER 21

APAKISTAN drone that entered
India from along the
International Border in Punjab
was intercepted by BSF troops
following which it fell on the
other side, a senior officer said
on Wednesday.

The drone was “downed” by
Border Security Force (BSF)
troops around 7.20 pm on
Tuesday and it has been taken
away by the Pakistan Rangers,
he said.

The incident took place near
the Daoke border post in
Amritsar.

It was found lying 20 metres
inside Pakistan territory oppo-
site Indian border post
Bharopal when a search was

conducted on Wednesday
morning, a BSF spokesperson
said.

“It hovered in the sky for a
few minutes when counter-
drone measures were taken,
and fell while returning. Search
is in progress to find if it
dropped anything on the
Indian side,” he said.

In an another narcotics re-
covery case from along the
same border but not related to
the drone, the BSF recovered 25
kg of suspected heroin from a
farming field

on both sides of the India-
Pakistan border fence near
Gatti Ajaib Singh village of the
said district.

“BSF troops fired towards
Pakistani smugglers ahead of
the border fence. However,
smugglers managed to run
away taking advantage of
dense fog. A total of 25 packets
suspected to be heroin weigh-
ing approximately 25 kg, a PVC
pipe and a shawl were recov-
ered in this incident,” the
spokesperson said.

firm party to Morbi case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT, DECEMBER 21

THE GUJARAT High Court on
Wednesday allowed an applica-
tion seeking to summon Ajanta
Manufacturing Private Limited
(OREVA Group) as a respondent
in a suo motu public interest lit-
igation (PIL) on the suspension
bridge collapse in Morbi on
October 30 that killed 135 peo-
ple. The firm was in charge of
maintenance and operations of
the suspension bridge.

However, the court rejected an
application by 46 councillors of
the Morbi municipality, seeking
tojoin the proceedings in the case,
on the ground that they appre-
hended that the state government
may supersede the civic body.

On December 19, the coun-
cillors made a representation to
Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel,
requesting him to not supersede
the municipality and thereby al-
low them to complete their five-
year tenure as councillors.

On Wednesday, taking up the
PIL which the HC had initiated
suo motu in November, a division
bench of Chief Justice Aravind
Kumar and Justice Ashutosh
Shastri allowed a civil application
filed by Dilip Chavda through his
advocate Utkarsh Dave.

Inhisapplication, Dilip, whose

CAT result

out, engineers
dominate
toppers list

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

ENGINEERS CONTINUED to dom-
inate the Common Admission Test
(CAT)topperslist,according tothe
result of the 2022 edition of the
exam — the pathway to the Indian
Institutes of Management. The re-
sult was declared on Wednesday.

Around 2.22 lakh candidates
appeared for the entrance exam
that was held on November 27.
Around 35 per cent of the can-
didates were women and 65 per
cent were men.

In the list of 55 toppers, who
scored between 99.98 and 110
percentiles, four were women.
Last year, there was just one
woman in this category.

Engineers made up 74.5 per
cent of this year’s toppers.

Among the candidates with
100 percentile — all men — two
each were from Delhi,
Maharashtra and Telangana, and
one each from Gujarat, Kerala,
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh. Only one candidate
with 100 percentile was from a
non-engineering background.

Three candidates each from
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and West Bengal scored
99.99 percentile each. Also in this
category were two each from
Delhi, Karnataka, UPand one each
from Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu and Telangana.
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The bridge collapse in Gujarat’s Morbi killed 135 people. File

younger brother Ashok Chavda
(38) and Ashok’s wife Bhavna
Chavda (34), were among those
who died in the tragedy, prayed
that AMPL of OREVA group be
summoned asarespondentinthe
PIL. After the couple’s death, their
six-year-old daughter Harshi was
orphaned. The tragedy has or-
phaned six other childrenas well.

The AMPL was the private
party in charge of maintenance
and operations of the suspension
bridge, as per an agreement the
Morbi municipality had signed
with the private firm in March this
year. However, the cable-stayed
bridge, constructed in 1987, col-
lapsed just four days after AMPL
managing director Jaysukh Patel
threw it open to visitors after re-
pair and maintenance.

“..itis clear that the entire ad-

ministration/repair/operation of
theill-fated bridge was within the
control of M/s Ajanta...M/s Ajana
did owe a duty of care to the pub-
lic at large, which it failed to ex-
hibit and which led to the unfor-
tunate incident. Such acts of
malfeasance on the part of M/s
Ajanta will make it liable for the
payment of exemplary damages...
itis necessary that M/s Ajanta be
joined as Respondent No.7 to this
petition,” Dilip pleaded.

Admitting the application,
the division bench ordered to
serve a notice on AMPL. The state
government, the state home de-
partment, commissioner of mu-
nicipalities, Morbi municipality,
Morbi district collector, and
Gujarat State Human Rights
Commission are the six other re-
spondents in the PIL.

Water supply survey begins

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

THE UNION Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs on Wednesday
said it has started a survey of wa-
ter supply in cities in order to as-
sess the quality, quantity and cov-
erage of supply.

Though the Pey Jal Survekshan
under the Ministry’s Atal Mission
for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation 2.0 (AMRUT 2.0)

was launched on September9, the
ground survey was started on
December 15, a MoHUA state-
ment said.

“The survey will serve as a
monitoring tool and an accelera-
tor for the AMRUT mission while
also fostering healthy competition
amongcities...Water utility serv-
ices, used water utility services,
water bodies, non-revenue water
(NRW) estimation, best practices
and innovation are the key focus
areas,” the ministry said.
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Ph.D ADMISSION NOTICE — JANUARY- 2023
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iz p A Defence  Institute of Advanced Technology iz an autonomous
il for wapT e v faeiea e wmar &

Institution, fully funded by the Department of Defence Research &

EXPRESS | Development, Ministry of Defence, established with the objective of

i | i il imparting Post Graduate Education in Engineering and Applied
1- Construction of C type quarter (Two Nos.) (G+3) building in old Sciences on thrust area relevant to Defence, Industries, R&D and also
court campus at Madhepura (Including Electrification work). to conduct research in the Core areas of Defence Technologies.
= e T . DIAT invites applications for the Ph.D. programme under
HH el B faEg ffaer &7 fofer va o | favaeg Tl o @ Institutional Scholarship Category, in Engineering and Applied Sciences
= - i r - Deapartments. Details of Programmes, Application form and othar tarms
1 Mars ffcT @i fafdr | f&e 2212.202 &7 1100 |§""'{’ 17.01.2023 @ and conditions are avaiiahlegat www.diat.ac.in
HHY T I ol SENEOT ST, WEH | 100 S areEr EJ&TIET, In addition to the above, Industry Sponsored candidates, R & D

arad HETE] & @riaa HT S TR B Govt, Organisations, Tri-Services, DPSU's, DRDO Laboratories & DIAT
. s L E L] T Al (JRF/SRF/PA) & Candidates with CSIR-NET, DST, UGC-NET or any
¥ 3 o ERIEE HTATS T 3 . ather Mational fellowship /| scholarship available to them ame also

Beience Eledironics and beyond S 30.12.2022 1 1:00 T fa=i® 24.01.2023 1 aligible to apply for Ph, D admission,
A .WEE‘MS & CEEI =20} o 1200 T4 = ATET Aspiring candidates may apply for admission to Ph.D programme.
. rihpicindinpiaisi ol EF'IT'T 2 ﬁ.—ﬁ—-—rk T : .'?-l_l'l"-'"’- o 2 Hard copy of the application along with relevant documents must reach
wz BHARAT ELEE;EE;'IEEIEMHED : & l_ﬁ'ﬁ‘lml";T?T _ﬁ_:;q IL" E;_il_{ Ll 3 ' ﬁ'ﬂT“T b Joint Registrar: (Academics), DIAT {(DU) Girinagar, Pune-411025
CARI RN E qc-T & Sy
; {A Govt. of india Enserprise undes the Minisiry of Gefence) PR o latest by 1730 hours on or before 137 Jan 2023,
‘Har Ek Kaam Desh Ke NMaam' (CIN: LE2309KATS54COMDOTET) EED

feqis 10012023 9
a0.01.2023 T 390 300

2 [ o RO fae
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fEd® 20122022 H

Bharat Electronics Ltd, a premier Navaratna Defence PSU requires personnel on temporary basis for its Central Research 10012023 T G0 300

Laboratory, Ghaziabad Unit.

MAHARASHTRA CRICKET ASSOCIATION

— farfsr va wwa Tl TR | Tl T |
” o o N [ ”mgﬁ"“ Upper Age limit 3. | [faer o (@mete | faeid 12012023 @ 60| (i 31.01.2023 &1 INFORMATION FOR PUBLIC
LB ason01.01.2023 | 3500 01.01.2023 ) aifer Rfy od 330 JN AE | 3190 330 A A | ELECTION NOTICE 2022-2025
s qHO
Trainee Engineer-| UR-02 Mln‘l:nlznilgjaymr 4. | FIfEsT = (GEa i 1204 20236 3790 T 01.02 2023 @ Election Program for the Councilors of the Apex Council
(Consolidated Computer OBC-01 B.E/B.Tech Algﬁrirhmr 38 Yoar drg) 1 fafer w8 T 330 FOEE | A0 330 TO TF | and office bearers of Maharashtra Cricket Association has
remuneration of | Science- 04 [ EWS-01 (4 year course) Davel R ey e e i R e i e T = been announced on 21/12/2022. Polling & Counting shall
. ; T evelopment, 5 Mg 918 Wad &) AR T8 & qIE | FEAE] 478 & g7 | h - :
Rs.30,000/- PM) Total-04 Engineeringdegree | o 0 o tation Pty g d be held on 8" January, 2023 at MCA International Stadium,
" rE?;f:#{E?::?liinE — L B b At Post: Gahunje, Tal: Maval, Dist: Pune.
Project Engineer-| EL':'?E“;E fras rEl::u:l-gnizEell:I M'”'?H" Jgi;'ea“' AT —wier—o7 ¥ HifF wT T B @l 15 () e # W W12 ([{RE) W 99 Details of Election Program is available on the notice board
(Consolidated Computer 50-07 University/Institution/ SW Testing 27 Year AT of MCA and the website http://www.cricketmaharashtra.com/
remuneration of | Science - 09 College '+ 91y 91l e wE | election.html
Rs.40,000/- PM) 5T-01 g SW Documentation : .
' Total-09 Python etc. wrEuTA® IfRar, By the Order of
Ha UHUS S Shri. J. S. Saharia,
Last date for submission of Application is 15.01.2023. For further details and authentic information on recruitment in BEL, PR. No.12285 (BCD) 2022-23 UHTS, '-III'EETFT I Ex-State Election Commissioner and
please visit CAREERS link on the official BEL website hitp:/fwww.bel-india_in only. b r kY ;
; ! Manager (HR&A) 91 & IR, 94ie HY FE TRaAR| Electoral Officer, MCA
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Chinese aggression
is another reason to

strengthen ties with
India; US lawmakers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, DEC 21

THE LATEST Chinese aggres-
sion against India is yet an-
other reminder of why a
strong Indo-US security part-
nership is crucial to their na-
tional security, top American
lawmakers have said.

The Chinese and Indian
troops were engaged in a
fresh clash in Yangtse area of
Arunachal Pradesh’'s Tawang
sector on December 9, in first
such major flare-up after the
deadly hand-to-hand com-
bat in the Galwan Valley in
June 2020 that marked the
most serious military conflict
between the two sides in
decades.

"China's most recent ag-
gression in Arunachal
Pradesh is yet another re-
minder of why a strong secu-
rity partnership with India is
crucial to the national secu-
rity of the United States and
our allies,” the India Caucus
Co-Chairs said in a statement.

"This event marks yet an-
other threat of the People's
Republic of China to the
Indian territory, including
China's premeditated aggres-

sion on the Line of Actual
Control in 2020 which saw
the death of approximately
20 Indian troops,” it said.

"As co-chairs of the India
Caucus, we have worked for
years to deepen the US-India
bilateral relationship. The India
Caucus built on this progress
by including the Khanna-
Sherman-Schweikert amend-
ment in the House-passed
FY23 NDAA, highlighting the
immediate and serious re-
gional border threats that
India faces from China,” said
the statement.

The co-chairs applauded
the inclusion of Section 1260
in the FY23 Final Conference
Report to strengthen military
cooperation in critical areas
like intelligence gathering,
fifth generation aircraft, and
emerging technologies to de-
ter China's aggression and
encroachment in the Indo-
Pacific region.

"The US and India share a
unique bond as the world's
oldest democracy and the
world's largest democracy,
and as co-chairs of the
Caucus we will continue to
grow our security engage-
ment and bilateral ties,” said
the statement.

27-yr-old woman killed
in moving car, two held

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 21

te Bihar State Todidsm, Devstanment Lotparatinh Lmitad ASaTReL). 8- nadal] apeviey fof Rural Works Department, Bihar invites Percentage rate Tender on behalf of Governor of Bihar [through e-procurement system)
executing tourism infrastructure projects in the state of Bihar, India, intends to execute i, : : :
tourism infrastructure projects at its tourism potential locations. from bona fide, approved and eligible Contractors registered with RWD/RCD/CPWD/MES/ Railways/Other State/Central Govt.
2. Bihar State Tourism Development Corporation Ltd. {BSTDC Ltd) invites sealed bids from departments for the following PMGSY-Ill works including maintenance for five years after construction of roads and Bridges.
eligible experienced Firms/Contractors/agencies/ Bidders for execution of works as given
~ below:- = s = = y i Package wise Earnest Amount
o Estimated | — Bid Bid Security Contrict i — Packag New Technology / Name of Road / T '““'_“':"“"t Monay Payable to
Hame of wark Cast {in Dacument . . strict y: {in mt/ (Rs. in Lakhs) P
Mo, L} tees |Bettron) Cost {EMIDY (in Lach Duration SL e Mo, Bridge Bridge keva} (Rs. in Works
LANDSCAPING OF POND AND No Const. | Maint. Lakhs) | Division
MEAR BY AREAS AT PRAKASH | =
L | punieHASEd paTNA crTy, | PS5 OLAD | Rs-3,580.00 | Rs-10000.00)  Rs- 183 & Months 1 z 3 4 5 6 7 8 g 0 | 11
. PATHA - - i L | Cold Mix Technology/ EE, RWD,
3. Date of Inviting tender Date 20.12.2022 BRO1P Panelled Cement To2-Morballa to Winrks
Arari Forbi i 2075 196730 83.43 41.12
4. Date of downloading of bid document From 04.01.2023 to 10.01.2023 up to 3:00 PM, ol A | tapay Concrete/ Surface Forbesganj Division,
Through website www.eproc 2. bihargowin only 1 Dressing Forbisgan|
5. Last date and time for receipt of bids Date 10.01.2023 up to 3:00 PM Cold Mix Technology/ EE, RWD,
&, Time and date of opening technical bids Date 11.01.2023 Time 3:00 PrA _— . BRO3P RN S MHLI:JF:-SI:.:WZ :arwa . , . i ) Wirks
Through website www.eproc2, bihargow.in b i IR26 Concrete/ Surface an”d mwh'-'d et ki ool (T Divisien,
7. Time and date of opening of Tinancial bids To bz communicated later on 2 Dressing aradiya Khur Eai
8. Place of opening of bid Through website www.eproc2 bibargovin
: ; i T29-Kashi Bandh
9. Period of bids validity 180 days ; EE, R'WD,
O BERLRS et E ST BR1OP Panelled Cement Mushariya To Works
L REErIIang: s MEHeEr, . Darbhanga | Kiratpur oope Concrete/ Surface shagruwa Tetri 1482 | 141508 | 11441 | 3067 i
11, For participating in E — tendering process, the contractor shall have to get themselves Dressing Kuboul Hote Huye et
registered to get user ID, Password and Digital signature. This will enable them to access the 3 Kiratpur Tak Biraud
website www.eprocZ.bihargovin and download/participate in E- tender. All tender :
gueries related to this tender shall be communicated at contactbstde @gmail.com Cold Mix Technology/ | MRL14-KONWAHA EE, RWD,
12. (i) Bid Processing fees and Bid document cost to be paid through online mode i.e. internet Gopalgan) Kuchakot E;HIE;F‘ ;“E”M -Eem:-m H.ﬂ.::'?l:t: ;:J i 13.30 177538 161.73 37.84 l'f"'lmlk':'
payment gateway (Credit/Debit card), Net Banking, NEFT/RTGS. p A '}"Elffw uriace 5 o EIFM:' P D"""If' ol :
i apalganj-
fii)  Bids along with necessary online payments must be submitted through e-Proc2.0 portal ik paeand
www.eproc. bihargovin before the date & time specified in the NIT. The department does TOL-MOHAN |4
P ki ool 55 Cold Mix Technology/ EE, RWD,
not take any responsibility for the delay/MNon availability of internet connection, Metwork ks BROSP Panelled C RAMGARH BLIXAR Work
Traffic/Holidays or any other reasons”. iah;:::a] Nuawan o c:::m-e : SEJ:[;:L CHAUSARDADTO | 2536 | 181509 | 16593 | 39.72 DME:;_I
13, Thetender documentscan be obtained through website www, betde bihargowin Dr;ssing BHATPLIRWA RCD Ml:lha-n'r;
14, Earmest Money should be paid through online mode e internet payment gateway 3 ROAD
tErEI:'Jit.-rDPI:I-it card], Net Eankim_a, MEFT/RTGS or by BG onlyin favuurjpledggd ?aihar state MRL15-Barsoi Sima
Tourism Development Corporation Ltd. (BSTDC Led), and hard copy shall be paid in the form Cold Mix Technology/ Adampur To EE. RWD.
aalc:::plalﬂed in the terms and mndut.mns available .In Tender fr!.:-e '.'rE'n:l at r.hq:. website _ BRIEE ranalled Camant Balugan] Bajer Tak _ \Wirks
Original earnest money shall be submitted to the office of Executive Engineer, Bihar State katihar | BAIMPUF | ‘3p17 |  Concrete/Surface | Via Kashgawnwvia | o0 | 198873 | 21304 | 413 1 oiision,
Tourism Development Corporation Ltd. (BSTDC Ltd), 3rd Floor, Tourist Banglow, Beerchand Drasshng shadbopticala Kireol
Fatel Path, Patna—800001, tilllast date and time of Opening Technical bid, falling which the 6 hardarie bk
tenderwillberejected, ke
15, all the informatien/corrigendumyaddendum related to the project shall be published on TO7-PWD ROAD
the website www.eprac2 bihar.govin . The autherity shall have the right to reject the bid Cold Mix Technology/ | BHARAT CHOWEK TO EE, RWD,
i i ieni BR1GP Panelled C t KALHAMN Wi Work
partially or fully without assigning any reason what so ever. Katihar Ajamnagar ot : ane ; :":;:I“ Bl 2271 2475.84 21595 t3.497 o '3” 5
16, Further details of works can be obtained from the office of Executive Engineer For DEENS] StEaoe Pl
clarification, regarding the e=tendering process, please contact e-Proc2.0, Helpdesk, Dressing rNIMGL'H'ﬁ'G_HDPUB" Manihari
mjunction services limited RBY Complex, 2nd Floor, Canara Bank Campus, Khajpura, Ashiana ! KARSOTA
Road, P.5. - Shastri .N Agar, Pﬁtna 800 014, Bihar, Toll Free Number: 1800 572 6571, Email Id: Cold Mix Technology! | T03-Salmari Barsal EE, RWD,
eproc2support@bihargowin ik A BR1GF Panelled Cament SHOE Narayvanpur 1 o {58433 14173 2461 Works
17, TheAmount of B.O.Q may increase or decrease i IRNBERF 3R25 Concrete/ Surface Chowk To Bartabar : st T : Division,
Chief Engineer 8 Dressing Via Sitalmani Chowk Manihari
BSTDC Ltd, Patna. I - -+
T04- Marbatpur
[ BSTDCL, Beerchand Patel F“:h- Fatna -800 001 Cold Mix Technology/ | Paikbahab Pmgsy EE, RWD,
Katihar | Ajamnagar o A e oMYA | 1ae2 | 1so0s4 | 13772 | 3zes s
For further details please visit website www.state. bihar.gov.in/prdbihar IR27 Concrete/ Surface Deoganwa Divisicn,
Dressing babhangama Manihari
PR. No. 12271 (Ni.Ni) 2022-23 g Bt
:TE'T T-I ]:l'-‘l Gl ? ..:‘-l ﬁ J4q ﬂl? @m aﬂ? EIFQﬂIE -\E[ | ) TOB-Azamnagar
Cold Mix Technalomyf y EE, RWD,
PWD Road To Hat
; BR1GP Panelled Cement ] Works
Katihar Alamnagar Baraul Via Surtl 19,89 1267 .40 179,85 4305 L
3IR23 Concrete) Surface wekhar Vid Divisicn,
ey L 1_' 1
10 Dressing Marbalpur Manihari
Cold Mix Technology/ TOZ-KATIH AR EE, RWD,
: o BRLGP Panelled Cement rAMIHARI TO Wiorks
( Mobile No. 9473400397, E-mail:- spe-kishanganj@brpnn.co.in) i B e Concrete/ Surface SIMLAPARA ady | | DR | Sl Division,
11 Dressing (TRACKZ] Manihari
Coc.Wo:-BRPNNL/ENG/CD0/921 - |
ffireT smEm Al MRLA1-KURHAILI -
EE, R\WD
il L s Ny LY I = - - -
(Fae §—dmey Ughd & FaN dewze www. eproc2.bihargov.in w) BR1EP Panelled Cement PATHARGHATTI - Worke
Eishanganj | Dhghalbank Concrete Surface LAKSHMIPLIR- 14,95 1488.7% BE.85 31,23
FR3I0 Divislon
fAem <=y e fEm ffrm Eies N D W e RS E L A E fﬁ.é.w.f?ﬁ.fﬁﬂﬁﬂ = Dressing FALIDAR PALSA H'sh-llr'lﬂ 'mr' 3
¥ o o | A
Jadats s o g S 9 M weee @ SBD smenRa §-Ffe afsm & 12 | PATH
HEIH W & 4TS WTedt (A 9 i) s i .. Wy R ey Cold Mix Technology/ MRLA1-NHIZTE EE, RWD,
i findr e o | ofy ddew frew ver g o Fers ffade | BR1EP Panelled Cement PIFRISTHAN]TO Work
PG EIG n.,»{ -;rﬁﬁ! FrHEE e A | 1 T f:rc-'Ti' s e Fsi I%} fofAcs | Kishanganj | Thakurgan | o cal'll. e ; ;m;n I:GGEALDP.M GIGI sunt |-sesemz |icsms |lapss L orks
T W fefeT =87 2, 74 U % O g8 e F e s e e ? s e A
: o 13 Ciressing BEMGAL SIMA TAK Kishanganj-2
HPTNTEE | T (e HIET W Bic Lon -
S nfh i e | oy Cold Mix Technology/ | MRLOZ-Madhepura EE, RWD,
b L (#TE o (%o H) (A Fo | paymenyy | WA BR20P Panelled Cement NH106 - Rauta Works
HEL | i s Y ; Madh K rkhand ; ; ) 21.84 2146 81 21612 47.38 d, T
il g ) ! P *; LI:_',I" "T s (ol inensent 3R42 Concretef Surface Bridge via Belari Division,
: ik I? = &' 14 Dressing Rampatti Road Madhepura
A _|~r AT i Cald Mix Technolegyf | BMELD3-Laxmipur To EE, R'WD,
form wm % 5% fsosito # e T - BR2OP Panelled Cement gamall via 1744 aeaas | asear | 2aas Works
B 2 L 3 i i ¢ ‘ ; - B
-.-.r._-|_-'.'|f|'1'.1 q _&waTﬁnﬂT-:u o=t T 3 ' 3R4G Concrete) surface karmalkund wia Divisian, Lida
st e | ' 15 Dressing parmanandpur Kishungan]
U FI AETE—50,00 Hio .
(=) T3 -Kanhauwli
Activity T i l.'.-;rFII-:i M:E&éhnulﬁpﬁ ﬂ:d:fi;:idlhE-I:a EEE'-:'D,
Download date of bid documents From 05/01/2023 (10:00 Hrs) to 27/01/2023  (15:00 Madhubarii |Andhrartharhi AnEties. Lemer e ) 1640 | 184506 | 211.84 | 4124 bl
Hrs.) (www.eproc2 bihar gowin | 3AR13 Cuncretej_ﬁurface Block i-.ieau:l Cluarter DI'LI.IE-IIJI'l,
Pre-bid Meeting 14/01/2023 3t 15.00 Hrs. (Meeting Hall of BAFNNL 7, Bressing Tk ¥ia Bhcudier, AnEnjharpuy
Sardar Patel Marg, Patna - 800015 16 | Gadhraln, Barsam
Last m[n},.!iime: for submission/ upleading | 30/01/2022 , upte 15200 Hrs, (wweweproct bibhargogin | Cold Mix Technology | MRLOS-Dharmabari EE RWD
of offer/Bid _ BR27P Panelled Cement To Kutl Ghat Via i T
Purnia Baisa 17.65 184359 | 187295 | 4063 Werks
bid fity and Hard capies of dacument o Ll bl Ehimi AN Divigian, Baisi
: 1 5!3.'I:":I- 10y i il Copes | QELIE 17 Dressing Thana [
in origiea. '
Date & time f-:lr opening af Technical Bid 0302/2023 ar 15:30 Hes. [www.eproc bihargowin | MELDZ-NH 107
Date, timea and place of opening of To be infermad ater to technically gualified biddar. Cold Mix Technology/ hOH&MNIA ARRARLS EE. RWD,
Financizl Bid (www.eproct. bihargov.in ) BR27P Panelled Cement SIMA VIA Works
5 T Purni Ba khi 2085 238505 244 .95 52.73 T
7. Fifera 1 4ty — dre vt 21 st Rl 9 120 B o | S ol e E6 ) Rerf e "] 3R77 | Concrete/ Surface DHRUBVILAS SE Division,
ﬁ-."ﬁ']—__"m ﬁ ﬁﬁq"rr .—,ﬁ ﬁ-ﬂ ,3.|T,|'|"ff|' ﬁm G ?I-_ﬁ :_qg.qﬁ' E"'ﬁ AT ?.F_'-_,—,_-'f" é‘ | Elressing YaADM TOLA BHITA Purnia
8 FiT 2, 3,4 7 5 (Fifie sl ff) ¥ Rl fom s wifts o A Rerf & et || 2 T8
Fora =i S vy T W S Y A T A A | Cold Mix Technology/ EE, RWD,
P En e i et B et ; = frf T ’ -7l ' BR27P Panelled Cement TO1-KASEA TO Wik
9. T i 7 wee was @ A 9w e dSse wwwieproc2. bihargovin S Gl anelled Cemen sier | assias |viseis | 9 orks
T Al 19T | 3R Cﬂr'll:-fﬂi'ﬁ',u" Surface GERLEA Division,
10 $—2==ftr ) ufikn & o &9 &g wEEw 3 www.eproc2.bihargovin T ofan g 3 Dressing Purnia
EFTT | 8 o7 daaEe [(www.eprocZ.bihargovin) @ 2eeEE 99/ §-teet 9 il # Cold Mix Technology/ | o0 o0 s EE, RWD,
. 5 - 3 ErRgaran 1
AN 1w AFE E | BRZ7F Panelled Cement Work
Pl bk _ . _ o Purnia | Sri Nagar Hhnskhel Jalalgarh NH57 Via | 1350 | 156468 | 13159 | 34.01 s
1. 31l o3, o Fm wd el Taese (www.eproc2.bihargovin) 5 9 fimm @ 3Ra0 Concrete/ Surface Dimia Divisicn,
HFAT & | 20 Dressing Purnia
12 HaaF 5T 9hEm s RE dEene | U 90 & 99 J9aree 0F B geaetaes e os Cold Mix Technology/ EE, RWD,
T WY T HTAS FAT E Eac| O TR Ak FTU /ST H /T T BR29P Panelled C t MRLOS-SAMDA SA Work
Pl " et alan el nb bl Lt T /20 ST i Saharsa | Saurbazar | Ty e 1516 | 161581 | 15889 | 35.58 g
Frferer & fog amryern & &) o am -y & wve Haw ween s & | sael g @i (9= 3R13 Concrete, Surface EHABURIYA BAZAR Division,
#) frma-01/02 /2023 & ameres 3:00 5o oF 79 gfyaeen abiea, e o g4 21 | Dressing Saharsa
Frrtn_Frm for., arga aRwten wavss wWo—o2, feserie /9y qen sfimm, el Cold Mix Technology/ EE. AWD,
Had—oz, fen von g Fmiter Frem fa., gesn & ofta favs o g o smes 5 afi 5 B e T26-5amastipur el
e w0 W S e e g samastipur | Uliarpur IR16 Concratay Surface LIjiar puer Sarairanjan 29.30 3226.04 311.36 .92 Divicion
; . ; ia M aj ;
1fEd B ouwr @ wmerd s il s oW dEwge wwwbrpnnl bihargovin va 22 Dressing ot bt

www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in 7 TR & =
1454 wle ¥ e urestad afd 2+l o2 Joint Venture ) @ ¢ |

15 [AfireT s gemn Pt o g warfered ) B wro gamg B o i e, wihs
1 755 T o e i
16 g @ ufFm 4 wafia el @ ger 9 aEed o guieen &g d-dieie 2o

doded, THade Afdaa Bice oR W @i, gEd Wi, s d6 #0h, W
anfavr v, 90— I T TS T—-e00014, FER (T em—-18005726571) ¥ WS fEm
Al A B

17 faem wramr B aniEsmEed @ e A oy gl F e e o e & ar agemge
www.brpnnl.bihar.gov.in/state.bihar.govin/prdbihar == 90 o @%@ 2 |

18 [4fE21 Download /Uplead 2 f® vd w91 w3 Network Failure 23 Ry &) Basfard
e B |

19907 q5=0 Hi=E, T8 far, WeER 6N, 0eA & uHiE-20 BAe-25.01 2021 79 Al 90
(Tl ) ooy fomi e & gene—zoza (E), RAi—11.04.2022 §F1 9910 SS9 & aqarad
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Date and Time for Downloading of Bidding Documents

Last date and Time of Online Bid Submission

(including Scanned copy of Affidavits)

Online Bid Opening Date and Time
Place, date and time of Pre-Bid Meeting

+31.01.2023 at 15:30 Hours,
: 27.01.2023 from 15:00 Hours. (Office of Respective Works Circle, RWD)

The Cost of Package and Earnest Maoney is indicative and the actual amount of Earnest Money will be as per uploaded BOO. Cost of non-
refundable Bid Document (Rs, 10,000.00 for Bids costing more tham Rs. 50 lakh and Rs. 5000 for Bids costing Rs. 15 lakh 1o Rs, 50 lakh} and Earnest
Money will be submitted online (PMGSY e-tender online Account-through PMGSY e-tender portal by Internet Banking only ], All concerned please note
that the bidding process will not move onward if the Bid Document’s Cost (Tender Fee) and Earnest Money is not paid through PMGSY e-tender portal

by Internet Banking. No ather form of Bid Document cost and Earnest Money will be acceptad,

The bidders are required to submit the following docurment is original at the tirme of signing of contract Bond in the office of the Concerned

Executive Enginaer.

[a) affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions.

(b Self-attested bid id sheet generated (Acknowledgement Sliph when the bid is successfully submitted by the bidder. Original documents must match

the scanned copies submitted along with the bids submitted on line.

Incase, of any discrepancy in this respect, it will be treated as missrepresentation by the Bidder, Such Bidder shall be liable to be debarred for
participating in bids for five years.

Details of tender related infarmation can be viewed! downloaded from the website http://pmesytendershib. gowin, Interested Bidders will

' From 24.01.2023 (09:00) to 31.01.2023 {12:00)
$31.01. 2023 up to 15:00 Hours,

hawve to register with thelr DSC | Digital Signature Certificate)in the web site http:/fpmgsytendersbib.govin,

For further details please visit website state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

PR- 12238 (RW D ) 2022-23
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Engineer-in-chief
Rural Works Department,
Bihar, Patna

TWOMEN have beenarrested
by the Navi Mumbai Police
Crime Branch for allegedly
killing a 27-year-old woman by
strangulating her in a moving
car and disposing her remains
in the river bank of Dhamani
village near Matheran.

The police said Urvashi
Satyanarayan Vaishnav was
identified with the help of her
slipper. The accused, Riyaz
Samad Khan (36) and Imran
Sheikh (28), are employed as
a gym trainer and a courier
delivery boy, respectively.

The police said Khan, who
is married and has a son, was
having an extra marital affair
with Vaishnav - a resident of
Koparkhairne in NaviMumbai
— for the last six months.

Terming it a pre-planned
murder, Inspector Ravindra
Patil said, "Urvashi was mur-
dered because she was pres-
suring Khan to marry her."

The police said that
around 5 pm on December
13, Khan went to Vaishnav's

UTTARAKHAND

house. At 9 pm, they left as
she wanted to go to work.
"Urvashi worked as a bar
dancer. While Khan was driv-
ing her to work, Urvashi again
started pressuring him to
marry her,"” said an officer.

Mid-way, the police said,
Khan picked up Sheikh.
“After he sat in the rear seat,
Sheikh strangled her with a
rope in the moving car from
behind while Khan held her
hands. Later in the night, the
two dumped her body near
Dhamani village,” the officer
said.

On December 14, the Navi
Mumbai police were in-
formed that the remains of a
woman had been found lying
at the river bank. "The post-
mortem revealed she was
strangled to death, following
which a case of murder was
registered at Panvel Taluka
police station," said an officer.
“Her slippers had a tag of the
shop from where it was
bought. A team went to the
shop and scrutinised CCTV
footage that showed Urvashi
and Khan buying the
footwear,” he said.

Ankita murder case: HC
junks plea for CBI probe

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
DEHRADUN, DECEMBER 21

EXPRESSING SATISFACTION
with the probe by the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) into
the murder of 19-year-old re-
ceptionist Ankita Bhandari,
the Uttarakhand High Court
on Wednesday rejected a pe-
tition requesting the probe to
be transferred to the CBI.
Uttarakhand Advocate
General SN Babulkar,whorep-
resented the state government,
said a petition was filed before
the High Court with a prayer
that the probe be taken from
the SIT and given to the CBIL.
“The court rejected the
prayer, saying that the SIT in-
vestigation has been satisfac-
tory and appreciable. The
court also mentioned that
the SIT is working independ-
ently and headed by a senior

police officer who is from an-
other state, and there is no
reason to doubt the investi-
gation. The court said that
this is a sensitive matter and
the SIT is moving in the right
direction,” Babulkar told The
Indian Express.

Earlier, a plea seeking a
CBI probe was moved by
journalist Ashutosh Negi, ac-
cusing the police and SIT of
hiding crucial facts in the
case. The petitioner alleged
that the SIT did not make
public Ankita's autopsy re-
port and demolished the
room of the resort where she
used to live. Ankita’s father
Virendra Singh Bhandari and
mother Soni Devi later joined
as petitioners.

On Wednesday, a single-
judge bench of Justice Sanjay
Kumar Mishra decided on the
plea. The SIT team, headed by
DIGPRenuka Devi, has filed a
charge sheetin the case.
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CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

—PUBHENOTCE—
It isforgeneratnformation tha

l,. Archie Mahendru, Ex wife o
Sh. Kunal Mahendru, D/O Sh

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is infarmed al large
that Mr. Marm Mohen Gaind, Sin Late
K. PP Gand, hre Mndula Gaind, Wha
fér. Man Maohan Gaind & Mr Dinash

Humar Gaird, Sit Lale Mr. PP Gaind, ans Lalit Mohan Gupta, R/o Housd
the absolule owners of Pmpary No y

M-243, DLF Cily Phase I, Gurugram No. R-1/34, Raj Nagar

Harvara & have spproached Siala Hank Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh

of Incka, RACHEC Branch, Naraing, Mew

Dol o sesk n'c:lr.?:lnlfic;. :Im:I armd 291002, declare that | go

aakd property % rorigage. That Orginal divorced from my husband Sh

EF'Am Inla-;fd ';If L-!-E-'l.g'ﬂg %ﬂ'g.ﬁﬂiﬂ Kunal Mahendru S/o Sh. Arur

waur o £ f M Lalna, ¥ 4} H

favour of W DP Guha, Sak Deed in Mahendru vide Casg
No0.22/2022 dated 18.08.2022
Further | have changed my

I,SURJEET KUMAR S/0-
SH.PARSHOTAM DASS R/0-N-
504,JALVAYU VIHAR,SECTOR-
25,NOIDA,GAUTAM BUDH
NAGAR,U.P-203101,have
changed my,daughter’s
name,from AYANNA SHARMA
to AAYANA SHARMA for
all,future purpose.

0040646218-6
Al RUpal ishi Garg W7o Aman

I,LMINGOCHA SINGH,FATHER
OF,MONGJAM DINESH SINGH
presently,residing
at,NONGPOK KEITHEL MANBI
MAKHA,LEIKAI,ANDRO,IMPHAL
EAST,MANIPUR-795149,have
changed my name,fromM
INGOCHA SINGH to MONGJAM
INGOCHA SINGH,vide-affidavit
dated.21-Dec-2022.

0040646251-8

I Ritu Goel /Ritu Goyal W/0-Shri
Sumit Bansal R/0-D-201,Sai
Baba Apartment, Sector-9,
Rohini,Delhi-110085 have
changed my name to Ritu
Bansal for all purposes.

0040646150-1

I'GauravNayyarS/o Late Sh.
Gurusaran Dass Nayyar R/o
FlatNo.177, Ground Floor, Block
No.DG-3, Vikas Puri, Tilak

I, Kavita Paruthi D/o krishan lal
R/0 H.N0 1316/28 Arjun nagar
Rohtak HR124001 have
changed my name to Kavita for
all purposes. 0040646213-10

T, Kausarsiddique, D70 Murtaza:

Ali Khan, W/o Yousuf Naseem
Siddique, R/0 495, Shahabad,
Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh-243001,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as

I, Shiji BS, Spouse of Army
No0.15313501K, Hav., Ajaya
Kumar C, resident of JC-30F,
2nd Floor, LIG Flats, Hari
Enclave, Hari Nagar, Delhi-
110064 have changed my name
from Shiji Ajayan to SHIJI BS,
vide affidavit dated 19/12/2022
before Adv. O.P. Chaudhary,
Notary Public,New Delhi.

0040646145-2

Classifieds

— PERSONAL™
l,shrishti D/0o-nagender
mishra,R/0 L 008 vivek-vihar
sector-82 noida -gautam budh

nagar,up-201304,Have
changed my Name to shrishti

favour of &Y. Joydesp Guha & Mr. DF
Guha Vasiva 12850, Sale Deed i Sanmur
of M Jopdesn Guha & M DF Guna

mishra.For all future purposes. ~ Kumar Singhal R/0 H.No.14, I,Kavita,D/0 KFishantatH:No. —  1,ShahadatAlis/oRehmat——  KausarBegum.  0070818598-1  Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-110018 \isita 13026 & Sao Deed n favour of pamo and shall é‘jf?:fter b
00406462360 AEh-Floor, Deepali Enclave, 1316/28,Arjun Ali,R/0-BB-104 Gali 1JULLIAND/OALEXANDER ——  have changed the name of my kbbb el pta.
) Pitampura,Delhi-110034,have Nagar,Rohtak(Haryana) - No.3,Subhash Basti Nabi ANTHONY R/0 S-126/629, minor daughter from Aaliya has If_rf ”.‘;?.'“];!!'?1 a:,-li-ush_an:-:c:culrpevls
) nown as Devinder changed my name to Rupanshi 124001,have changed my name Karim,Pahar Ganj Delhi-110055 KANAK DURGA COLONY, Nayyar to Aalia Suman Nayyar Kifie: o Ty NkHraaE. Wi Wis for PHB'”&HGE_J formationrof generatpublic th

in the said property, may submil Ser
chjaciions Dedore the undersignad wide

= E-Mal adv shalabh. gupla@gmail com o
I,LSMRITID/O.LATE- HARISH vide telophona No+G10717215634

BATRA ADD-F-9/1,2ND FLOOR wilh Is.rm'lr-g l.'lIJ-.'uIIII:IIIh walhin 0T
MALVIYA-NAGAR ,SOUTH "SHALABH BUPTA. ADVOCATE

to Kavita Paruthi for all forall purposes. 0040646143-6

Purposes. 0040646236-3

T,Kavita Rani w70 Sanjeev Kumar
R/o U-131Vijay

Singhal. 0040646251-3

LRajesh,S/oBalKishan,R/0
28/844,2nd Floor,DDA
Flats,Kalkaji,Delhi-110019,have

have changed my nameto
Shahdat Ali 0040646227-4

I, Saloni Singh D/0 Sanjay Kumar
Singh R/0 F-92, Gamma-1,

Duaalias Devinder Kumar
Dua,S/o Sh.Deen Dyal Dua,R/0
623,Dr.Mukherjee Nagar,Delhi-
110009,have changed my
name and shall hereafter be

SECTOR-12,R. K. PURAM, NEW
DELHI-110022, have changed
my name to JULLIAN ANTHONY.

0040646149-1

My Client Ms. Jahanvi D/o Sh. Rajesh K
aged 25 years R/o Plot no. 985, RWA, G
Block, Sector-47, Gurugram have decide:
to break all the ties and relations from he
Mother namely Smt. Rekha W/o Sh. Rajes}
Kumar, aged 45 years, R/o 237, Maharan
Pratap Nagar, Near Shiv Mandir, Etah, U.H

known as Devinder Dua.

) . . . . H.NO. 188, HAR| CHAND WAL| _mmE_ interference in my Client's personal lifef
0040646218-5 0040646218-3 to Kavita for all future Sanjay Singh to Sanjay Kumar GALI, Tigi Pur, North West all,future Purposes. ST ey Further, my client has not been properl

I,ZEENAT KHAN W/O-SUHAIL
KHAN/SUHAIL AHMED,R/O-
1945, DDA JANTA-FLATS, GTB-
ENCLAVE,DELHI-110093,have
changed my name to JEENAT
BEGAM. 0040646213-5

I,Yogesh Kumar S/O-Mahinder
Malhotra,H.No-B-8/5,Krishna
Nagar,East Delhi-110051,Have

I,RAKHI AHRAWAL,W/O ANAND — ) i i ir own i r iblity, ress: O-
Ezra].qnaﬁ"eag?%glt??e toYogesh AGRAWAL,R/0 FLAT'{\]O.SOG correction. Objections befilled Inderlok, Delhi-110035 have as Sukhvinder Kaur. TRAAGHAVS/OYOGINDER Cvﬁilgi?rg:ec:igntnshiils:c?tdbgsrzggir?slil?llefz Address: S:Jg;,ﬁzglé?(?;\l;;g:
. N TOWER-4, LOTUS to 13 JAKLI within seven days. changl‘gb_cl| m%/ n;ilnor d?ughltler’s 0070818599-1 BHATT. H.NO-1343. SECTOR 7 any cost. N o
PANACHE,SECTOR-110,NOIDA, 0020450187-1  ameRidatoAeezalora I, Gowardhan Singh Sankhla,5/6 ~ URBAN ESTATE KARNAL O ADVOCATE

L,VimlaDeviW/0 Binod Kumar
Gautam R/0 RZD-2/83
Gali.No.5,Mahavir Enclave
Delhi-110045 changed my
nametoVimla. 0040646231-2

g ) ’ =i 1 F th asoinad ¢ uti i igi
LVikrant, S/0 Prakash, Resident ofH.N0.2, Gali.No-01, ~toHardipSinghGrewal. 0070818662-1  5/0,MAZHAR ALAM,ADD- SHL00- 1987 i 4 orinee o 200k documarts regaring. he- above i
R/0:2/282NDMCStaff Rajokri Village,New Delhi- 0040646236-4 00406461602 yyikshaGuptaR/OB5/327,—  1640,GALIKHATIYAN RODGRAN the firm M), Harvind Cyels Ca, property. ho found tht Original Allotmen|
Qtrs,Bapu Dham,San Martin 110038 have changed myName [ Rizzu,W/0 Samim R/0-B- Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-110085 LAL KUAN CENTRAL,DELHI- F"Ef‘;;ﬁ%_;ﬂi-ﬁ{'f,ff';'l'ﬁfgﬂa!}“;;?'" Ansal Properties & Industries Py, Lte
Marg,Chanakyapuri,New from Priti to KM.Priti Sharma I,F%l:jr]rool Hasan s/ O'MOhIC.I 863,Dera Gazi Khan, Pitampura,  inform that my father name 110006,Changed my name to " Dethi-0008, i bl il
DeIh|-110021,have changed vide affidavit dated-19.Dec.22 Si IqI’R/ﬁH EQ'B_ISI’Ga 1.No- Delhi-110034,have changed my Naresh Kumar Gupta and MOHAMMED OMER He hias only tw legal heirs namely, bearing No-H-686;
my name to Vikrant before NCT.of Delhi. 11,B-Bloc _,_S riRam ) minor son’s name from Ashraf Naresh Gupta both are the MAZHAR,for all,future Warvind Kumar EI,I[I'.;.] & Anano Kumar H;~*PatamVihar'situated-in—aroun
Tanwar,for all purposes Colony,Rajiv Nagar,Delhi- . Gupta, bath san's of Late Sh. Kishan ~Vittage;~€hauma—at—tehsil—& District
’ ’ 0040646212-1 ’ ’ to Sahil 0040646227-2 same person. 0040646224-1 Purposes. Chand Gupta ~Gurugram-Haryana: in-respect-of-above
-mentioned—property were lost/misplaced

0040646218-4

I,Tushar S/0 Prakash Chand
Upadhyay R/0,K-388,Gali.No-
8,Mahipal-Pur,Delhi-

110037,have changed my to Prakash Chand LP.Depot.New Delhi declare Singh for all future purposes. Singh Bhati for all future PALAM-COLONY, SOUTH-WEST rieatsz o e poicd

name to Tushar Upadhyay,for Upadhyay,For All,future that nre)am’e of mine and m 0070818651 -1 purposes. 0070818676-1 DELHI-110077,changed my — PUBLEICNOTICE ] Online Portal.

A||,future purpose. ) y name to ABHISHEK KU MAR,fOr My Clients mehak gussai d/o laxmar My client is'declaring that ngither he ha
purpose. 0040646216-8 father has been wrongly [,Dhananjoy Singh Yadav, S/o0 mortgaged/lien the above said documents

0040646216-7

I,Tarun S/o Anil Kumar
Yadav,R/0.H.No0.72,Main
Road,vPO.Bagrolla,New Delhi-
110045,have changed my
name to Tarun Yadav,for all
Purposes. 0040646236-2

I,Tanvi Goyal W/o Sudhir Kumar
R/0 2946,Kashmiri
Block,Trithankar Nagar,Jain

changed my name to Rajesh
Kanojia,for all purposes.

I,Rajesn'sS/o Sh. Veer
Bhan.R/0.H.No. 1012,Gali No.-
1,Near Apna-Enclave Phase-
01,Laxman-Vihar,Gurgaon
(Haryana)-122001,have
changed my name to Rajesh
Kumar,for all Purposes.

0040646236-1

GAUTAMBUDH-NAGAR,UTTAR
PRADESH-201301,changed my
name to RAKHI AGRAWAL.

0040646236-7

I,Priti Spouse of Dileep Kumar

I,Prakash S/0-Jagdish Chand
Upadhyay R/0O,K-388, Gali,No-
8,Mahipal Pur,Delhi-
110037,have changed my name

I,Parveen kumar,S/0-Shyam
Chand Address-511 D-2/5A
govind-Puri kalkaji New-Delhi-
110019,changed my name to
Parveen Kumar khatana.

0040646213-1
I,Pankaj S/o-Dharm Pal,R/o-

Gandhi Metal Colony, Near-Old
Power House,Adarsh

Nagar,Narela,Delhi-
110040,have changed my name

purposes. 0040646231-3

T,JC-594830P,Sub H/CtJaffar
Hussain, S/O- Ghulam Mustafa
Mattu ,R/O- Soti, Tehsil-
Gandoh ,District- Doda-182203.
Inmy servicerecordstheDoB
of my son namely Junaid Jaffar
Matoo has been wrongly
mentioned as 28-02-2012
instead of 28-12-2014. It needs

I,Hardip Grewal, S/0 Surinder
Singh Grewal,H.No0.32,Amaltas
Marg, DLF City Phase-1,
Gurgaon(Haryana)-
122002,have changed my name

110094.have Changed my name
to FAKHRUL HASAN.
permanently. 0040646218-10

[,LEkta D/o Sanjay Kumar,R/o C-
1A, 207, T-Huts, Ring Road,

written as Ekta Chauhan and
Sanjay Chauhanin my 10th
Class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine and
my father are Ekta and Sanjay
Kumar. 0040646216-9

[LMamta Sachdeva,D/O-Late
ShriBrij Mohan Sachdeva,R/0-
C-4/154,Keshav Puram,Delhi-
110035,inform that Mamta

Greater Noida U.P. have
changed my fathers name from

Singh for all future purposes.
0070818645-1

I, Sunita Choudhary, W/0
Kuldeep Rana,R/0191 pkt 11,
Sec 23, Rohini, Delhi, have
changed my name to Sunita
Rana. 0070818641-1

I,Sajid Akhtar S/0 Shahbuddin
R/0 390, Shahzada Bagh,

future purposes. 0070818656-1

I, Ruchika Verma W/o Lalit
VermaR/0-EA-170/2,Tagore
Garden Delhi-110027, have
changed my name to Ruchi
Verma Permanently

, HiMansnu, m rsingn,

Delhi, Delhi-110036, have
changed my nameto
HimanshuRana. 0070818616-1

I, Gurvinder Kaur, W/0
Sukhwant Singh, R/o Dera
Dachar Road, Nissing, V.P.O-
Nissing (34), Karnal, Haryana-
132024, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known

Devi Lal Hajuri, R/0 Ward No-07,
Near Bavadi Bassi Kheda,
Bassi, Chittorgarh, Rajasthan-
312022, have changed my name
to Govardhan Lal Hajuri.

I, Reena Gaur W/o Sanjay Kumar
Singh R/0 F-92, Gamma-1,
Greater Noida U.P. have
changed my name to Reena

I, Ram Kishan Singh S/o Bhoora
Singh R/o0-House.No-15,
Gali.No-1 Ashok Vihar,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122001,have
changed my name to Ram
Kishan Chhoker, Permanently

0040646160-3

I, Rakesh Shrivastav, S/o
Balmukund, R/0 45, Street No.6,
Mohani Enclave, Akbarpur

[, Dhirendra Bhati, S/o Natthi
Singh, R/o D-75, Alpha-1,
Greater Noida, U.P., have
changed my name to Dhirendra

Shyam Lal Yadav, R/o
Bishrampur, Sabuan, Ghazipur,
Uttar Pradesh-233302, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
Dhananjay Singh Yadav.

0070818608-1

I, Anjali Nirvan, D/o0 Subhash
Chand, R/0 B-4, Omicron 1A,
Uttar Pradesh -201310, have

DELHI-110017,changed my
name to SMRITI BATRA,for

0040646213-8

T,Rabin Ray,s/0 Shakti Pado Ray
R/0.H.N0-694/B,Gali.No-
13,Shahid Bhagat Singh
Colony,Karawal Nagar,Delhi-
110094.have changed the name
of my minor daughter,from
RIYA RAI TO RIYA RAY.

0040646231-6

HARYANA 132001,changed my
name to RAAGHAV BHATT,for
all,future Purposes.

0040646216-3
TMOHAMMAD OMERALCAM,

0040646251-10

T,ABHISHEK,S/O0.ASHOK KUMAR,
ADD-RZ-240,T/F FLAT.NO-4,
GOKUL DHAM APARTMENT

all,future Purposes.
0040646216-5

I,Narendra Singh Jeena,S/o-Padam
Singh Jeena,R/0-G-72,Gali
no.3,near Krishna
mandir,Shakarpur,Delhi-
110092,have changed my name to
Narendra Jeena (New Name)
permanently.

0040646224-6

EMRL. NO. DVe00201.3

Kumar, Resident of Jhuggi No. N-118/413
New No. WPX-207, Ashok Vihar, Phase-I

Wazirpur, Ashok Vihar, do hereby deba

and disown their daughter Smt. Palvee D/g
Sh. Manoj Kumar, from their all moveabld
and immovable property, as she go
married against the wishes of her parentq
and is presently threatening her parents tg
implicate them into false cases.

Now onwards they cease to be the lega
heirs of my client for all purposed
whatsoever and she will never claim an

right, title and interest in the property,
properties of my client in present ang
future. Anybody deals with them shall be ai

Chamber No. 394 , Block I
Lawyers Chambers, Delhi High Court
New Delhi-110003

PUBLIC NOTICE

Late 5h. Kishan Chand Gupta 5io Late

There are no odber Lagal beirs of Late
Mr. Kishan Chared Gupta, There are no
pedding Legal Disputes or Loars on
the firm, Mi's. Harvind Cyzle Co
Sanjay Kapoor & Associates
B, Tie Hazari Court. Delhi

singh gussai R/o Q- 173, 2nd Floor
Right Side. Vikas Vihar Bindapu
Mallyala Road, Uttam Negar, Wes
Delhi Delhi - 110059 want to disowned
from her father's laxman singh gossal
movable and immovable properties
and have also severed their all relationg
with them due to thei
mis-behavior & bad conduct. Anybody
dealing with them in any manne
whatsoever Will be doing at his/he
own cost, risk & responsibility.
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate

and also decided to live separately due t
the abusive nature and excessivg

treated with love and no attention is bee
given to her as a daughter from her mothe
The Father of my client has also been livin
separately from client's mother since 201
as she failed to discharge her matrimoniaj
duties. Under these circumstance
situation of my client in her mother's homg
is emotionally, morally and physicall
harming thus My client have severed al
relations with her mother. My Client shal
not be responsible in future for any acts an
deeds of her mother.
Sd
SHAHRUKH INA|
ADVOCAT

General-public-is-hereby-informed-that m

client i.e. Mr. Vinod Kumar Biswakarma3
S/o Sh. Bhanu Kumar Biswakarma who i
the freehold owner and in the possessio
of the "Property H-680, in residential
colony, Palam Vihar, Gurugram".

On 15th, November 2022 during the

from his residence H-680, in residentia
colony, Palam Vihar, Gurugram.

My Client has tried his level best to find aI
possible places the aforesaid original
Documents, but yet not trace/allocate and
has lodged online lost complaint vide

with  any  Govt./Private  Financial
Institutions nor he has taken any loan fron
any financial institute against the above
said lost Original documents, if in future|
the above said original documents find b
him, the same shall not be misused, and
will be hand over to the intending
purchaser of the abovesaid property.
If anybody found/trace the above said
original documents, please intimate me
physically/telephonically.
If anybody has any legal objection]
regarding such lost document and
property then please make objection to me
Physically/Telephonically within 15 days.
Sd/

. Nagar(Qutubpur),Rewari (HR.) Manocha and Mamta Behrampur, Ghaziabad, have v Enrl.No.D/748/2014 BIPLAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE
?fogo%riﬁaar \f‘;ir'?:r'ge dmy 123401,have changed myname  gachdeva both the names are changed my name to Rakesh changed my name to Anjali. 1,S.N. SINGH S/0-FUDO SINGH, = - ~ Enn.No. Dr1e7aD
e t’o Tanvi Sharma for all to Pankaj Kumar Khatawala. one and Same person.D.0.B.- Kumar. 0070818644-1 0070818640-1  R/O-SINGHPUR BEGUSARAI — PUBLIC NOTICE | Office i?isﬁfggagggiﬁ%nsy
future purposes. 00406462366 17/02/1976. 0040646224-2 T Ragini Saxena W/o Gopal I, Anil Heber Frank, 5/0 Austin ET,G‘E:%—’ IS%AZ(?I’-lCCT-I?IID\IAGII\EIRII\\IAJ Crdersigned is he lawful owner S ]
00406462317  IPankajJain,5/0 Sh.OmPrakash  T,Balwinder Singh Mehra (Old SaxenaR/0S-3, Shiv Frank, R/0 A8/1403, CASA SINGH FOR ALL PURPOSE in possession of DDA MIG Fla — PUBLIC NOTICE ]
Jain R/0.480/11,Jain-Gali,Near- Name),S/o-Gyan Chand,R/O- Appartment, E-Block, Patel Greens-1, Sec-16, Greater 0040646079-9 no.15-C on 2nd Floor, Pocket-5 Be ftkmownto-generat-pubtic-that my

I,TABASSUM PARVEEN.W/O

MOHD RIZWAN’R/O°H'NO B- GOhana,DiStriCt' Story,Ground FIOOF,Front Changed my name to RAGNI name to Anil Frank for all documents i.e. allotment letter 156/2, Jogabai Extension, Jamig
106.B'BLOCK, MAIN SOnipat’Haryana_13 130,have Side,Delhi_llools,have SAXENA fOf' a.” futu re DUFDOSGS. 007081 8648'1 W possession letter, possession S“F Nagar, Okhla, New Delhi-110025 havd
. : - i severed all their relations with thei

Mggf:gggf:&ﬁf“ﬂpua changed my-minor daughter changed my name to Balvinder purposes. 0070818643-1 [ AmitShankar,S/o Lalta L KANTA KHANNA W/o LATE SH. :;:fﬂe?b?%%Acgzlvvesr/:ggeogeﬁc o Mon Saa an disun him fron
110053,HAVE CHANGED MY name,from Navya to Navya singh(New Name) I, RAJEEV RAI, S/0 Gokul, R/097, Shankar, R/0 B-805, Parsvnath ,DALJIT SINGH KHANNA. R : 04-2002 and sale deed executed by all their moveable and immovablg
’ Jain,for all,future purposes permanently. 0040646224-7 »R/0 Mr KV Kurup in favour of Mr Prasan properties and also from othe

NAME TO TABASSUM.
0040646213-2

I,Syyed Faizan Ali S/O Kayad Ali
R/0, New F-120,Raghubir
Nagar,Delhi-110027 have
changed my name to Faizan
Ali For All future purpose.

0040646218-2

I,Sweta Dheeraj Chandak W/o
Dheeraj Chandak R/o0 B-8/220-
221, 3rd-Floor, Sector-3, Rohini,
New Delhi-110085, have
changed my name to Sweta
Chandak. 0040646251-2

I,Sunil Vasdev s/o OM PRAKASH
VASUDEV, R/o House.
No0.0904,Tower-22,Paras
Tierea,NSEZ Block-A,Sector-
137,Noida, Uttar-Pradesh-
201305,have changed my
name Sunil Kumar Vasudev for
all.Purposes. 0040646213-9

I,Shobha Devi W/o
No0.14619806H Rank HAV ACP
NB/SUB Jitendra Kumar Yadav
R/o,Flat.No.304,2nd-Floor,0Om
Vihar Phase-l,GokulDham
Society,Uttam-Nagar,Delhi-
5,have changed my,nameto
Sarla Devi Vide.affidavit
date.21.12.22 before,Delhi.

0040646236-10

I,Sharmila Devi,W/o0 Gore Lal
Singh,R/0 C-2/821
Khasra.No.1586 Phase-4,Aya
Nagar,New Delhi-110047,have
changed my name,from
Sharmila Devi to Rani Devi,for
all,future Purposes.

0040646218-1

I,Shama Azaz,W/o-Mohammad
Azaz R/0-A-249,Buland
Masjid,Shastri Park,Gandhi
Nagar,Bhajanpura North-East-
Delhi-110053,Have Changed
My Minor-Daughter
Name,From Inaya To Inaya
Azaz,For All Purposes.

0040646231-4

I,Sarla Rani Gulati,W/o0 Deep
Chand Gulati R/0.H.N0.310,
Sector-3, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201012,Have Changed my
Name to Sarla Gulati,for
All,future purposes.

0040646213-4

I,Sarasan Kochukunj
Narayanan S/o0 Kochukunj
Narayan D-45,Top Floor,
Block10, Subhash Nagar,
Mayakunj Mayapuri,Delhi-
110064,have changed my
name to Sarasan Kochukunju
Narayan. 0040646227-9

I,Sahil Rathore S/0,Sanjay
Rathore,R/0-H.N0.D-40,Shiv-
Ram Park,Nangloi,Delhi-
110041,that my-mother’s
name has been wrongly-
written in my-Educational
Documents as Babita Rathore
instead-of her correct-name s

Shashi. 0040646251-5 : . ; D e 243253, dated o 22.03.1399, MRS, Rs. 58,00,00,000/- (Rupees Fifty Eight Crores only) during any one of
whereas my Given-name s Sushila,DelhiPolice 0040646218-9 |, MONGJAM ISNEHLATA WID MR. MUKESH, the last three years i.e., 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and 2021-2022.

I,LAURANGZEB REHAN Madhu and surname is Pathak Bhawan’Tur‘kman Gate Delhi- . NUNGSHITOMBI.MOTHER iHUH.‘.R az informred the Dalhi :’IIIEI'.'F!: . L.

CHAUDHARY, i.e.-Madhu Pathak. 110006,have changed my name I,Mohd Riyaz s/o Mohd OF MONGJAM DI,NESH SINGH (LR Mo 10SBI8N 2022 aboul the ks of Copy of Profit and Loss Statement / Balance Sheet pertaining to the

S/0.SALAHUDDIN
CHAUDHARY, HOUSE.NO-1590,

- i Changed my name to RIYAZ. _ _ : - : . I
(R:gl\?'ﬁ?:LN Ilgéll__:'(IL_JAN, II’-IBilr(]fDK-ggg é/:” '\|<1|8|-11d1 F;?lf:?’R/o DEWANL, 5/0.0MPRAKASH permg nent?g/. 00406462515 MAKHA, LEIKAI,ANDRO,IMPHAL t:xilm.lr:ﬂux ::E ::I:T EJ:rE ; :I:Ir':E pLospect!;/e.bldder shall submit the audited accounts for verification of
110006,changed my name to Ram Colony,Rajiv Nagar,Delhi- ~ DEWANI, ADD-G-58,2ND-FLOOR EAST,MANIPUR-795149,have 1T days of the presen. above critenia.
CHAUD’HRY AURANGZEB 110094.have Changed my name LAJPAT-NAGAR 1,SOUTH-EAST I, Mohd Irfan s/o-Chand Khan changed my name,from Fior 85, Prasoon Lata, Advocals iv) The prospective Bidder shall have positive net worth during each

REHAN,for all,future Purposes.
0040646236-8

Purani-Sabzi Mandi-

0040646251-1

I,Shanti W/O-Prakash Chand
Upadhyay R/0,K-388,Gali.No-
8,Mahipal Pur Delhi-
110037,have changed my name
to Shanti Upadhyay,for
All,future purpose.

0040646216-6

I,PRAMOD KUMAR SHARMA,
S/0.PURAM MAL SHARMA,
ADD-F-BLOCK SHIV MANDIR
NARAYANIDHAM HARI-
NAGAR,SOUTH-WEST DELHI-
110064,changed my name to
PRAMOD KUMAR SHASTRI,for
all,future Purposes.

0040646216-2

I,Rupali Lamba D/0 S. Daljeet
Singh Walia R/0 46, Munirka
Enclave, J.N.U., New Delhi-
110067, have changed my name
toRupaliWalia. 0040646203-1

ILNORBU TSHERING S/0
SHRI.PHURBA TSHERING, R/0-
90/83,Third-Floor, Malviya
Nagar, New-Delhi-110017,
permanently residing at-
J.P.Sharma Road-4, Passang
Building, Darjeeling,W.B-
734101,have changed my minor
son’s name from LOVITH SINGH
to LOVITH TSHERING, and
henceforth he shall be known
as the LOVITH TSHERING, for all
purposes. 0040646160-5

ILNAZIA ANWER,W/O-HAIDER
MEHNDI, R/0-1545-46,AZ1Z
GANJ,BAHADURGARH
ROAD,DELHI-110006, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO ‘NAZIA
HAIDER MEHDI’ FOR ALL
PURPOSES. 0040646224-5

I,Mukund Madukar
Paithankar,S/0 Madhukar
Narayan-Paithankar,R/0-1135,
Iffco Colony,Sector-
17B,Gurgaon (Haryana)-
122001,have changed my name
to Mukund Madhukar
Paithankar. 0040646236-5

I,Meenakshi W/o,Gaurav Arora
R/0,Plot-N0.70-71-72, First-
Floor, Flat-No.202, Jain-Colony,
Part-1, Uttam-Nagar,New
Delhi-110059,that name of mine
has-been wrongly-written as
Tani Arorain my-minor
daughter Hazel Arora aged-10-
years in her School-Records
and Birth Certificate.The
actual-name of mine s
Meenakshi. 0040646251-6

I,Mahender Kumar S/o Sh. Suraj
Bhan R/0-17/1, Rohtak-Road,
Nangloi, West Delhi-110041,
have changed my nameto
Mahender Kumar Garg.

0040646251-4

I,Madhu Pathak W/o Bhisham
Kumar Pathak R/0-102,Partap
Nagar,Jail-Road,Delhi-
110064,inform thatin my-
Passport my Given-name was
written as Madhu Pathak,

0040646231-8

to BANNE KHAN.permanently.
0040646218-7

e_paper-inex.ess.cnm

5/9,Ramesh Nagar,Single

l,Ankur,S/o-Ranbir Singh R/0-T
Jaat Mohalla,Ratan wali
Gali,Dhool Siras Dhulsiras
South West Delhi-110077,have
changed my name to Ankur
Soniforall purposes.

0040646224-4

ILAmpli KK W/o0 Sarasan
Kochukunju Narayan D-45,Top
Floor, Block10, Subhash
Nagar,Mayakunj Mayapuri
Delhi-110064,have changed my
name to Ambili Sarasan.

0040646227-10

I,Amit Kumar,S/O-Narsingh
Upadhyay,residing at flat No.D-
4/508,Phase-1,Bharat City, Tila
More Nistoli, Ghaziabad,Uttar
Pradesh-201003,have changed
the name of our minor Son
AradhyaUpadhay aged 11-
years and he shall hereafter be
known as Aradhya Upadhyay.

0040646224-3

I,Aftab Ali S/o Mukhtayar
R/0.H.N0-92,Dabri Village,New
Delhi-110045,have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Aftab Badguijjar.

0040646216-1

I,ANKUSH S/0 HARISH KUMAR
WADHWA,R/O G-45,GROUND
FLOOR,KIRTI NAGAR,WEST
DELHI-110015,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO ANKUSH
WADHWA. 0040646213-3

I,ABID S/O-NAWAB ALI,R/O
PLOT.NO.S-1, FLAT.NO.202,
SHALIMAR-GARDEN EXTN.-
1,DAYANAND-
PARK,SAHIBABAD,
GHAZIABAD,UTTAR PRADESH-
201005,,have changed my
name to ABID CHOUDHARY.

0040646213-6

I, Yudhit Jain, S/o0 Rajesh Jain,
R/0 21-B, K.D. Block, Ashok
Vihar, Delhi- 110052, have
changed my name to Yudit Jain
forall purpose. 0070818612-1

I, Vikrant S/0 V.P.Bahal R/0 M-1-
806, GD-Block, Gulmohar
Garden, Rajnagar Ext.
Ghaziabad have changed my
name to Vikram T Bahal.

0070818647-1

I, Vailji Bhai Dantani s/o Punja
Bhai Dantanir/o K-287, JJ
Colony, Raghubir Nagar,
Tagore Garden, Delhi-110027
have changed my nameto
VELJIBHAI DANTANI.

0040646145-1

I, Surender, S/o0 Govind Singh,
R/o C-56, Third Floor, Front
Side, Mohan Garden, Uttam
Nagar, Dk, West Delhi-110059,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Surender Gusain. 0070818597-1

I, Shikha Sharma,W/o Mohd
Anas,R/0-3132, Gali

Madiha Anas
I,BHISHAM OMPRAKASH

0040646227-6

DELHI-110024,changed my
name to BHISHAM DEWANI,for
all future Purposes.

0040646213-7

Nagar, U.P.-201001 have

Narar, Nibhapur, Jaunpur,
Uttar Pradesh - 222204, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
SUBEDAR SAROJ. 0070818642-1

I, Pushpa Devi, W/o Shri Niwas,
R/0B-102, Vivek Vihar, Sector-
82,Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201304,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Pushpa. 0070818605-1

I, Mohd Meraj,S/o0
Serajuddin,R/0-H.N0.2723, GALI
BADLIYAN PAHARI BHOJLA
CHURI WALAN DELHI-
110006,have changed my name
toMerajUlHaqg. 0040646227-8

I, Mohammad Azmaan Khan,S/o
Mohammad Akram,R/0-A-
35,Idgah Road,near mother
dairy,sadar bazar, Delhi-
110006,have changed my name
Mohammad Azmaan

0040646227-3

I, Mirza Chand Beg Zakhmi,S/o
Mirza Evaz Ali,R/0-N-86, Gali
No.16,Brahampuri, Seelampur,
Delhi-110053,have changed my
name to Chand Baig,for all
purposes. 0040646227-1

I, Miku Goel, S/o0 Pawan Goyal,
R/01-66, First Floor, Kirti Nagar,
Delhi, have changed my name
to Yash Goyal for all purposes.

0070818646-1

I, Md Adnan Khan,S/o Rais
Khan,R/0-1940, Gali Unth
Wali,Suiwalan Darya
Ganj,Delhi-110002 have
changed my name to Adnan
Khan 0040646227-5

I, Lalit Kumar S/o0 Ved Prakash
R/0-EA-170/2, Tagore Garden
Delhi-110027, have changed my
name to Lalit Verma
Permanently 0040646160-1

I, Kuldeep, S/o Paresh Chandra
Roy, R/0 H. No. 224, Kajiyana
Hathgam, Thana- Hathgam,
Tehsil- Khaga, Fatehpur, Uttar
Pradesh-212652, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Kuldeep Roy.

0070818596-1

I, Km. Shahana Begum, D/o
Mohd. Ismael Shami,
Residence AF Enclave, Jamia
Nagar, Okhla, South Delhi-25,
have changed my name to
Shahana Begum Shamsi for all
future purposes. 0070818658-1

I, Kenheya Lal Sharma S/o Shri.
Ishwari Dutt, R/0-117,Sec-17C,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, have
changed my name to Kenheya
Lal. 0070818471-2

I,Arshad Siddiqui s/o Abdul
Samad,R/0 HNo.A-12/3A,G/F,
khasra No-49,Ambedkar-
Colony,chattar pur,Delhi-
110074. have Changed my
name to MOHD ARSHAD
SIDDIQUI.permanently.

Ishak,R/0 HNo0.C-12/5,Yamuna
Vihar,Delhi-110053. have

R/0.H No.E-356,Gali No-04,Shri
Ram Colony,Rajiv Nagar,Delhi-
110094.have Changed my name
to IRFAN KHAN. permanently.

0040646218-8

Noida, UP, have changed my

Green Ville,Sohna Road, Opp.
Omaxe Mall, Sector 48,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122018, |
have changed the name of my
minor Son Manhar Shankar,
aged about 15years and he
shall hereafter be known as
Manhar Shankar Bhardwaj.

0070818607-1

I, Alok Singh, S/0 Rajmohan
Singh, R/0 Rumsi,
Rudraprayag, Rumsi,
Uttarakhand-246421, have
changed my name to Alok
Rawat. 0070818659-1

I, Aksa Aji Thomas, D/o Aji
Thomas, R/0 136-B, Pocket C-2,
Mayur Vihar, Phase 3, East
Delhi-110096, declare that
name of my Mother has been
wrongly written as Nisha Ajiin
my Birth Certificate. The actual
name of my Mother is Nisha
Mathew, which may be
amended accordingly.

0070818602-1

I, Aiman Mariya,W/o Habib Ur
Rehman,R/0-R-242 Gali
No.11,Ramesh Park,Laxmi
Nagar Delhi-110092,have
changed my nameto Aiman
Habib 0040646227-7

I, ATULSINGH S/0 ARVIND
KUMAR SINGH R/0 312, Raibigo,
Kadipur, Sultanpur, UP-228145,
declare that name of mine, my
father & my mother has been
wrongly writtenin my
educational documents as
ATUL, ARVIND SINGH &
VANDANA instead of ATUL
SINGH, ARVIND KUMAR SINGH
AND VANDANA SINGH,
respectively. which may be
amended accordingly.

0040646154-1

I, Aishwarya D/o Harbans Lal,
R/0-CA17A, DDA-Flats, Hari-
Nagar,New Delhi-110064,have
changed my name Aishwarya
to Aishwarya Gakhar,for all
purposes. Aishwarya and
Aishwarya Gakhar, one and the
same person. 0040646160-4

I change my name from Sarthak
Date of Birth 14/03/2001
resident of Maharana Pratap
Nagar, Morai Nagar Khurja,
District Bulandshahr, UP to
Sarthak Raghav and Date-of-
Birth 14/01/2002. Hereafter |,
Shall be known as Sarthak
Raghav S/o Shri Rakesh
Raghav, Date of
Birth:14/01/2002 and current
address HNo-403, Tower.No-02,
G-2, (Parting Green) Sec
Omega-1, Greater Noida,
District-Gautam Budh Nagar,
UP-201310 0070818661-1

I Vijay Kumar Sharma S/o
Vishwamitra SharmaR/0 A-76,
Gali No-16, Baba Colony, Burari,
Delhi-110084, have changed my
name to Vijay Sharma for all
purposes 0070818635-1

presently,residing
at,NONGPOK KEITHEL MANBI

MONGJAM NUNGSHITOMBI to
MONGJAM NUNGSHITOMBI
DEVI,vide-affidavit dated-
21.Dec-2022. 0040646251-9

HOUSE NO.B-5/154,
SAFDARJUNG ENCLAVE, SOUTH
DELHI-110029, | HAD
LOST/MISPLACED ORIGINAL
DEMAND LETTER, POSSESSION
LETTER & SLIP, FORM C&D OF
MY CITED ABOVE Property, File
No.F.4(74)71/LAB.LRNo
1102184/2022 Dated 20-12-2022.

0040646190-1

I, Nalin Bhushan Chandhok son
late Sh. Ravi Bhushan
Chandhok R/o H-6, Maharani
Bagh, New Delhi-110065
declare that documents of Car
Parking License Agreement
with M/s. Gee Vee Construction
Ltd. of Car Parking Space No.25
& 26, Vandana Building, 11
Tolstoy Marg, New Delhi-
110001 have been lost, if
anybody found, may please
contact # 9811855444.

0040646018-1

Itis notified for the information
that my,original certificate of
main secondary school
examination of year-2020 and
Roll.N0-14235778,issued by
CBSE Delhi,has been actually
lost Rahul Meena,Rz-
P/26,Street.No-4,Indra
Park,Palam colony,Palam
Village,South West,Delhi-
110045. 0040646216-10

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
{I, for and on hehalf of my dierd Smi.|
Wirmat Purl D tate Shel DG, Meblal
Fio D41, Madal Town. Dalhi-110008,]
heretry infarm o the Genaral Pubilc at)
fange thal he anginal Parfilipn Diesed)
iRegd. as Documant Mo 30842, in book)
Mo, Wol. Wo.5159, on pages 123 o
1133, R on 2192004, duly Regd. ing
the ofica of the Sub-Regsirar-y|
Piampura, Delhl, regarding Propety
Mo.L-4M, Medel Town, Dalhi, Baved
ihean lostmisplaced on 17.12.2022 at
L2C., Gujranwala Town-l, Delhi, for
ratiich FIR/MCE (ordne) has bean)
odpad in PS5, Creme Branch, Delhi|
Bearing LR No 108676112022 )
D8.19.12. 2022, Anybody found  thes
mame anywhere, plesse contact al]
ElLFELFSY: Devendra Pal Sirgh!
Advocate Enrol. Mo, 0262106
Office No.G-4, Balaji Plaza, Fiot Nou8,|
L5.C., Gujranwalatown, Part-,|
Daelhi=1 10008, Fh. Mo, 9891234262

FUBLIC NOTICE

|Miotice 1= hereby given to the Gersarsd|
i|:|J'.'||r! thal MRS SMEHLATA WD MR,
[MUKESH KUMAR is ownes of Freshold)
|Residantial land measuring 50 Sq.]
|¥ands...ie. 41,805 5g. Mirs., faling under|
|Khasra no, 26 & 27 Situated at
|I1'e=:~z.:ler'|m| Coleny Deendayalpurl,|
{Wilagpe Sacddig Magar, Loni, Ghamsbad,
|L¢'. vide ragistored sale deed dated
imnﬁ.mu registration Moo X1 with]
;Euh Raalstrar 1l GHAZIABAD. Al
(persans arg hemdry infarmed Sal MRS,
:EHEH LATA WO MR. MUKESH
[KUMAR has approached Janasha
|Firance Private Lid to bake aloan and|
ill'wr' have losl Regslerad Sake dead
{datad T1.03.19%8 in raspect of said
i|:'c-|:-er'.:.- axecuted by Mr Maveen
Bumar Slo Mr. Gyansiaer in faour of
|l'.l!r Milinder Mana Sdo M Main Singh
{duly regestered &t sub ragistrar offica 111
| GHAZUABAD vida documents kio, 2228, |
[wobume: ng, 930, Boak ne 1, pages 0o

the abowe mentionad sale desd. IF amy|
{body has any chargal interestititia in the|
isaid propery or amy kind of disputed

5G Associates |Law Fim|

Unil a7, Basamenl Plal No CT8,

Sector-2, Heida, UP-207307)

E-mail : sipassacialespl@gmail com,
Ph; 701172764, RIA0Z0E2T

i)

ii)

Grp-lll, Mayur Vihar-Ill, Delhi
110096 who has lost all the origina

Kumar Champady duly regd or
12-04-2002. An F.I.R. dated
21-12-2022 has been filed in thig
regard. If any person find the same
he/she may contact the undersigned
who will be suitably rewarded.
PRASANT KUMAR

9633545363

Public at Targe is hereby informed thaI

my clients Surender Kumar S/o. Late Sh
Kanhiya Lal and my wife Mrs. Asha age(
R/o. 58/6, New CVD Line, Sadar Bazal
Delhi Cantt,, South West Delhi, Ne\II
Delhi-110010, severed, debarred
disowned and break down all thdg
relationship and debarred from hig
moveable and immoveable properties td
his son namely Sumit & his wife, due td
the unwanted activities misbehavior ang
misconduct attitude. My clients has ng
concern with her in any manne
whatsoever, if anybody will deal with he
in future in any manner, he/she will bg
responsible for the same and my clientg
will not responsible for the same.
Sd/

S.P. SISODIA

Advocatd

Enrolment No. D61-B/1977

Near Chamber No. 151

Patiala House Court:
New Delhi-11000

LOST & FOUND

In continuation to my earlier noticq
published in Indian Express 8
Jansatta on 15/04/2022, | Tapar
Jain S/o Hem Raj Jain, R/o K-37
Model Town-Il, Delhi-09 have los
my Original Property Papers of ou
house.: K-37, Model Town-II
Delhi-9 on 11.03.2022 in the
shifting of house. Use of these los
documents by third party is illegal
Details of the documents are: Reg
No. 11604 in Addl. Book No. 1
Volume No. 7,738 on Datd
10.08.2018. Reg. No. 6459 in Addl
Book No. 1 Volume No. 5,192 or
Date 07-06-2014. Reg. No. 33351
Addl. Book No.1 Volume No. 2,234
on Date 04-05-2009 Reg. No
6253 In Addl. Book No. 1 Volume
No.944 on Date 06-06-2007. Reg
No. 1901 In Addl. Book No. 1
Volume No.705 on Datg
02.03.1962.Reg. No. 3281 In Addl
Book No.1 Volume No0.391 on
Date 22-04-1958. Finder PIz
Contact#9555922724.

TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND

NOTICE

The TANGEDCO Ltd has decided
Equipments in the decommisioned Ennore Thermal Power Station.
Prospective bidders are invited to assess the saleable value of the
assets / Materials / Equipments available in the decommisioned Ennore
Thermal Power Station and submit their assessments in a sealed cover
to the Chief Engineer / MTS & GTS / 144, Anna Saalai, TANGEDCO HQ,
Chennai - 600002, on or before 05.01.2023.

The assessed value given by the bidders who fulfil the following criteria
will only be takenup for consideration:

The bidder should have executed work of dismantling & lifting of scrap
including dismantling / demolition of structures / buildings to a value of
not less than Rs. 23,00,00,000/- (Rupees Twenty Three Crores only
in a single contract with TANGEDCO or with other State Electricity
Board’s / Power Utilities or State / Central Government or any of itg
Public Sector undertakings / Private Firms during the last Fifteen years.

Necessary P.O copies and certificate issued by the authority who has awarded
the contract for such work or by the officers in the rank of Superintending
Engineer and above of the concerned utility certifying satisfactory completion
of the works by the prospective bidder should be enclosed.

The Annual Turnover of the prospective Bidder shall be more than

above shall be furnished towards proof for the same duly certified
by Chartered Accountant along with his membership number. The]

of the last three (3) financial years (i.e.) 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and
2021-2022 and Shall furnish necessary documents in proof of the same|

For details please visit website, www.tangedco.gov.in

DIPR/5672/Tender/2022

client Igbal Ahmed S/o Riyaz and Sm{
Majeedan W/o Igbal Ahmed both R/g

consideration of any kind whatsoeve

may be related to them. My client shal

not be responsible for any acts, deed

done by their said son Mohd Sajid i
future in any manner.

Momin Fazal (Advocate

Ch. No.599 Patiala House Court
New Delhi-01

 PUBLIC NOTICE

32, BALI N AGAR, N EW DELHI-110015
Be it known to all the concerned that my clien
has represented that the two sale deeds i.e.-
1.) Sale deed document no 3544 in additiona]
Book no.l volume no. 1270 on pages 45 to 44
registered on 30th March, 1965 between Bal
and Colony Private Limited(Seller) and Shif
Ram Kohli son of Ganesh Das Kohli and
2.) Sale deed document registration no. 8683
additional book no.l volume no. 1609 on page:
168, 170 dated 11th May 1996 Sub registrar 1
Kashmere Gate, Delhi.

In respect of the subject property is misplaced
lost. An F.LR. has been lodged in Policg
station, Crime Branch, Delhi bearing SO. No
430/2014, Delhi Police having LR no
1090023/2022, dated-16/12/2022 for thq
same.

Any person(s), Association, Company, Firm
Bank, Financial Institution/Entity having an
sort ofright, claim, title or interest o
whatsoever nature on the basis of thd
aforesaid lost document in the afore stated
property may put forth their claim with
documentary evidence to the undersigned
within 7(seven) days from the publication o
this notice.

Sd/j

AJAY KUMAR CHOPRA

Advocatd

Enrl. No. D/48/1997(R

Ch. No. 162, Patiala House Courts|
New Delhi-01

| “IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A DIFFERENT NPA

High rate of defaults in low-value education loans has worrying
implications — poorer students are at risk of being excluded

ATA OBTAINED UNDER the Right to Information Act has thrown up some

worrying trends about education loans in the country. As this newspaper

reported on Wednesday, about 8 per cent of all education loans disbursed

by 12 public sector banks (PSBs), where repayments have started, have
turned into non-performing assets (NPAs or loans that never get repaid). This level of
NPAs is higher than the overall NPAs in the banking system. Worse, still, is the revelation
that a bulk of the defaults in the education loan portfolio of banks comprises low-value
education loans (that is, loans up to Rs 7.5 lakh). There is a glaring gap between the de-
fault rate for loans disbursed to students in premier institutes — such as the IITs, IIMs,
NITs and AIIMS — as compared to those in secondary institutes. If one takes into consid-
eration just four PSBs — State Bank of India, Canara Bank, Union Bank of India and Indian
Overseas Bank — that account for 65 per cent of the total loan portfolio among PSBs, the
default rate for education loans to students in premier institutes is 0.45 per cent, while the
overall average of defaults is more than ten-times of that at 4.7 per cent.

Far from being a mere statistic that is only of academic interest, this trend is already
beginning to have real-world implications. Faced with a high rate of defaults in low-value
education loans of PSBs, banks have started shying away from extending such loans. In
November, this paper reported that the education loan disbursal target for public-sector
banks during the current financial year has been set at about 13.5 per cent lower than to-
tal disbursal by all scheduled commercial banks in FY22. PSBs typically account for 90
per cent of all study loans and data shows that the target for the country’s 12 PSBs for the
current year is Rs 20,450 crore while loans worth a total Rs 23,640 crore were disbursed
in the last financial year.

Simply put, the poorer students in India who need a loan the most are at risk of being
excluded because it doesn’t make as much business sense for banks, even in the public
sector, to provide education loans. For its part, the government has expressed concern
over the slowdown in disbursal of education loans and asked the banks to expedite loan
distribution. However, the key point to understand is the reason why students from sec-
ondary institutes fail to pay back: The lack of adequate jobs, or at any rate, well-paying jobs.
Unless the economy is enabled to create more and better jobs, forcing banks to disburse
more loans will only result in higher NPAs, which, in turn, will require more taxes from
the general public.

SLIDING BACK

With women banned from universities in Afghanistan,
regression to "90s Taliban rule is complete

ARLIER THIS MONTH, there was a glimmer of hope from Afghanistan. Against

the grain of its policies since resuming power in August 2021, the Taliban

regime had allowed girls in 31 out of 34 provinces to appear for their sec-

ondary school examinations. Girls had not been allowed to attend school for
over a year. But that hope, tragically and predictably, stands belied. Last month, women
and girls were banned from parks, swimming pools, gyms and other public spaces. This
week, the Taliban has reportedly banned women from universities in Afghanistan. With
this latest move, it is undeniable that the country has been plunged back into the regres-
sive, authoritarian, misogynistic rule that was the hallmark of the Taliban in Afghanistan
in the 1990s. It is also a sign of the limitations of the leverage the international commu-
nity has to influence the Afghan Taliban.

In the last few weeks alone, in addition to the actions against women citizens, the
Taliban has brought back public flogging and executions. These “policy” decisions put
paid to the notion that the regime's desire to escape sanctions and gain international le-
gitimacy post the US withdrawal would force it to maintain at least the veneer of follow-
ing global norms with respect to human rights. A year later, even those states that had
recognised the Taliban in the '90s — Saudi Arabia, UAE and Pakistan — have not done so
this time. The Pakistan security establishment was not-so-subtly jubilant at the return of
the Taliban. As the Taliban's closest ally, it saw the negotiated US withdrawal as a diplo-
matic and strategic win, in no small part because regime change undermined New Delhi's
position in the country. But that relationship too seems set to sour, as the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) has renewed hostilities against the army: Earlier this week, the TTP at-
tacked a counter-terrorism centre and took hostages and on Thursday, the Pakistan army
stormed the building, and claims to have killed all the hostage-takers.

The need for international legitimacy, economic logic and even the imperative of
maintaining a cordial relationship with its closest “ally” — it seems that the Taliban is rel-
atively immune to these pressures. The West is preoccupied with the Russian invasion of
Ukraine and the economic and geopolitical crisis that it has engendered. With few inter-
nal pressures, the Taliban regime, it seems, can trample on the rights of citizens, partic-
ularly women, with impunity. The constraints of the international community in such a
situation must be recognised and addressed urgently in multilateral fora.

THE BAZBALL EFFECT

In Pakistan, England played a flamboyant game. Next up will be
the Ashes where Australia awaits

ARRING WEST INDIES in their heyday, rarely has a non-subcontinental team

won in the Subcontinent playing as aggressively as England did to achieve a

historic 3-0 whitewash in a Test series in Pakistan. Hitherto, the Bazball effect,

termed after their coach Brendon McCullum’s philosophy of aggressive play,
had shown in their batting; in Pakistan, it reflected in their bowling. With Pakistan’s in-
experienced bowling (their main fast bowlers were all injured) and the batting-friendly
pitches, England’s flamboyant batting wasn’t a surprise. But their bowling on these pitches
was something else.

Constantly innovative, always striving for possible chances, their charismatic captain
Ben Stokes re-aligned their field at angles not always explored by other teams in modern-
day cricket. An umbrella field close on the leg side, usually Pakistani batsmen’s strong ar-
eas, stood waiting for an aerial flick. The bowling was imaginative, more than a couple of
wickets fell to leg-side catches by the wicketkeepers; a dismissal which seemed unfor-
tunate in the past (from the batsmen’s perspective) now seemed a conscious effort from
the fielding team. If the batsmen showed patience, then the seamers formed aring on the
off side, consistently inviting a drive. And then in the final game, they unleashed the young
legspinner Rehan Ahmed to spin the game England’s way.

In the past, even Australia under Steve Waugh couldn’t achieve this effect. In fact, in
the failed attempt in 2011, in what was called their last frontier, Waugh’s men’s learning
was that they were too attacking with their bowling. And so when they returned next
time under Adam Gilchrist, their bowlers shifted to a well-outside off line, moving away
from the stumps, in the hope that their smartly defensive approach would do the trick.
It did. Seldom, though, has a team worked so aggressively in the Subcontinent as England
have. This was Ben Stokes and McCullum’s first series in this region and the world had
waited to watch how “Bazball” would hold up. Next up will be the Ashes where Australia
awaits. Can England pull off even that?
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WORDLY WISE
THE CONTENT OF A BOOK HOLDS THE POWER OF
EDUCATION AND IT IS WITH THIS POWER THAT WE
CAN SHAPE OUR FUTURE. — MALALA YOUSAFZAI

One hundred days of Yatra

Party politics isn’t often linked to politics in the larger

sense. But Bharat Jodo Yatra is underperforming

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

AT THE PRESENT juncture, India has become
afractured social entity. It holds on with a glue
of hate, imagined victimhood and empty
dreams. Therefore, the present moment more
than any other moment in the post-
Independence past requires all-round efforts
to rediscover the spirit of fraternity, national-
ism and democracy. The Bharat Jodo Yatra
needs to be seen and assessed in this sombre
context.

The Yatra has two objectives. As the name
of the project explicitly suggests, the firstis to
(re)unite India, to address the challenge men-
tioned above. The other one, which some of
its participants may not be very enthusiastic
about, is to facilitate the acceptability of the
Congress party, or more particularly, to rejuve-
nateit. Since its defeat in 2014, this is probably
the first significant step taken by Congress to
seriously respond to its decline. Thus, while
there is an ambition to fill the vacuum marked
by the absence of a strong and meaningful
Opposition, thereis also an ambition to at least
touch upon the audacious project of identify-
ing and overcoming the pitfalls in the forward
march of a country that promised so much to
its citizens at the time of freedom.

Sceptics and critics would say that this is
only another route for anon-BJP party to serve
its self-interest. But it is quite legitimate for a
party to democratically explore the possibili-
ties of its rejuvenation; it is even more urgent
for all political players believing in constitu-
tional democracy to devise programmes that
would stem the tide of the authoritarian pol-
itics thatis engulfing Indian society.Inacom-
plex sense, the two objectives are intercon-
nected too, because only by ensuring a truly
united India can the idea of Congress (and the
idea of an alternative to the BJP’s majoritari-
anism) be saved.

After a hundred days of journey through
a large part of India, it is not clear what the
Yatra has achieved on either of these two
counts. And yet, it is no mean achievement to
physically walk through such a long tract of
the country. In particular, the Yatra has
demonstrated that politics is/can still be about
actual people rather than their virtual incarna-
tions and that face-to-face interactions are still
part of politics in the times of social media.
This development in itself will save an ele-
ment of democracy when the idea of living

It is understandable that in
view of the participation of
many non-Congress groups,
it does not want to
overemphasise the objective
of Congress rejuvenation.
However, this need not stop
Congress-persons from
mobilising their party when
the Yatra is traveling through
their states. But except
somewhat formal public
functions, Congress has so
far remained muted outside
the actual route of the Yatra.
One would expect that when
it enters a state, the party
would make it an occasion to
organise substantive and
impressive rallies and
meetings to educate the
public on the core issues the
Yatra is raising. This is
simply not happening. There
is, on the one hand, a careful
show of strength on the
route of the Yatraand a
deafening silence elsewhere.

and thinking people is exiting from the pub-
licdomain.

But on both counts — the rejuvenation of
the party and the rediscovery of our demo-
cratic national self — the Bharat Jodo Yatra
seems to be underperforming in comparison
toits stated ambition. Itis understandable that
in view of the participation of many non-
Congress groups, it does not want to overem-
phasise the objective of Congress rejuvena-
tion. However, this need not stop
Congress-persons from mobilising their party
when the Yatra is traveling through their
states. But except somewhat formal public
functions, Congress has so far remained
muted outside the actual route of the Yatra.
One would expect that when it enters a state,
the party would make it an occasion to organ-
ise substantive and impressive rallies and
meetings to educate the public on the coreis-
sues the Yatrais raising. This is simply not hap-
pening. There is, on the one hand, a careful
show of strength on the route of the Yatraand
a deafening silence elsewhere. Formal func-
tions are organised only for the purpose of cre-
ating a record that may help the organisers
later in claiming tickets in elections.

But let us not dwell on the deep organisa-
tional crisis and debility of Congress. The more
pertinent issue is the limits of the message
that the Yatra has been able to put across. This
is for three reasons. First is the nearly unabated
popularity of the prime minister. Because he
is popular, any discussion of an alternative
imagination falls into the trap of addressing
the criticism at him and once thatis done, the
reception becomes limited only to those who
are not attracted by the voodoo of the prime
minister. Secondly, and related to the first, the
Yatra offers criticism of the regime in a highly
abstract or academic manner. This often fails
to connect with the audience.

But more importantly, the idea of Bharat
Jodo does not seem to move beyond clichés
and attractive optics. These are indeed impor-
tant but evocative and yet substantive mes-
saging seems to be in short supply. As men-
tioned in the beginning, never before in the
past hundred years, despite the caste strug-
gles and the communal carnage at the time of
Partition, did India appear so disparate, bro-
ken and incoherent. It has become an over-
lapping mosaic of injustices and unconcern.

Does the Yatra frontally address this problem?
Does it offer non-state pathways for citizens to
addressit? Doesit have the ideological reper-
toire to reform the state so that it will not be
complicit in these maladies?

While 2014 inaugurated a new phase for-
mally, the callous unfolding of the communal
events of 1990s ushered in a new socio-cul-
tural order. These developments have altered
the identity of India. But with them and be-
yond them, other roadblocks to fraternity, na-
tionalism and democracy have gained in ac-
ceptability across society. The demeaning of
women, caste prejudices, regional chauvinism,
religious discrimination, have all been on the
rise. They have raised their ugly heads evenaas
the Yatra is on the move. The Yatra could have
taken such instances to situate its exhortations
of BharatJodo.Inother words, the challenge is
not merely confined to party politics in the
sense of attacking one party for the ills that we
witness. Because all parties are responsible for
the present condition and Congress must up-
front confess its share of neglect and mistakes.
The most effective route to the success of the
Yatra would have been for Congress to ask its
followers to not only mouth appropriate slo-
gans but to actively stand with the oppressed
and the marginalised. This new and impossi-
ble idealism alone holds the key to the success
of the idea of Bharat Jodo and the success of
the Yatraitself. If the Yatra can advertise every
day an instance of active upholding of the
goals of Bharat Jodo, that would bring sub-
stance to its dreams and sharpness to its crit-
icism of the current regime.

Itis not very often that politicians choose
to risk time and energy and decide to link
party politics to politics in the larger sense. The
Bharat Jodo Yatra is one such experiment. As
the Yatra takes a break, it should mull over
these limitations and aim at converting the
event into a movement. Today’s challenge is
about reasserting the constitutional project,
reimagining the Indian self and redefining the
contours of democracy. Bypassing the current
practice of turning politics into event man-
agement, will the Yatra expand its geograph-
ical, political and intellectual scope?

The writer, based at Pune,
taught political science and is chief editor of
Studies in Indian Politics

READING THE SPECTACLE

Global acclaim notwithstanding, RRR’s majoritarian nationalism is jarring

AAKSHI MAGAZINE

A “BIGGER-THAN-LIFE and bolder-than-
mainstream action-adventure epic” thatisan
“intoxicating celebration of cinematic excess”
— thisishow arecentreview in the American
publication Variety described S S Rajamouli’s
RRR. The review reflects the spectacular re-
ception the Tollywood filmis receiving world-
wide. The film has received two nominations
at the Golden Globes, five at the 28th Annual
Critics Choice awards and has won the Best
Director award at New York Film Critics Circle.
Following the massive success of the two
Baahubali films, Rajamouli’s 12th film, RRR, is
alsoin the tradition of whatis called a specta-
cle film. Spectacle films focus on well-chore-
ographed set pieces that are enjoyable in
themselves, which may or may not further the
narrative. Across the world, with the decline of
cinema theatres, it is spectacle films that of-
ten do well at the box office — Marvel films
being the most successful example.
Cinema’s beginnings too were in specta-
cle — film scholar Tom Gunning called it the
“cinemaof attractions”. This was a style of film
interested in presenting a series of tricks, as op-
posed to telling a story. The magician-turned-
filmmaker Georges Meliés, for example, was
known to use film as spectacle, and many of
the first films were about celebrating the illu-
sion of the new medium. They were also often
about its shock and awe. More than 100 years
later, as cinema theatres decline, the success
of spectacle films marks a return — perhaps a

To romanticise the
weaponisation of Hindu
religious icons in current
times can hardly be an
innocent choice. When this
is followed by the film’s
closing song paying a tribute
to freedom fighters like
Bhagat Singh, it feels even
more jarring and unsettling.
It is like the film is trying to
claim legitimacy for its
conservative politics by
building false connections.

last-ditch, desperate reminder of the possibil-
ities of cinematic projection.

RRR’s spectacle is centred onimaginatively
choreographed action pieces set in 1920s
British India that have often been termed “au-
dacious”.Even when you know the actions are
improbable, you enjoy how they are executed.
Itis a film after all. It is not life. The pleasure is
inthatrelief. And yet, RRRis very rooted in life,
and more specifically in a dangerous, myopic
politics. Its technical audacity is not matched by
a politics that is imaginative or egalitarian. As
many critics pointed out at the time of its re-
lease, it isregressive. The film recounts the anti-
colonial struggle through a story said to be
based on real-life figures Alluri Sitarama Raju
and Komaram Bheem. To outsiders unaware
of India’s history and politics, this could appear
an unproblematic, perhaps even subversive
telling of the anti-colonial struggle privileging
the local and the mythical. It is the opposite.

Indian cinema used to represent the free-
dom struggle as a secular one. RRR narrates
the anti-colonial struggle by using Hindu re-
ligious iconography. There are literal refer-
ences to the mythic Ram, Hanuman and
Bhima. Its gaze privileges an upper-caste
Hindu nationalistimagination, which is most
evident in the dynamic between its protago-
nists. The film makes it a point to emphasise
their identities — the janeu-wearing, upper
caste Raju, and the tribal Bheem (who also dis-
guises himself as the Muslim Akhtar for a sig-

nificant part of the plot). By the end of the film,
both reaffirm their assigned place in the caste
hierarchy. Bheem concedes that “heis sucha
tribal” that he did not understand that unlike
his own, Raju’s struggle was for a larger good.
Their coming together does not transcend
their place assigned at birth — it celebrates it.

Towards the end, Raju becomes a visual
embodiment of Ram — wearing saffron, car-
rying bow and arrows. To romanticise the
weaponisation of Hindu religious icons in cur-
rent times can hardly be an innocent choice.
When this is followed by the film’s closing
song paying a tribute to freedom fighters like
Bhagat Singh, it feels even more jarring and
unsettling. It is like the film is trying to claim
legitimacy for its conservative politics by
building false connections.

RRR’s success in the West is reminiscent
of another time. That was the successful nom-
ination of Lagaan, in 2001, to the best foreign
film category at the Oscars. Both films have an
anti-colonial storyline. Lagaan’s narrative
combines nationalism and cricket with a to-
ken representation of a Dalit character
(“kachra”). RRR shrinks its nationalism to a
majoritarian one, making it more specific to
current times. The imagery at its end where
Ramis distributing guns to a group of people
is haunting in present-day India. Unlike the
relief of a spectacle, thiss life.

The writer teaches film studies
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INDO-PAK COMMISSION

INDIA AND PAKISTAN have already arrived
at a compromise through diplomatic chan-
nels on the scope of the Indo-Pakistan joint
commission they intend to set up after
talks between the foreign secretaries of the
two countries in New Delhi. The foreign
ministers are likely to be the co-chairmen
of the joint commission which will meet
periodically to tackle various bilateral ques-
tions. The Indian draft seeks to empower
the commission to tackle questions relating
to economic cooperation, cultural ex-
changes, trade, travel and visas. Pakistan is
reported to have suggested that the com-
mission should also take up political and

military questions — a suggestion New
Delhi has been averse to accepting.

CHINA ON BORDER

CHINESE PREMIER ZHAO Ziyang said there
had been “some improvement” in relations
with India. He said the border dispute be-
tween the two countries was rooted in his-
tory and added that with good intentions
on both sides, “it won't be that difficult to
solve this problem.”

CM vs DISSIDENTS

DISSIDENT CONGRESS (1) legislators took
up their battle against Chief Minister
Babasaheb Bhosale to the legislative as-

sembly through a breach of privilege no-
tice, but the Speaker, Sharad Dighe, turned
itdown on technical grounds. However, the
Speaker described the former’s remarks,
(that the dissidents are "goondas") which
has provoked 39 ruling party members to
move the notice, as unfortunate.

SOVIET PROMISE

IN WHAT APPEARED to be a major new
arms proposal, the new Soviet leader, Yuri
V Andropov, offered to slash Soviet
medium-range missiles deployed in
Europe to the number of missiles pos-
sessed by France and Britain. He mentioned
no specific figure.
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The odds of mass prosperity

India will cross China’s population next year. We must anchor our strategy in human capital and formal
jobs rather than fiscal or monetary policy
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MANISH SABHARWAL AND
ASHISH DHAWAN

SOMETIME IN APRIL 2023, we estimate that
India’s 1.43 billion people will exceed China’s
population. This milestone is bittersweet.
Sweet because we have more than doubled
the horrible 31-year life expectancy the British
left us with in 1947, without brutal freedom-
destroying state interventions (China’s one-
child policy means it will lose workers
equalling France’s population in the next
decade). Bitter because mass prosperity for
massive populations is hard. India’s large re-
mittances from a small population overseas
reinforce that our mass prosperity strategy
should be human capital and formal jobs.

A strong case for human capital-driven
productivity is our software employment —
0.8 per cent of workers generate 8 per cent of
GDP. This case is reinforced by remittances
from our overseas population of less than 2
per cent of our resident population crossing
$100billion last year. A World Bank report sug-
gests that the qualitative shift during the pre-
vious five years from low-skilled, informal em-
ployment in Gulf countries (the share of Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, Oman, and Qatar
dropped from 54 per cent to 28 per cent) to
high-skilled formal jobs in high-income coun-
tries (the share of the US, UK, and Singapore in-
creased from 26 per cent to 36 per cent)is sig-
nificant. Last year, the US replaced the UAE as
the single biggest source country with 23 per
cent of remittances. Our rich forex remittance
harvest — roughly 25 per cent higher than FDI
and 25 per cent less than software exports —
is fruit from the tree of human capital and for-
mal jobs.

A modern state is a welfare state, but this
does not default to muscular fiscal and mon-
etary policy. Monetary policy is, at best, a
placebo, painkiller, or steroid especially since
credit availability is a bigger problem in India
than credit cost. And if fiscal deficits could
make countries rich, no country would be
poor. The freebie rejection by Gujarat's elec-
torate is heartening but this generationally un-
fair policy will resurface in the 2024 national
elections. Global experience suggests where
governments spend money (pensions, inter-
est, salaries, education, healthcare, roads, etc)
and how this spending is financed (taxes or
debt) matters more than how much is spent
(about Rs 80 lakh crore in India this year).
Covid made enormous fiscal and monetary
policy demands, but the bigger the binge, the
bigger the hangover. Western central banks
are struggling to shrink their balance sheets
because they used what Harvard’s Paul Tucker
calls “unelected power” to chase goals outside
their mandate, administer medicine with
poorly understood side effects, and speed
down highways with no known return paths.

Academics encouraged these articulate
technocrats by suggesting interest rates will
remain low indefinitely so fiscal deficits mat-
ter less than they did. This lack of history and
humility has not aged well — rich-country
borrowing rates have risen by 300 per cent
plus and inflation hurts the poor the most.
India avoided these fiscal and monetary pol-

—_

o . O 0
+‘T ®
- O O -=

icy excesses. This prudence now combines
with previous structural reforms (GST, IBC,
MPC, UPI, DBT, NEP, etc) and a reform “tone
from the top” to create a fertile habitat for pro-
ductive citizens and firms.

The Union budget in February will renew
the reform agenda. The Ministry of Finance
is the closest we have to a Ministry of
Employment. The Finance Bill must target
productivity and continuity by legislating hu-
man capital and formal job reforms previ-
ously proposed. It should reduce the imple-
mentation glide path for the powerful
National Education Policy 2020 from 15 years
to five years. It should abolish separate licens-
ing requirements for online degrees and
freely allow all our 1,000-plus accredited uni-
versities to launch online learning. It should
accelerate growing our 0.5 million appren-
tices to 10 million by allowing all universi-
ties tolaunch degree apprentice courses un-
der tripartite contracts with employers
under the Apprentices Act.

It should notify the four labour codes for
all central-list industries while appointing a
tripartite committee to converge them into
one labour code by the next budget. It should
continue EODB reforms by designating every
enterprise’s PAN number as its Universal
Enterprise Number. It should explode man-
ufacturing employment by abolishing the
Factories Act — this painful Act accounts for
8,000 of the 26,000 plus criminal provisions
in employer compliance — and require all
employers to comply under each state’s
Shops and Establishment Act (like Infosys,
TCS,and IBM India do). It should create a non-
profit corporation (like NPCI in payments)
that will operate an API-driven National
Employer Compliance Grid and enable cen-
tral ministries and state governments to ra-
tionalise, digitise and decriminalise their em-
ployer compliances.

The Finance Bill must target
productivity and continuity
by legislating human capital
and formal job reforms
previously proposed. It
should reduce the
implementation glide path
for the powerful National
Education Policy 2020 from
15 years to five years. It
should abolish separate
licensing requirements for
online degrees and freely
allow all our 1,000-plus
accredited universities to
launch online learning.

CR Sasikumar

It should reduce the gap between chitthi-
waali salary (money numbers in employment
letters) and haath-waali salary (money re-
ceived in hand) by making employees’ prov-
ident fund contributions optional but raising
employer PF contributions from the current
12 per cent to 13 per cent. It should notify a
previous budget announcement to create em-
ployee choice in their contributions to health
insurance (ESIC or insurance companies)and
pensions (EPFO or NPS). Most importantly, it
should link all employer subsidies and tax in-
centives to high-wage employment creation
(adifficult-to-fudge and easy-to-measure ef-
fectiveness metric for this public spending is
employer provident fund payment).

India and China’s per capita GDP was
equalin 1991; theirs is now five times higher.
Arguably, unlike when China started serious
reform in 1978, India today faces a more un-
favourable global context of growth, exports,
and manufacturing. Also, China's reforms
were faster and crisper without the fixed costs
of democracy. But this deficit led to their un-
challenged policies of Cultural Revolution,
one-child norm, and zero-Covid. India’s can-
tankerous democracy is a strength. An excel-
lent new book, We the People of the States of
Bharat by Sanjeev Chopra, suggests our con-
stantly changing internal maps since 1947 re-
flect India’s ability to reconcile diverse aspi-
rations because people think in decades,
countries think in centuries and civilisations
think in millennia. Experience and evidence
now firmly suggest the odds of mass prosper-
ity in the planet’s most populous nation rise
from possible to probable by anchoring our
strategy in human capital and formal jobs
rather than fiscal or monetary policy.

Sabharwal and Dhawan are co-founders
of Teamlease Services and
Ashoka University, respectively

Listen please, Imam saheb

Barring Muslim women from contesting polls is against Quran and Constitution

SHAZIA [LMI

EARLIER THIS MONTH, Imam Shabbir Ahmed
Siddiqui of the Jama Masjid in Ahmedabad or-
dained that Muslim women should not be
given election tickets. He has claimed that
Islam itself is against women coming out in
the open and hence, it is against them stand-
ing for elections and campaigning or even vis-
iting mosques for prayers.

Islamis Siddiqui’s religion as well as mine.
So, without the benefit of his pulpit, here’s a
factual pushback.

The Imam said that political parties are giv-
ing election tickets to Muslim women for gen-
eral seats because they aim to weaken Islam.
“Are there no men left? Is there a dearth of
men,” he asked. The answer, Shahi Imam sa-
heb, is “no”. There are plenty of talented men
—aswellaswomen. There’salso a Constitution
that forbids discrimination against women.
The Quran, the holy book you claim touphold,
too makes no such discrimination.

Benazir Bhutto was the elected prime min-
ister of Pakistan twice (1988 and 1993).
Khaleda Zia was the elected prime minister of
Bangladesh in 1991. Megawati Sukarnoputri
served as the president of Indonesia from
2001-2004. Vjosa Osmani is the president of
the de facto Republic of Kosovo, and before her
was Atifete Jahjaga.In 2010, Roza Otunbayeva
became the president of Kyrgyzstan, Ameenah
Fakim became the president of Mauritius in
2015 and Mame Madior Boye became prime
minister of Senegal in 2001. I would like to tell
the Imam and his ilk that all these women are
Muslim and that he should not be letting down

epaper“ma).ass.cnm

both the Constitution and the Quraninsucha
pitiable manner.

Sadly, not a single Muslim voice has called
out this religious leader’s patriarchal diktat.
Will one amongst them speak up against dis-
crimination within the larger community,
openly practised under the guise of religion?

Some fellow Muslims I know stay away
for reasons of political convenience. Their ex-
istence rests on citing Islamophobia and cry-
ing persecution — anything, aslong as the rul-
ing dispensation s pilloried. It is not for them
tocite a solid example of religious discrimina-
tion by this political regime in its policy, gov-
ernance or dispensation of welfare schemes.

In percentage terms, my Muslim brethren
only outnumber the other religions, propor-
tionally to their population, as beneficiaries
of housing, educational and all other welfare
schemes because of the base effect (being
consigned to the lowest socio-economic in-
dices by the secular rahnumayiat [leader-
ship], the mercenary politics of tokenism and
appeasement).

Most of the clergy in India have led unsus-
pecting millions astray. Consumed by a vis-
ceral hatred for the Narendra Modi juggernaut
of vikas and vishwas, this tribe of medieval-
ists thinks nothing of disfiguring the word of
the Holy Quran, undermining its authority and
supremacy over all other interpretative texts.

On triple talag and hijab, for instance, they
decided to undermine the holy book as op-
posed to either the Hadith or local norms.
Talag-e-biddat or triple talaq — the annulment

of a marriage by the oral denouncement of a
man to his wedded wife — is banned in most
Islamic nations (including Pakistan). The en-
actment of the legislation banning triple ta-
lag saw resistance from the same “secular
brigade”, which used the minority card to
build political capital but worked against the
real “minority within the minority” by oppos-
ing the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights
on Marriage), Bill, 2019, popularly called Triple
Talaq Bill, in Parliament.

Iwonder when the “liberals” of India will
expose the obvious marginalisation of the
“minority within the minority” by the so-
called secular parties. Or do they also believe
that Muslim women are less than Muslim
men and, therefore, not worth defending?

Similarly, during the hijab controversy, the
Islamists could not cite a single verse from the
Quran that espoused the burga for women.
Arab men, like the women, also wear the tra-
ditional kufiyah or ghutra, a headdress to pro-
tect them against heat and sand.

Is it possible that this Imam and his kind
have noidea that women not only congregate
in mosques in many Islamic and non-Islamic
countries, but also at the Masjid Al Haram it-
self? So, while Muslim women are welcome
in Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia and at
the holy Al Agsa mosque in Israel, they must
not congregate in Indian mosques. My women
friends and I too have offered prayers in vari-
ous masjids, including Al Agsa, unhindered.

The denial of political participation for
women and their invisibilisation should be

taken up by every Muslim man or woman.
Intervention by courts or political entities is
misinterpreted as interference. Muslims must
rely on their own conscience, instead of ced-
ing their powers to a regressive clergy or po-
litical parties whose raison d’étre is a hatred
of PM Modi. The truth must be spoken and ar-
ticulated from within the community.

Many will predictably have just a single
point of contention: That this author is from
the BJP. Yes, the same party that enabled 40
per cent more Muslim girls to pursue primary
education. “The school dropout rate among
Muslim daughters was more than 70 per cent
and this situation persisted for 70 years,” the
PM said ina speech. “The government started
the Swachh Bharat Mission, built toilets for
school-going girls. Now, this (dropout) rate
has fallen to nearly 30 per cent," he added.

[ contend that my political moorings are
preceded by my birth and upbringing in a
Muslim neighbourhood in Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh, and by my being the daughter of a
Maulana and being given the title of “Ilmi” by
the Deoband seminary. Those who think that
I've written this article because 'm in the BJP
must realise that they have gotten the theory
of cause and effect all wrong,. First-hand ex-
perience of leftist hypocrisy is what has led to
this moment.

And Iwill never allow any intermediaries
between my Allah and .

The writer isawomen’s rights activist and
national spokesperson, BJP
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Even if [Donald Trump] cannot recover, others are already using his playbook.
The prospect that he will rebound, or another like him will take his place, is all the
more reason to establish the full record of his actions — whether or not they

ultimately lead to legal consequences.”

— THE GUARDIAN

Stay with science,
o0 slow on GM

Evidence suggests that government
must be careful and cautious on
GM mustard in Indian farms

DILNAVAZ VARIAVA

THOSE WHO OPPOSE GM crops, and favour
an agro-ecological or biosafety or precau-
tionary approach, are repeatedly derided as
“unscientific” and “Luddites”. Let us look at
the facts.

Transgenic technology, unlike other
technologies, is uncontrollable and irre-
versible after environmental release. Living
Modified Organisms (LMOs), as the
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety refers to
Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs),
propagate themselves and proliferate. This
process cannot be reversed. Therefore, any
deliberate environmental release has to be
only after thorough, independent, peer-re-
viewed assessment of long-term implica-
tions. The precautionary principle is a cor-
nerstone because of the unpredictability and
time lag of serious outcomes manifesting in
highly complex living systems, and their ir-
reversibility. To draw a parallel, not a single
one of 330 invasive species (for example, lan-
tana, parthenium) in India has yet been
eliminated, despite estimated damage of Rs
8.3 trillion by just 10 of them!

More than 25 years after their introduc-
tion, GM crops are still globally grown in just
29 out of 172 countries. Moreover, 91 per
cent of GM crop area continues to be in just
five countries (USA, Brazil, Argentina,
Canada, India). Most countries of Europe and
Japan, Israel, Russia, Malaysia etc., do not
grow GM crops. In China, a first adopter, Bt
cotton area has been declining and non-GM
hybrid technology is used for rapeseed/mus-
tard.

Only two traits are present in over 85 per
cent of GM crops grown — herbicide toler-
ance (HT, where crop plants are modified to
withstand large amounts of toxic weed-
killing chemicals), and/or insect resistance
(pesticidal toxin, usually Bt, is produced in-
side the plant). In 2000, 761 scientists
warned of adverse impacts. Scientific evi-
dence shows that adverse impacts are ex-
panding.

HT crops result in not only ecological
damage, but human health impacts for con-
sumers. Like tobacco, once declared safe, the
effects take long to manifest. Beekeepers say
that HT mustard will affect honey produc-
tion and contaminated honey will damage
exports. Asregards human health, probable
carcinogenicity, neuro-toxicity, reproduc-
tive health problems, organ damage etc.
have been documented by independent re-
search on GM crops and associated herbi-
cides, once claimed by developers and reg-
ulators to be “safe”. Like thousands of
doctors in other countries, over 100 eminent
Indian doctors have conveyed their concerns
to the Prime Minister and asked that no HT
food crops be released and the planted GM
mustard be uprooted before flowering.

It is claimed that DMH-11 is not an HT
crop as the use of the Bar gene — which con-
fers a herbicide tolerance trait — is essen-
tially for the pollination control technology
in creating hybrids, and glufosinate herbi-
cide will only be used during seed produc-
tion. The reality is that by virtue of the Bar
gene being present in both parental lines,

and thereby alsoin all their hybrid offspring,
this GM mustard can withstand application
of a toxic weedkiller, glufosinate, including
in farmers’ fields. It should therefore have
beenassessed asan HT crop. If governments,
for over 10 years, have been aware of the il-
legal planting of herbicide tolerant cotton
and rampant illegal use of glyphosate on
such HT cotton, and have been unable or un-
willing to stop this, what “regulatory
process” will now prevent farmers in search
of low-cost weeding options from spraying
glufosinate on herbicide tolerant mustard?

The ongoing litigations in the Supreme
Courtare about serious shortcomings in our
regulatory regime. Minutes of meetings of
the regulatory body GEAC and the “guide-
lines and protocols” on the regulator’s web-
site reflect an absence of regulatory proto-
cols for HT crops. And yet a crop withan HT
trait is being released in the environment!
The technical expert committee (TEC) ap-
pointed by the SCand the unanimous multi-
party reports of two parliamentary stand-
ing committees have exposed serious lapses
and inadequacies in bio-safety testing. They
all advised that herbicide tolerant crops,
which GM Mustard is, should not be re-
leased in Indian conditions. Even the gov-
ernment-nominated experts in the TEC
asked for a ban on HT crops. The govern-
ment, surely, cannot call them unscientific!

Testing on GM mustard has been done
with test protocols evolved by the crop de-
veloper, and most tests were done by the ap-
plicant. No independent health expert par-
ticipated in the committees that looked at
GM mustard safety. To this day, biosafety
data of GM mustard has not been posted on
the regulator’s website for independent
scrutiny.

Initial publication by the developer’s
team publicised GM mustard’s herbicide tol-
erance ability as a great benefit to farmers.
When strong evidence of the hazards of HT
crops and herbicides emerged, claims of
yield increase were made, with a higher
yield of 25-30 per cent being projected.
When it was shown that the yield increase
claims were based on comparison with an
old, non-hybrid variety,and there were sev-
eral higher-yielding mustard hybrids that
should have been the comparators, it is
claimed that DMH-11’s parental lines will
be very useful for breeding better hybrids,
though the countries with the highest yields
in the world do not use this GM HT tech-
nique. The benefits claimed, hence, are
therefore questionable.

Itis claimed GM mustard is necessary to
reduce India’s edible oil import bill. Most of
the edible oil we import is not GM oil, but
cheap, non-GM, palmolein oil. For mustard
yield improvement, safe agro-ecological so-
lutions such as the “system of mustard in-
tensification” are showing significant yield
increases. This technology should be pro-
moted, not GM HT mustard of dubious
yields and safety.

What is the urgent necessity for GM
mustard release when the Supreme Court’s
Technical Expert Committee and two unan-
imous reports of multi-party parliamentary
standing committees have recommended
that HT crops should be banned in India and
the precautionary principle followed?

Thewriter is Vice President of the BNHS and
member of the GOI's National Conservation
Strategy Committee, NBWL and NCEPC.
She chaired a working group

for Maharashtra government’s 25 year
action plan for agriculture.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PRIORITISE UNITY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Battle
for Belagavi’ (IE, December 21). Both
Maharashtra and Karnataka are cur-
rently under the BJP’s control. It is
ironic that the chief ministers of these
states are battling it out in public,
while the party claims to stand for
“Akhand Bharat”. Unity, rather than
states’ claim over a few towns and vil-
lages, should be the priority. It is cru-
cial that both states maintain the sta-
tus quo until a legal remedy is found.

S S Paul, Nadia

AN INSPIRING FIGHT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Looking
back at Shaheen Bagh'’ (IE, December
21). The author has rightly noted the
various shifts that the Shaheen Bagh
movement marked for Indian femi-
nism. It was spearheaded by Muslim
women who raised their voice on is-
sues beyond their religious identity
and gender. Their fight inspired many
others across the country at the time.
It was a version of feminism that was
rooted in issues deeply Indian, not
borrowing definitions from the West.

H Upadhyay, via email

DEEP-ROOTED ISSUES

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Judicial
independence above all’ (IE,
December 21). Clashes between the
judiciary and the Centre do not bode
well for a country with 3.93 crore
pending cases, 5,500 vacancies in sub-
ordinate courts and poor infrastruc-
ture. A collaborative approach be-
tween the two branches of the
government is needed, perhaps with
a joint screening committee.
Abhishek Mishra, Allahabad

FRESH WORRIES

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Centre
sounds Covid alert, asks to track pos-
itive samples’ (IE, December 21). The
Centre has asked state governments
to track Covid cases and provide sam-
ples for genome sequencing to iden-
tify different variants. The alert comes
on the back of other nations reporting
a rise in Covid cases. Genome se-
quencing will enable timely detection
of new variants and help prepare to
tackle a spike in cases. Meanwhile, the
government should issue fresh guide-
lines for the public.

Khokan Das, Kolkata
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The win means that
Deuba will possibly be
the PM. File

NEPAL
Deubaelected
parliamentary
party leader

Kathmandu: Nepali
Congress Chairman Sher
Bahadur Deuba on
Wednesday earned first le-
gitimacy towards his bid to
retain the PM'’s post as he
won the election for the
NC's Parliamentary Party
leadership. Deuba (78) de-
feated his lone rival Gagan
Thapa (56) for the post se-
curing 65 votes against
Thapa's24. TheNC hasto-
gether 89 members in the
House of Representatives
thathasatotal of 275 votes.
The new PM will have to se-
cure vote of confidence
within 30 days of being
swornin.Ifhe makesit, this
will be the sixth term that
Deubawill beservingasthe
Prime Minister. The NC-led
coalition has secured
around 135 votes, butis still
three short of a majority.
YUBARAJ GHIMIRE

THE BAHAMAS

FTX founder
readytobe
extraditedtoUS

Nassau: Sam Bankman-
Fried has consented to be

extradited to
B the uUs
where he
faces fraud
charges, ac-
cording to
an affidavit
his lawyer read on
Wednesday at a court
hearing in The Bahamas. It
paves the way for the
founder of the FTX cryp-
tocurrency exchange to be
flown to the US as early as
Wednesday afternoon.
Federal prosecutors in
Manhattan last week
charged the 30-year-old
cryptocurrency mogul
with stealing billions of
dollarsin FTX customer as-
sets to plug losses at his
hedge fund, Alameda
Research. REUTERS

UK
Waiting time for

Indian visas eased

London: The post-pandemic
travel demand spike result-
ing in long delays for trav-
ellers seeking Indian visas
has considerably eased in
time for the busy Christmas
travel period, visa facilita-
tion service VFS Global
said.The restoration of e-
visafacility for UK travellers
earlier this month is ex-
pected to ease the pressure.
The opening up of new visa
centres, extra visa appoint-
ment slotsand the launch of
a bespoke Visa At Your
Doorstep facility have been
described as delivering re-
sults. PTI

SWITZERLAND
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SwWi1ss GOVT REJECTS 3RD GENDER OPTION

The Swiss government on Wednesday rejected the idea of introducing a third gender op-
tion or no-gender option for official records, a position which differs from that of some
neighbouring countries. Responding to two proposals from Parliament, the governing
Federal Council said “the binary gender model is still strongly anchored in Swiss society.”

LONG WAITS, HIGH FEES FOR CREMATION SERVICES IN BEIJING

As hearses queue at Chinamorgues, WHO

cautions Covid-19 emergency not over yet

Beijing limits
how it defines
Covid deathsin
official count

AGENCIES
BEIJING, DECEMBER 21

DOZENS OF hearses queued out-
side a Beijing crematorium on
Wednesday, even as China re-
ported no new Covid-19 deaths
in its growing outbreak, spark-
ing criticism of its virus account-
ing as the capital braces for a
surge of cases.

Ata crematorium in Beijing’s
Tongzhou district, a witness saw
a queue of about 40 hearses
waiting to enter while the park-
ing lot was full.

Inside, family and friends,
many wearing traditional white
clothing and headbands of
mourning, gathered around about
20 coffins awaiting cremation.
Staff wore hazmat suits and smoke
rose from five of the 15 furnaces.
There was a heavy police presence
outside the crematorium.

Some residents in Beijing
face waiting days to cremate rel-
atives or paying steep fees to se-
cure timely services, funeral
home workers said, indicating a
growing death toll as the Chinese
capital battles a sharp rise in
Covid-19 cases. Workers at two
different funeral parlours in
Beijing said over the weekend
there has been a surge in resi-
dents looking to cremate de-
ceased relatives, leading to
queues and delays.

Amid the surge in cases in
China, several leading scientists
and World Health Organization
advisors said it may be too early to
declare the end of the Covid emer-

LATEST TREND
INCHINA

M Cases have decreased
by 93% from the average
two weeks ago

M Deaths haveincreased
by 250%.
M Since the beginning of

the pandemic, 1,906,817
cases have been reported

M Atleast1in 266,638
residents have died from

the coronavirus, a total of
5,242 deaths

Patients at the Baoding No. 2 Central Hospital in Zhuozhou
city in northern China’s Hebei province on Wednesday. AP

GERMANY SENDS 1ST
BATCH OF VACCINES

Germany has dispatched a
batch of the BioNTech-
Pfizer Covid vaccine to
China, where it will be
administered to Germans
who live in the country. Am
official said the vaccines
were sent on a flight that
was due to land in Chinaon
Wednesday. He said China
informed Berlin that its
citizens can be inoculated
with vaccine, which
otherwiseisn’t cleared for
use in China. REUTERS

NEW REPORTED CASES IN CHINA (Last 90 days)

— — New Cases
60,000 » Ava
40,000 :
20,000 R < 4
Oct, 2022 Nov,2022 Dec, 2022

Source: Data for China comes from the Center for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins University. Population data from the National
Bureau of Statistics of China. Data does not include Hong Kong, Macau or Taiwan. Daily cases are the number of new cases reported each day. The
seven-day average is the average of a day and the previous six days of data.

B US Covid cases

since the start of the
pandemicinearly 2020
exceeded a staggering
100 million, Johns
Hopkins University said.

W Japan, Republic of
Korea and Brazil have
witnessed a sudden spike
in Covid cases over the
last week

gency phase. Projections have sug-
gested the world's second largest
economy could now face anexplo-
sion of cases and over a million
deaths next year after the abrupt
change in course.

“The question is whether you
can call it post-pandemic when
such a significant part of the
worldis actually just entering its
second wave,” Dutch virologist

8 teens charged with
murder of man they
met online in Toronto

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TORONTO, DECEMBER 21

EIGHT TEENAGE girls who ap-
parently met on social media
have been charged with second-
degree murder in the stabbing
death of a 59-year-old man in
Toronto, police said Tuesday.

Investigators allege that the
girls assaulted and stabbed the
manin the city’s downtown core
early Sunday morning. Toronto
Police said medics took the man
to a hospital, where he died.

According to police, the eight
girls were arrested near where
the attack happened. Three of
the girls are 13 years old, three
are 14 and two are 16.

Detective Sgt. Terry Browne
of the Toronto Police Service
Homicide Squad said investiga-
tors think the girls were trying to
take a bottle of alcohol from the
man. “Anyone whoisn’t shocked
with hearing something like this
has clearly just thrown in the
towel and just said anything is
possible in this world. Eight
young girls and most under the
age of 16. If this isn’t alarming
and shocking to everyone, then
we’re allin trouble quite frankly.”

Inlowcrime
rateCanada,
@ anuptick

EXPLAINED

CANADA'S CRIME rate is
relatively low compared
with that of the United
States, but the violent
crime rate rose by 5% in
2021 from a year earlier,
atrend found in many
North American cities,
according to data re-
leased in August.

Browne said the same girls got
into an altercation earlier in the
nightinthearea. “They meteach
other through social media. They
come from varying parts of the
city,” Browne said said. “We don’t
know how or why they met on
that evening and why the desti-
nation was downtown Toronto.
We don’t know how long they
were acquainted with each other.
[ wouldn’t describe them as a
gang at this point.” Browne said
they took part in a “swarming.”
He said they will look to see if
there are similar attacks online.

Marion Koopmans, who sits on
a WHO committee tasked with
advising on the status of the
Covid emergency, said. “It’s clear
that we are in a very different
phase [of the pandemic], but in
my mind, that pending wave in
Chinaisawild card.”

China has always been con-
servative in how it counts ill-
nesses, whether from the flu or

Covid-19. It only counts deaths
from pneumonia or respiratory
failure inits official Covid-19toll,
a Chinese health official said, ina
narrow definition that limits the
number of deaths reported, asan
outbreak of the virus surges fol-
lowing the easing of pandemic-
related restrictions.

Deaths that occur in patients
with pre-existing illnesses are not

counted as Covid deaths, said
Wang Guigiang, the head of infec-
tious disease at Peking University’s
No. 1 Hospital. That narrower cri-
teria has meant China’s Covid-19
toll will always be significantly
lower than those of many other
nations. On Wednesday, Chinare-
ported no new Covid deaths and
in fact subtracted one death from
the overall toll.

U.S. SENDING PATRIOTS TO UKRAINE UNDER $1.85B AID PACKAGE

As Zelenskyy lands in US, Kremlin
warns more arms to aggravate war

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 21

UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT
Volodymyr Zelenskyy arrived in
Wiashington on Wednesday for a
summit with President Joe Biden
and an address to Congress in a
bid to shore up support for his
country and send a defiant mes-
sage to its Russian invaders.

A US official confirmed that a
US Air Force jet carrying the
Ukrainian leader landed at Joint
Base Andrews, just outside the
capital. Zelenskyy said on his
Twitter account before his arrival
that the visit, his first known trip
outside Ukraine since the war be-
gan in February, was “to
strengthenresilience and defense
capabilities” of Ukraine and to dis-
cuss cooperation with the US.

Just before his arrival, the US
announced its largest single de-
livery of arms to Ukraine, includ-
ing Patriot surface-to-air missiles,
and Congress planned to vote on
aspending package thatincludes
about $45 billion in emergency
assistance to Ukraine.

Poland’s private broadcaster,
TVN24, said Zelenskyy crossed
into Poland early Wednesday on
his way to Washington. The sta-
tion showed footage of what ap-

US and Ukrainian flags are put in place along Pennsylvania
Avenue, Wednesday ahead of a visit from Zelenskyy. AP

peared to be Zelenskyy arriving
at a train station and being es-
corted to a motorcade.

White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre said the visit
“will underscore the United
States’ steadfast commitment to
supporting Ukraine for as long as
it takes, including through the
provision of economic, human-
itarian, and military assistance.”

Zelenskyy was to meet with
Biden at the White House in the
afternoon and then join Biden
for anews conference in the East
Room. The address to Congress
was expected in the evening,.

The Kremlin, meanwhile,
warned thatincreasing the supply

of US arms to Ukraine would ag-
gravate the devastating war, and
Russia’s defence minister called for
expanding Moscow’s military by
atleast 500,000 people.

Speaking at a meeting Putin
held with top military brass,
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu
said the 1.5 million-member mil-
itary should include 695,000 vol-
unteer contract soldiers Putin
also said the Russian military’s
new Sarmat intercontinental bal-
listic missile will enter service
shortly. We always considered the
Ukrainian people as brotherly,and
[ still think so,” Putin said. “What's
going on s certainly a tragedy, but
it's not a result of our policy.”

Women students
weep as Taliban
enforce univ ban

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KABUL, DECEMBER 21

TALIBAN SECURITY forces in the
Afghan capital on Wednesday en-
forced a higher education ban for
women by blocking their access
to universities, with video ob-
tained by The APshowing women
weeping and consoling each other
outside one campus in Kabul.
The country’s Taliban rulers a
day earlier ordered women na-
tionwide to stop attending private
and public universities effective
immediately and until further no-
tice. The Taliban-led administra-
tion has not given areason for the
ban or reacted to the fierce and
swift global condemnation of it.
Journalists saw Taliban forces
outside four Kabul universities
Wednesday. The forces stopped
some women from entering,
while allowingotherstogoinand
finish their work. They also tried
to prevent any photography, film-
ing and protests from taking place.
Rahimullah Nadeem, a
spokesman for Kabul University,
confirmed that classes for
women students had stopped. He
said some women were allowed
to enter the campus for paper-
work and administrative reasons,
and that four graduation cere-
monies were held Wednesday.
Members of an activist group
called the Unity and Solidarity of
Afghanistan Women gathered
outside the private Edrak
University inKabul on Wednesday
morning, chanting slogansin Dari.
“Donot make education political!”

DECISION WILL COME
WITH CONSEQUENCES
FOR TALIBAN: BLINKEN

Washington: The US has
strongly condemned the
Taliban’s “indefensible de-
cision” to ban women from
universities and keep sec-
ondary schools closed to
girls, with Secretary of State
Antony Blinken warning
that this decision will come
with “consequences” for
the hardline Islamist regime
in Afghanistan. “The Taliban
cannot expect to be a legit-
imate member of the inter-
national community until
they respect the rights of all
in Afghanistan. This deci-
sion will come with conse-
quences for the Taliban,”
Blinken warned. PTI

they said. “Once again university
is banned for women, we do not
want to be eliminated!”

Despite initially promising a
more moderate rule respecting
rights for women and minorities,
the Taliban have widely imple-
mented their interpretation of
Islamic law, or Sharia, since they
seized power in August 2021.

They have banned girls from
middle school and high school,
barred women from most fields
of employment and ordered
them to wear head-to-toe cloth-
ing in public. Women are also
banned from parks and gyms.
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‘Do not make education political’ slogans were raised
outside Kabul University on Wednesday. AP

British Sikh MP calls
for bullying probe after
PIO doctor’s suicide

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, DECEMBER 21

BRITAIN’S FIRST woman Sikh MP
haswritten to the UK government
calling for anindependentinquiry
into a state-funded National
Health Service (NHS) hospital
trust in Birmingham following the
suicide of an Indian-origin junior
doctor and several reports of bul-
lying she has received from staff.
Preet Kaur Gill, whois the MP
for Birmingham Edgbaston
where the hospital trustis based,
on Wednesday published her let-
ter to UK Health Secretary Steve
Barclay on Twitter, which calls for
an inquiry into the culture at
University Hospitals Birmingham
NHS Foundation Trust (UHB).
She referenced the suicide of
35-year-old Dr Vaishnavi Kumar,
who worked at Birmingham
Queen Elizabeth Hospital and
whose inquest last month heard
how she felt “belittled” at work

WEINSTEIN WAS FOUND GUILTY OF ONE COUNT OF RAPE, TWO COUNTS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT AGAINST JANE DOE 1

One woman'’s story of rape convinced all Harvey Weinstein trial jurors

ANDREW DALTON
LOS ANGELES, DECEMBER 21

MOST OF the jurors at Harvey
Weinstein’s Los Angeles trial
were ready to convict him of
crimes related to three of the four
women he was charged with
raping or sexually assaulting.
Yet after weeks of delibera-
tion the eight men and four
women voted unanimously to
convict him of crimes against
only one: a Russian-born model
and actor known as Jane Doe 1.
She lived in Rome and was visit-
ing California for a film festival at
age 34in 2013, when she said the
now-disgraced film mogul ap-

peared uninvited at her Los
Angeles hotel room door in the
middle of the night.

The jurors were released
from service and allowed to talk
publicly after more than two
months Tuesday, when they
could not reach a unanimous de-
cision on two aggravating factors
that might have made for a
higher sentence. Their delibera-
tions took nine days spanning
more than two weeks, but those
who spoke to reporters said the
talks were never contentious.

Weinstein was found guilty
of one count of rape and two
counts of sexual assault against
Jane Doe 1. He now faces up to 18
years in prison in California to go

spspe TR il >+ cor

with a 23-year sentence for a
rape and sexual assault convic-
tion in New York.

Jurorssaid Jane Doe 1’s com-
posure, and the fact that she did
not contact Weinstein after he
raped her, allowed the divided
group to reach consensus on her
accusations. “I thought Jane Doe
1 was convincing in her story,”
said one juror, a 62-year-old man
who works in banking and only
provided his first name, Michael,

The physical and technical ev-
idence surrounding Jane Doe 1
was some of the thinnest at the
trial, but jurors were told that un-
der the law, if they found an ac-
cuser’s story credible, that alone
could be enough to convict.
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Harvey Weinstein ata Manhattan courthouse in his rape

trial in New York. APFile

They acquitted Weinstein on
acount of sexual battery againsta
massage therapist. They were
deadlocked, with 10 of 12 voting

for guilt, on a count of sexual bat-
tery against model Lauren Young;
and voting 8-4 in favour of convic-
tion on rape and sexual assault

counts involving Jennifer Siebel
Newsom, a documentary film-
maker and wife of California
Governor Gavin Newsom.

Jane Doe 1 only one among
them who had no further direct
dealings with Weinstein or his
representatives after the incident.
She testified she had barely
known who he was, having been
introduced only briefly at the film
festival,and wanted nothing from
him. Others, including Siebel
Newsom, had friendly email ex-
changes with Weinstein or sought
out future meetings after theirin-
cidents, a point the defense
pounded in their cross-examina-
tions and closing arguments. That
resonated with some jurors.

Michael said he voted to con-
vict on the Jane Doe 1 counts, but
reluctantly voted to acquit on the
counts involving Siebel Newsom.
The difference, he said, was the
women’s “subsequent action.” “In
a 2 Va2 year period she had sent
Weinstein over 35 emails,” he said
of Siebel Newsom. “She wanted
access to Weinstein. It sounded
like she wanted access to a lot of
his resources. It raised a reason-
able doubt in my mind.”

Weinstein has repeatedly de-
nied engaging in any non-con-
sensual sex. “Jane Doe 1 is lying,.
Period,” Weinstein lawyer Alan
Jackson said in closing argument.

While tearful at times, Jane
Doe 1's testimony was restrained

and would come home and cry.
“In the wake of the inquest
following the suicide of Dr
Vaishnavi Kumar, where bully-
ing and condescension at work
was cited as a contributing fac-
tor in her death, I am absolutely
determined that this must be a
turning point for the Trust,” read
Gill's letter dated December 14.
“UHB Staff have been bullied
and demeaned for raising con-
cerns about policies and practices
that they believe have compro-
mised patient care, and in some
cases evenled to deaths,” it notes.
The Opposition Labour Party
MP and shadow secretary of state
for international development
said many of the staff who have
been in contact with her have de-
scribed a “put up or shut up” cul-
ture at the NHS hospitals trust.
“We welcome the support
that is being put in place and we
look forward to working positively
and constructively with our NHS
colleagues,” UHB said. PTI

and straightforward in compar-
ison to some that followed. She
spoke slowly with a Russian ac-
cent, and made nearly no use of
a translator on hand.

Esqueda said the intensely
emotional testimony of Siebel
Newsom, who was screaming
through tears at times during her
testimony, might have been too
much for some fellow jurors. The
panel was divided 6-6 on the
counts involving her when he
suggested getting a read-back of
her testimony from the court re-
porter. “She had a little drama,”
Esquedasaid. “Solsuggested let’s
re-read it,and I think after we read
ititswitched a couple of peoplein
her favor, without the drama.” AP
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FAact CHECK, GROUND REALITY

COULDINDIAPLAY

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

ON TUESDAY, V K Sreekandan, the
Congress MP from Palakkad, asked the gov-
ernment in Lok Sabha whether it was afact
that “football is the most loved game all
over the world”, and that “India never qual-
ified, except in 1950 by default, or partici-
pated in FIFA World Cup”.

He also asked *“whether the
Government is considering to take effec-
tive steps for getting India qualified for the
next FIFA World Cup”. In response, Sports
Minister Anurag Thakur said “while the pri-
mary responsibility” for this was the All
India Football Federation’s (AIFF), “football
has been placed in the ‘Priority’ category”
under the government’s scheme of assis-
tance to national sports Federations (NSFs).

Next FIFA World Cup

The 2026 football World Cup will be co-
hosted by Canada, Mexico, and the United
States. The tournament will be bigger than
ever before — 48 teams, 16 more than in
this year’s edition, will take part. As a re-
sult, the number of slots that the Asian
Football Federation (AFC) receives will al-
most double from 4.5 to 8.

Could India make it?

While Asian teams will benefit from
more slots, the Indian men’s football team
is still far away from being in contention.
Consider:

M India is 106th in the latest FIFA rank-
ings,and 19th in Asia, behind teams like the
Kyrghyz Republic, Vietnam, and Lebanon.
Even with eight slots, India will have to
cause some major upsets in qualifying to
make it to the tournament.

M Since the ranking system began in
1992, most teams who have reached the
biggest stage have been under rank 50
(though this will change in the expanded
tournament). This year, the lowest ranked
team was Ghana (61).India could draw in-

WORLD CUPINNC

NTHE 2026 FIFA
RTHAMERICA?

spiration from North Korea, which quali-
fied with arank of 105 in 2010.

M n matches against other Asian teams
since 2021, India has beaten Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Hong Kong,
Maldives, and Nepal (thrice), but it has
struggled against better competition, hav-
ing lost to Bahrain, Jordan, and UAE.

Why is this so?

Indian football’s problems begin at the
top. In August, FIFA suspended the AIFF
for “undue third-party influence” after
the Supreme Court relieved the former
AIFF president Praful Patel of his duties,
and appointed a Committee of
Administrators (CoA).

The suspension was lifted soon, but the
mess at AIFF is far from over. In September,
after losing the AIFF president’s election to
BJP member and former East Bengal goal-
keeper Kalyan Chaubey, former India cap-
tain Baichung Bhutia said, “I was shocked
because I personally did not expect that the
political interference (in AIFF elections)
would be of such a high level.”

In 2006, former FIFA president Sepp
Blatter referred to India as “the sleeping gi-
ant of football”. At that time, India ranked
between 117 and 157. It is in a somewhat
better place today, but is still not able to stay
in the top 100 for an extended period.

Indian football academies lack the in-
frastructure and coaching of European
standards, and India does not house estab-
lished European scouting networks that
identify and develop talent at a world-class
level. Some European clubs have an-
nounced India ventures, but their impact
is yet to be seen.

Football lacks cultural appeal exceptin
Kerala, West Bengal, the Northeast, and
Goa. Cricket remains king. For football to
flourish, this needs to change. But this
change itself can probably come only if a
successful national team captures the
country’s imagination.
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Cut coffee intake if you have very
high BP: new study indicates why

DRINKING TWO or more cups
of coffee aday may double the
risk of death from cardiovascu-
lar disease among people with
severe high blood pressure
(160/100 mm Hg or higher)
compared to non-coffee
drinkers, according to research
published in the Journal of the

PAPER

CLIP

related to cardiovascular dis-
ease at any blood pressure
measurement, even though
both drinks contain caffeine,
the study, conducted among
more than 18,600 men and
women in Japan, found.
According to the USFDA, an
8-ounce (about 240 ml) cup of

American Heart Association.
In contrast, one cup of cof-

NEW RESEARCH

green or black tea has 30-50
mg of caffeine, and an 8-ounce

fee and daily green tea con-
sumption did not increase the risk of death

cup of coffee has 80-100 mg.
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Changes to the Co-ops Act

The Bill, now referred to a Joint Committee of Parliament, proposes a number of amendments in the way
multi-state co-operative societies function. The Opposition has said that it infringes on powers of states

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

LOK SABHA on Tuesday referred the Multi-
State Co-operative Societies (Amendment)
Bill 2022 to a Joint Committee of Parliament.
The Bill was introduced on December 7,
when Opposition members argued that it
seeks to “take away” state governments’
rights, and demanded that it be sent to the
Standing Committee. The Bill is aimed at
overhauling the existing law, which was en-
acted 20 years ago.

Need to amend existing law

The Multi-State Co-operative Societies
(Amendment) Bill, 2022, piloted by Home
and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah, wasin-
troduced by his deputy, BL Verma, in Lok
Sabha. The existing law — the Multi-State Co-
operative Societies Act, 2002, was enacted
by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government.
Since then, many changes have taken place
in the field of cooperatives.

At that time, Cooperation was a depart-
ment under the Ministry of Agriculture.
However, on July 6, 2021, the government
carved out a separate Cooperation Ministry
and Shah became the first Cooperation
Minister of the country. Soon after taking
charge of the Ministry, he announced that a
new National Cooperative Policy would be
brought and the existing law amended.

The Statement of Objects and Reasons of
the Bill said, “The Multi-State Co-operative
Societies Act, 2002 (the Act) was enacted to
consolidate and amend the law relating to
co-operative societies, with objects not con-
fined to one State and serving the interests
of members in more than one State, to facil-
itate the voluntary formation and democratic
functioning of co-operatives as people’s insti-
tutions based on self-help and mutual aid
and to enable them to promote their eco-
nomic and social betterment and to provide
functional autonomy and for matters con-
nected therewith or incidental thereto.”

“Part [XB was inserted in the Constitution,
vide the Constitution (Ninety-seventh
Amendment) Act, 2011. In view of insertion

Amit Shah, the first Cooperation Minister, in Parliament Tuesday. P11

of the said Part, it has become imperative to
amend the Act. Further, developments over
the years also necessitated required changes
inthe Act so as to strengthen the co-operative
movement...,” it added.

New rules for merger

The Bill provides for the merger of “any
co-operative society” into an existing multi-
state co-operative society. “Any co-operative
society may, by a resolution passed by ma-
jority of not less than two-thirds of the mem-
bers present and voting at a general meeting
of such society, decide to merge into an exist-
ing multi-State co-operative society,” it said.
At present, only multi-state cooperative so-
cieties can amalgamate themselves and form
a new multi-state co-operative society.

Election authority

Also, the Bill seeks to establish a “Co-op-
erative Election Authority”, with a view to
bring “electoral reforms” in the co-operative
sector. As per the proposed amendment, the
authority shall consist of a Chairperson, a
Vice-Chairperson and members not exceed-
ing three to be appointed by the Centre.

Criteria for chairperson

As per the proposed amendments, a per-
son shall not be qualified for appointment as

Chairperson unless he has held the post of
Additional Secretary to the Government of
India or equivalent rank; Vice-Chairperson of
the Authority unless he has held the post of
Joint Secretary to the Gol or equivalent rank;
and Member unless he fulfils such qualifica-
tion and experience as may be prescribed.

Ninety Seventh Amendment

Through the 97th constitutional amend-
ment, Part IXB (The Co-Operative Societies)
was inserted in the Constitution. The right to
form cooperative societies was included as
Right to Freedom under article 19 (1), Part-3
of the Constitution. In addition to this, Article
43-B (Promotion of Cooperation societies)
was also inserted as one of the Directive
Principles of State Policy under Part 4 of the
Constitution of India.

Stricter punishments

Clause 37 of the Bill seeks to amend sec-
tion 104 of the Act to increase the amount of
penalty for certain offences.

“Where the board of directors or officers
of the multi-State co-operative society re-
ceive any unlawful gains while transacting
matters related to such society or utilise any
assets of the society for personal unlawful
gains, such directors or officers concerned
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a

term which shall not be less than one month
but which may extend to one year or with
fine which shall not be less than five thou-
sand rupees but may extend to one lakh ru-
pees or with both and the proceeds of such
unlawful gains shall be recovered from them
and deposited in such manner as may be pre-
scribed,” said the proposed sub section (6)
of the Section 104 of the principal Act.

Ombudsman’s powers

The government has proposed to insert
a new Chapter IXA relating to “redressal of
complaints”. Under this new chapter, the
government has proposed to appoint one or
more “Co-operative Ombudsman” with a
territorial jurisdiction for inquiring into the
complaints made by the members. For this,
anew section 85 will be added in the law.

The Co-operative Ombudsman shall, on
receipt of a complaint, complete the process
of inquiry and adjudicate within three
months. The Co-operative Ombudsman will
have powers of civil court in summoning and
examination.

Fund for revival

The Bill also seeks to insert a new sec-
tion 63A in the principal Act, relating to “es-
tablishment of the Co-operative
Rehabilitation, Reconstruction and
Development Fund” for revival of “sick
multi-State co-operative societies”. It also
proposes to insert a new section 70A relat-
ing to “concurrent audit” for multi-state co-
operative societies having an annual
turnover or deposit of more than the
amount as determined by the Centre.

State subject
Some of the Opposition’s objections to
the Centre’s Bill were based on the fact that
cooperative societies are a state subject.
The subject ‘cooperative societies'is men-
tioned in the entry 32 of the State List under
the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.
Besides, Entry 43 of the Central List also
makes clear that co-operative societies do
not come in the Centre’s domain.
LONGER VERSION
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NIT plot case at centre of Maharashtra row

ALOKDESHPANDE
NAGPUR, DECEMBER 21

OPPOSITION PARTIES in Maharashtra on
Tuesday demanded the resignation of Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde for “obstructing ju-
dicial process” by allowing the regularisation
of a plot that was under litigation. The
Opposition also said that the plot was regu-
larised for 2 crore, instead of the Rs 83 crore
charge it should have attracted.

The CM has denied any wrongdoing, say-
ing he was not aware of the Bombay High
Court orders regarding the plot when he
passed the order.

What is the case?

In 2020, an application came to Shinde,
who was then Urban Development Depart-
ment Minister, to regularise a layout of 16
plots spread over 4.5 acres, of the Nagpur

Could Rahul’s Bharat Jodo Yatra
lead to a new surge of Covid-197

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

in infections in China, South Korea, Japan,
France, and the United States.

Cases have been trending upward glob-
ally over the last six weeks, with an average

UNION Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Tuesday wrote to Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi and Ashok Gehlot
asking them to either follow all Covid-19
protocols during the Bharat Jodo Yatra or
suspend it “in national interest”.

The letter said: “Please ensure that...all
Covid-19 guidelines are strictly followed,
masks and sanitisers are used, and only
those vaccinated against Covid-19 partici-
pate. People must isolate themselves before
and after they join the Yatra.”

Congress leaders hit back, saying Rahul
and the Bharat Jodo Yatra were being sin-
gled out, while the BJP’s own yatras in
Rajasthan and Karnataka, and the Winter
Session of Parliament continued.

What is the Covid-19 situation in India?

The number of Covid-19 cases contin-
ues to remain low in India, with an average
of only 158 cases reported daily during the
week ended December 19.

The advice to states to send all positive
samples for genomic sequencing on
Tuesday and the Health Minister’s review
meeting on Wednesday came after a spike
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5.9 lakh new cases reported daily during the
week ended December 19.

India saw no significant increase in cases
September through November, the time
when the incidence of the recombinant
variant XBB that led to the spike in
Singapore, increased from 8% to 65.6%.

What is Covid appropriate behaviour?

On March 23, the Ministry of Home
Affairs advised all states to “appropriately”
discontinue, after March 31, guidelines that
were issued under the Disaster Manage-
ment Act, 2005 for the containment of
Covid-19. The order effectively signalled a
return to full normalcy from April 1.

The Health Ministry’s advisories on
measures such as masking up and main-
taining social distance continue, but are no
longer enforceable by law. The Ministry has
asked states to follow the five-fold strategy
of ‘Test-Track-Treat-Vaccinate-Ensure
Covid-19 appropriate behaviour’ to contain
the spread of the infection.

After a small spike in cases in August, the
Union Health Secretary had written to
states urging them to maintain adequate

testing with high levels of the more accu-
rate RT-PCR tests, and to send samples from
international travellers, sentinel sites, and
clusters for genome sequencing.

In his review meeting in October, the
Health Minister had urged people to get
their precaution (booster) doses, and offi-
cials to closely monitor ports of entry.

InJune, the Ministry had asked states to
ensure that participants in festivals and re-
ligious yatras were asymptomatic and vac-
cinated, and to have adequate testing facil-
ities at these events.

Could there be another wave of Covid?

Most experts believe that deadly waves
like the ones of August-October 2020 and
April-May 2021 (Delta) are now unlikely.
The Omicron wave of January 2022 driven
by the BA.1 and BA.2 sub-variants, along
with the high levels of vaccination in the
country, means people are largely well pro-
tected against Omicron variants.

The BE.7 variant that is thought to be
driving the surge in China was reported in
India in September and November, but did
not spread.

“The recent variant is likely to be similar
to other variants that were on the watch list
for other countries but resulted in small in-
creases in cases in India,” an official said.

Improvement Trust (NIT). This land was being
used for a slum redevelopment scheme.

In 2007, 34 such layouts had been regu-
larised under the Maharashtra Gunthewari
Act, and the applicant approached Shinde
asking to be charged as per the 2007 rate, un-
der the principles of justice. Shinde signed
the order to apply the 2007 charges on April
20, 2021, and the plots were regularised for
Rs 2 crore.

Meanwhile, in 2004, the CAG report had
pointed out irregularities in plot distribution
under the NIT, based on which a writ peti-
tion was filed before the Nagpur Bench of the
Bombay High Court. The HCin 2016 had ap-
pointed the Gilani Committee to look into
the NIT land-related matters, and appointed
Anand Parchure as amicus curiae.

On August 5, 2020, the NIT conveyed to
the state government to not take any deci-
sion to regularise the plots.

After reports on Shinde’s decision ap-

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra in Nuh, Wednesday. P11

peared in the media, Parchure on December
14,2022, apprised the court of this. Parchure
said if the news items were true, there was a
possibility of the state government having
interfered in the administration of justice, as
the issue was pending before the court. The
court ordered status quo if any order of reg-
ularisation had been passed.

Once the court’s order came, the issue
was picked up by political parties, and on
Tuesday, was raised in both the Legislative
Assembly and the Council.

What has Chief Minister Shinde said?

Shinde has said he did not violate the
court order, but instead acted in the spirit of
equal justice to all.

“When the applicant came to me in April
2020, he said he was first asked to pay as per
the Gunthewari Act and later as per the ready
reckoner. My order only stated that he be
charged as per the 2007 order. I did not recom-

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

THE CURRENT surge in Covid-19 infec-
tions in China is thought to be driven by
the BE.7 sub-variant of Omicron. This is-
n’t the first time that BE.7 has made news
— in October; it started to replace then
dominant variants in the United States
and several European countries.

Highly transmissible

When viruses mutate, they create lin-
eages and sub-lineages — as though the
SARS-CoV-2 tree is sprouting branches
and sub-branches. BE.7 is the same as
BA.5.2.1.7, which is a sub-lineage of the
BA.5 sub-lineage of the Omicron variant
of SARS-CoV-2. Omicron was first re-
ported to the World Health Organisation
by South Africa in November 2021, and
more than 500 sub-variants of Omicron
are currently in circulation.

A study published in Cell Host and
Microbe journal earlier this month reported
that the BE.7 sub-variant has a 4.4-fold
higher neutralisation resistance than the
original D614G variant — meaning that in
alab setting, antibodies from a vaccinated
orinfected individual were less likely to de-
stroy BE.7 than the original Wuhan virus
that spread worldwide in 2020.

But BE7 is not the most resilient sub-

THaIiS WORD MEANS

BF.7 SUB-VARIANT
Omicron sub-variant driving the surge in China

mend any reduction of charges,” Shinde said.

The chief minister claimed that he came
to know about the Gilani committee and its
directions only when the NIT informed his
office about the December 14 HC order.

“I was not made aware about the Gilani
committee either by the NIT or the applicant.
After coming to know about this, I passed an
order saying the observations of the Gilani
committee were brought to my attention af-
ter the December 14 court order. Considering
this, the 2021 directions have been can-
celled,” he said.

What has the Opposition said?

The Opposition has claimed thatit wasim-
possible that the CM was not aware about the
sub judice matter, and has alleged that the de-
cision was taken to benefit builders. Deman-
ding his resignation, the Opposition has alleged
that Shinde as Urban Development Minister
interfered in judicial processes.

variant — the same study reported a
more than 10-fold higher neutralisation
resistance in another Omicron sub-vari-
ant called BQ.1.

A higher neutralisation resistance
means there is a higher likelihood of the
variant spreading in a population and re-
placing other variants.

BE.7 accounted for more than 5% of US
cases and 7.26% of UK cases in October.
Scientists in the West were watching the
variant closely; however, there was no
dramaticincrease in the number of cases
or hospitalisations in these countries.

BF.7 sub-variant in India

The January 2022 wave in India was
driven by the BA.1 and BA.2 sub-variants
of Omicron. The sub-variants BA.4 and
BA.5 that followed were never as preva-
lent in India as they were in European
countries; thus, India saw very few cases
of BE.7 (which is an offshoot of BA.5).

As per data from India’s national SARS-
CoV-2 genome sequencing network, BA.5
lineages accounted for only 2.5% of cases
inNovember. Only two cases of BE.7 have
been detected so farin India— one eachin
Gujarat and Odisha. A recombinant vari-
ant called XBB is currently the most com-
mon variantin India, accounting for 65.6%
of all cases in November.
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i NORTHERN RAILWAY

st Mahetsav NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Mame of work and its location : 20-Elact-63-T-2022-23-E3
A} Found the clock emergency rescue and upkeep of escalators & lifts at NOLS
HMIM & DL Main railway Stalion,

B) Provision of WEB based real time monitoring sysiem for eacalators at DLIR Y,
HMNEM & NDLS stations,

Approx cost of the works ; Rs. 148 67 lacs

Address of the office : Sr. Divil Elecl. Engineen'General, Mew Delh,

Bid Security : Rs. 2,24, 300.00

Date & time of submission of tender : 16.01.2023 12,00 Hrs.
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TELANGANA FOODS
(Govt. of TS Enterprise) (An ISO 22000:2018 Certified Company)
Road No.14, IDA, Nacharam, Hyderabad 500076. Telangana, India.
mail: projects.tsfoods@gmail.com Website: http://tfoods.telangana.gov.in

TENDER NOTIFICATION
Telangana Foods invites E tenderforDiesforFeortification of Rice Kernels for Extruder
Plantin the premises of Telangana Foods.

BIDS SUBMISSION CLOSING DATE & TIME: 05.01.2023 AT 5.00 PM
Note: Full Tender Notification & Tender Schedule with Terms & Conditions,
Specifications, etc. can downloaded from Website: http://tender.eprocurement.gov.in
from22.12.2022 at 11.00 A.M onwards. Sd/-
RO No: 1076-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2022-23 General Manager

Opening of tender : 16.01.2023, 12.00 Hrs.
Website & notice board ; www.ireps.gov.in & Sr. Divl, Elect. EngineeniGeneral 33995022

Serving Customers with a Smile
NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
{Through E-Tendering)

Mame of Work with ifts

i Replacement of Analog Axle counterin loop
Location

line in 35B-JH| section of Delhi Division,

App. Cost of the work (7) 7 53,39,582"- anly

Earnest Money Deposit (T) | ¥ 1,086,800/ only

Address of the Office Senior Divisional Skgnal & Telacorm Enginear-
C, Morthern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM

Office, New Defhi-110055

Date & Time for upload the
tender/ closing of tender

Tender uploading 7 closing date & time -
11.01. 2023 up to 15.00 hrs.

Website particular & notice
board location where
complaete details of the
tender can be seen ele,

See the Morthern Railway website
www.ireps.gov.in & Mobce board al 5 & T
branch, 3rd Floor, DREM Office, State Entry

Road, Mew Delhi-110055.

7. Tonder No.; 558-Sig-16-M-TENDER-1385 | ™ ) 4%
Te— Dated: 21.12.2022 (- J 1

Azadiy, L L

e ABEE 3303722 oyt

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

WESTERN RAILWAY

v OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of tender through
E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)

The Zr. Divisicnal Enginear-1V, Morthern Railway, Defhi Division for and on behalf of
President of India invites E-Tender on prescribed form for the following work

1 | Hame of work with

f i 1. Constrection of Boundary wall, building for electric
its lecation

suby station and other arrangements for Hydrogen
Ptant at Jind. (MIT 87-8-I-22-23)

2. Replacement of arch brdge no, 2800DN, Z970DM,
A04DM (with RCC Box Bridge) on DLI-BTI section.
(NI BE-W-N-22-23)

Z | Approx. cost of work, | (1) A5 317,01 28043 (2) R 1479737928

3 | Earnst monay (1) As. 3,08.500.00 (2] Rs. 2,24,000.00

5 | Wabsite particulars, published e-tender,

4 | Date and Time of
submission of tendar
and opening of tender

Bidding Start date for work no. Up to 15:00 hes, on
03.01_ 2023 opening of e-Tender al 15:00 hrs. on
17.01.20:23

Above tender available on
IREFS =ite e

nofica location etc. complate details of - ;
wWww.ireps.gov.in

tender can be seen and web site where
the tender form can be downloaded

No, 128-Wi2e0Mender Motice/6TREEMW.-IVI22-23 Date: 20.12.2022 33972022

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

[ '-ﬁ'ﬂ' .I-. -. = ..r' U= - -. "r' -. ﬁ =

L) 3 : e
Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited
|aF e = TR . of India Undertaking], =0 s | Minsby of Dulance
Regd and Corp Office BHAVAMN, 81, Garden Re Ea - T00 024
Wb w n, (CIN: L35111WE1934 H
E-TENDER NOTICE FOR ONLINE BIDDING
(A) NIT NO: PUR/ASKIOT{PRESS)/CU-NI DK/LTA1T/
STOCK/RA-1917
SUB: Supply of CU-NI DK/BHD Fittings for Long Term Agreement
(B) NIT NO: PUR/ASKIOT(P)WGHD-BHD FTTNG/LTA13/
STOCK/RA-1918
SUB: Supply of GHD/BHD Fittings for Long Term Agreaments
Due Date: 21 days from date of publicaticn
1. Details will be availabla in e-procurement portal https:fleprocuregrse.co.in
and Websitez http://'www.grse.in & https://feprocure.gov.infcppp/
2. Any addendum/carrigendum to this tender enquiry will be published
in above websites only.

£y

gy

“In Pursuit of Excellence and Quality in Shipbuilding™

Visit us at: www.grse.in

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that this
man namely Jairam Das, S/o0
Radhakishan Das, R/o A 591/4, Shastri
Magar, Delhi, is missing since 27.11.2022
at about 01:30 PM from his house. In this
regard a case vide DD No. 67A, dated
04.12.2022 has been lodged at P.S. Sarai
Rohilla, Delhi. Sincere efforts have been
made by the local police to trace out the
missing man but no clue has come to light
sofar.

The description of the missing man is as
under:

Gender: Male, Age: 66 years, Height: 53", Complexion:
Sallow, Face: Round, Hair: White, Built: Thin, 1D Mark: Mentally
weak, Wearing: Black sweater, white pyjama, plastic sleepersin

Jairam Das

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that one
male was found dead in MV Hospital
Pooth Khurd Bawana, Delhi. In this regard
a DD No. 36-A, Dated 18.12.2022 has
been lodged at P.S. Bawana, Delhi. The
description of the dead body is given as
under;

Name: Unknown, Sfo: Unknown Rlo:

Unknown, Age: 30 years, Height: 5'6" Feet, Complexion:
Shallow, Face: Oval, Built: Thin, ID Mark: Right Hand "OM®
Tatoo mark, Wearing: Sky Blue Colour lining Shirts & Blue
Colour Pant.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
information about the dead male but no clue has come to light
so far. If any one is having any information about this dead
male please inform the undersigned. S.H.0

P.S. Bawana, Delhi.
Ph.: 011-27752534

DP4015/0N/2022

GOVERNEMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
;_ SOUTHERN (R&B) CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
-1014 Phone: 0680-2281582, e-mail: ccescbham@gmail.com
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) [e-Procurement]

Bid Identification No. CCE, S.C (R&B)-BAM-15/2022-23 No. 4891//Dated: 13.12.2022

1) The Chief Construction Engineer, Southern (R&B) Circle, Berhampurn
on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate bid in double
cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for construction
of Building / Road Works as detailed in the table below.

X5,

2) Nature of work : Building / Road works

)
feet 3) No. of work : 05 Nos.
NOTICE INVITING E-AUCTION FOR ADVERTISING CONTRACTS MUMBAI DIVISION . ; ; _ i .
If anyone has any information regarding this missing man, 4) Tender Cost : Rs.10,000/- (online)
Divizional Railway Manager, Commercial Department, NFR Section, Mumbai Central, Mumbai - 400 008 invites e-Auction for Advertisement kindly inform to the following: 5) Class of Contractor . "B Class, "A" Class & Special Class
hrough various. NFR:media.cver Mumbal Division - E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in 6) Availability of Bid document in the : From 27.12.2022 10.00 AM to 11.01.2023
Auction catalogue No. Auction Start (All Lots) ﬁh-i .ﬂ:fﬂ;g:ggfﬂﬁﬁ‘“ SHO website 4.00 PM
' MMCT-ADVT-22-42 15:00 hrs. 27.12.2022 s P.S. Saral Rohilla, Delnl | | _ . . oBid . 12.01.2023 at 11.30 AM
| DP/36TOINI2022 Ph. No.: 011-23691106 ) ate of Opening of Bi . .01.2023 at 11.30 A.M.
| 8¢ Close Date 8) The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can
L Lot Ne. Location [ Area Days | & time of be seen from the website https://tendersodisha.gov.in.
! = £, Ll “m TﬁMELHﬁﬂ'U HEWE-FH'"-“ AND FAFEHE “MITE{’ 7% 9) Any addendum / corrigendum/cancellation of tender can also be seen in
1. | ADVT-Int-51- |Display of Advertisement through Inside Panels, Routemaps, and Railway Civic Messages Stickers | 1826 | 27/12/22 ' H-ﬂﬁllhﬂl'-“-"ﬂ'f" 2’{"* 1-'11'&'?-1"-'-?'“_" ﬂ'ﬂ_-.'[ﬂmll Nadu, e the said website only
EMUs-269-22-1 |inside 60 nos. of EMUs (5nos. of 12 car AC EMU-1755.93 sq.mt., 51 nos. of 12 car non-AC EMU - 15:30 LR BRAAR & A0 IR LA LD | ' Sd- (D.C.Beherd)
1473.14 sq. mt. & 4 nos. of 15 car non-AC EML - 145,48 sq. mt.) over Mumbai Division of Western I ROTH-E INVITING TENDERS | Chief Construction Engineer
Railway for a period of 5 years. Tender No, Sateris Dencrpuon Hue ga Southern (R&B) Circle, Berhampur
- - - - 222313 Procurement of Caustic Soda Lye far 04,01 2023 ’
2. | ADVT-EFF- [Display of Advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 22945/22946| 1826 | 271222 005699 | Unit - | and Unit- I Gl OIPR-34103/11/0018/2223
21375-22-1 | Mumbai Central - Okha - Mumbai Central (MMCT-OKHA-MMCT) Saurashtra Mail & 19251/19252 15:40 222313 | e Ear A e N 1 05.01.2023
SOMNATH-OKHA-SOMNATH Express (04 rakes) pasany | TR S R SR e, nlt MADHYA PRADESH RURAL ROAD
3. | ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 12903/12904| ja25 | 27112022 E:ﬂ_ﬁ Procurement of White Clay 30.12.2022 DEVELO PMENT AUTHOR'TY
153654-22-1 |Mumbai Central - Amritsar - Mumbai Central (MMCT-ASR-MMCT) Golden Temple Mail 15:50 -
222333 | Procurement of Cement Grade Lime Stone - (An Agency of Panchayat & Rural Development
(04 rakes) Sa0d7s. | a5 Catos 06.01.2023 gency y P
4. | ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 12027/12928 | 1826 | 2712022 222313 | Procurement of PM#3 HW Refiner Segment Set | 1o o0 o0 5th Floor. Bl Eipgrtment’;o"t' OfBIt\ln.P.)l VLP.) 462 011
105912-22-1 | Mumbai Central - Ekta Nagar - Mumbai Central (MMCT-EKNR-MMCT) & 12%61/12962 Mumbai 16:00 005632 | (Stator & Rotor) R oor, Block-ll, Paryavas Bhawan, Bhopal (M.P.)
Central - Indore - Mumbai Central (MMCT-INDE-MMCT) Avantika Express (04 rakes) 222323 | Supply and Erection of 2 No's of 20m’ MSRL 06.01.2023 NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO. 1046
- y . . v . : 003557 Bulk Acid Storage tanks for WTF at TMPL Unit - |1 e
5 ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 22943/22944| 1826 | 27/12/22 B : ; (PMGSY-'"-BR'DG E)
09466-22-2 |Valsad - Kanpur Central - Valsad (EL-CNB-BL) Udyogkarmi Express & 19051/19052 Valsad - 1610 2223133':]03:1?2 5 m;; - purchase.rawmatl@tnpl.co.in
2 - purchase. lsfmi@inpl.co.in
Muzaffarpur - Valsad (BL-MFP-BL) (01 rake) E-Mail | 535313005632 - purchase.imp@tnpl.co.in (PMGSY-IIl, Batch-lll, Year 2021-22)
: : : : . . No./17840/22/D-12/MPRRDA/2022 Bhopal, Dated : 21.12.2022
6.| ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 19045/19046 | 1826 | 271222 _ BALREANINET. ~ BGUEIOELCN _ o e
132126-22-1 |Suratgarh - Chhapra - Suratgarh (ST-CPR-ST) Tapti Ganga Express & 22947/22948 Suratgarh - 16:20 secrinendum any wikba tsuacis THEL Waksisand NIC. Roftl oy Demtlert] | T . S 9 y
Terms & condilions, Tender fee, EMD, elc., are avallable in lender liability & maintenance are invited on the E-Procurement System
Bhagalpur - Suratgarh [ST-BGP-5T) (04 rakes) document al our websites: www.inpl.com | www.tenders.tn.gov.in [ . . . )
e _ S . . littus Moisndece:vininlcaseiane portal https://www.pmgsytenders.gov.in. as detailed below:-
i .ggD4%;1;—EEZF1- Dl&JpI-.;}'hﬂI' ad Uirr:TEFI;E.;LGHLEHS_LE:‘;EEEQF,;;EZE? .:;hi:rnrg hﬂvmy;wrlapp;ug: l.:|r::| TrEaLl_anGﬁ:gEEﬁﬁvms:d 1826 Ei“'l.g .'3:_;-'52 e Name of Work — Construction of Bridges under PMGSY
: SoIOMEUrte Valsad (B8 L-aL) aksatl 1o Purk $o Valead 1BL-EURLBL} (U1 @ke) including maintenance for Five year after construction.
8. | ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 12911/12912| 1826 | 2712022
131874-22-1 |Valsad - Haridwar - Valsad BL-HW-BL, 20925/20930 Udhna to Banaras to Udhna (UDN-BSBS- 16.40 S. Name of No. of No. of Total PAC
UDN) & 20933/20034 Udhna - Danapur - Udhna (UDN-DNR-UDN) Danapur Express (01 raks) GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA No. District Packages  Bridge (In Rs.)
9. | ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 12955/12956 | 1826 | 27M12/22 5 ’ 1. Balaghat 1 1 18635000.00
132401-22-1 - - =JP- 16:50 - :
| Mumbai Central - Jaipur - Mumbai Central (MMCT-JP-MMCT) (02 rakes) e”’-PROCUREMENT NOTICE 5 CRhindwara 5 7 5305700000
10, [ADVT-EBW-51- | Display of advertisernent through Vinyl wrapping on the exterior side wall surface of 35 nos. of EMUs | 1826 | 27M12/22
. i 3. Dewas 3 10 64952000.00
EMUExteri-22-1 | over Mumbai Division, Western Raillway for a period of 5 year. 17:00 WORKS DEPARTMENT
E-mail: ceroads.bbsr@gmail.com{ | 4. Indore 1 1 6785000.00
Auction catalogue No. Auction Start (All Lots) Bid Identification No. CE-DPI & R-35/2022-23 5. Ratlam 1 1 7287000.00
MMCT-PnU-22-8 15:00 hrs 27.12.2022 1. The Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha on behalf of Governo 6. Satna 2 2 27279000.00
| sr. Close Date of Odisha invites percentage rate bids in double cover system in 7 Seoni 1 1 8937000.00
Let Mo, Location | A 1) . . .
| No cation T Are o :' _::;:i::l ONLINE MODE form eligible contractors for Road work as men- —— - —
1.| PnU-BCT- | E-auction for work of up-gradation, maintenance and manning of AC waiting rooms with modern| 1827 | 2712722 tioned below: 1. Ava'la_b'"ty of Bid D(_)cumer'ts and m_Ode of submission:
BDTS-WRL- | facilities, amenities like multipurpose stalls and Tourist Kiosk at Bandra Terminus Station 15:30 2. Nature of work : Road work The t_)'d dogu ment Is available online an_d Shou'_d be
_ 46-22-1 3. No. of work : 4 Nos. submitted online in www.pmgsytenders.gov.in. The bidder
| 2. PnU-BCT- |E-auction for work of up-gradation, maintenance and manning of AC waiting rooms with modern | 1827 | 27-12-22 4. Tender Paper cost : Rs.10,000.00 would be requwgd .to register in the web-_S|te W_h'Ch IS _free of
VAPI-WRL- | facilities, amenities like multipurpose stalls and Tourist Kiosk at Vapi Station, 15:40 5. Class of Contractor : “A’ Class/Special Class/Super Class cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to
48-22-1 6. Available of bid document : From 10.00 A.M. of 23.12.2022 have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of
E— . PR T P in the website to 5.30 PM of 12.01.2023 the authorized Certifying Authorities.
Auction catalogue No. Auction Start (All Lots) 7. Date of opening of Bid : Dt.13.01.2023 at 11.30 AM 2. Bid document may be purchased online from 23.12.2022
MMCT-ADVT-22-43 15:00 hrs 28.12.2022 8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Furthey (17:30 hrs.) and last date for online bid submission is
Sr Close Date details can be seen from the website: https://tenderodisha.gov.in 10.01.2023 (17:00 hrs.)
: Lot No. Location / Area Days & time of : . . . . . .
No : Any addendum/ corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also bg 3. Other Critical dates and details can be viewed in the detailed
1.| ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 22903/22004 | 1826 | 28/12/22 seen in the said website. N.I.T. and SBD for PMGSY Works (June-2020) on the
89802-22-1 |Bandra Terminus - Bhuj - Bandra Terminus (BDTS-BHUJ-BDTS) Bhu] AC S F 15:30 Sd/- above-mentioned portal and concerned PIU.
Express (01 rake) Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER
2 | apvT.err. |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 22921/22922 | 4808 | 28/12/22 OIPR-34111/11/0070/2223 M.P. Madhyam/107789/2022 (TENDER)
156R02-29.1 |Bandra Terminus - Gorakhpur - Bandra Terminus (BOTS-GKP-BODTS) Antyodaya (01 rake) 15-40
5 ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 2291522016 | 4825 | 28112022 HU‘RTH HEMH RMLHA.T
141344271 |Bandra Terminus - Hisar - Bandra Terminus (BDTS-HSR-BOTS) & 22975/22976 Bandra Terminus 1550 . Plgu=ch oh. 2 Dy CMM-A] CGHHIGEF‘DUTJ behalf of
) d d i i 3 ! (Z-Tafaer GamT . k¢ |9 0%3-33) ¥ -Ajmer, acting far and on bahalf of
I-?amnagar Baa-wlra Terminus [BDT.E- RMR-BDTS) F-':amr!agar Elpﬂ.}ES (01 rahfe] st . prrlerard T 3R, TR/ e B 23.92.30%3 the Presidentof Incia imyites E-Tender _
4. | ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 20941/20942 | 1826 | 2812122 HTES A : WER, Foar TTE 49 AT WOTEEnT U ST Tﬂﬁ?‘g'_lﬁr‘;;zr'gw*:9-1‘12%;5533 t-lml;ﬂsl Lidtlﬂ
¥ . * ’ * W [ d s rs. ue [+]
132404-22-1 Eand.ra TEMH.“H - Ghazipur City - E.'imdra Terminus (B DL‘S_GCT_EDTS:I' 22931/22932 E?ndra 16:00 I g st T 'ﬁmﬁﬁ qrana 1} administrative reasons this tender will
Ter!nlnus = Jaisalmer - Bandra Terminus [ElD'F.S-._I sM-BOTS) & 22035/22938 Bandra Terminus - TR wtaeTed TeT ETT SRm A 29.8%.303% | ST e TeeTn oifad T 23.8%.2033 - be opened from .dme 16/01/2023 to date
Palitana - Bandra Terminus (BEDTS-PIT-BDTS) (02 rakes) (3¢.00) TR (3¢.00) TEITAT nE:‘LEﬂ:ﬁlat 1-1-.3;.1 Hm.,latl Mher:tm“:
: . > : . ; | ) . : . and conditions will remaing unchange
5. ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no, 20921/20922 | 1826 | 2&8/12/22 . THfeer Sorevarn feaer :3.2R.203R USH 24,00 . fafaer Ierevamn feAie 38.23.30%R TS 24.00 . Bickdars will be able o submil their :}rrg?nal
131587-22-1 |Bandra Terminus - Lucknow - Bandra Terminus (BOTS-LJN-BOTS) & 2281722918 Bandra Terminus 16-10 | (CERREIEIED) | (I SATITH) | I ravisad bids up to closing date and time
- Haridwar - Bandra Terminus (EDTS-HW-BDTS) Haridwar Express (01 raka) (TR Ffasgaamey sreren ffacd w1el 9ed 21d TAedd Qelidl HehatIealar shealauard Jel. ) ' ::I'I"E!f 1';‘?’3:{3';5;%;;3 ;ﬂ;"m :|gaﬂlil;::
6. | ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 22901/22602 | 1826 | 28.12.22 2 Egp; ; EZE:&zS:rCS’mOV " recaived shall be ignored. 1. n.;g.gnpﬂnn
141411-22-1 |Bandra Terminus - Udaipur City - Bandra Terminus (BDTS-UDZ-BDTS) (01 rake) 16:20 'Enés P /g £ . 5 | ::j :ﬁﬁ?ﬂm :Eﬁ -EE“:*,F::L:EE
et AT/ —ftaey R0 -
7 | apvT.epp. |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 22865/22866 | 400 | 2g/99/99 W S T EFW; R N . WITH SIDE ENTRY AS PER RDSO DRG.
40426-22-1 Bandra Terminus - Bhagat Ki Kothi - Bandra Terminus (BEDTS-BGKT-BOTS) & 22971/22972 Bandra 16:-30 B ' L S S NO.RDSQICG/ DRG/ 21043 (SHEET 1 &
Terminus - Patna - Bandra Terminus (BDTS-PNBE-BDTS) (01 rake) ' frrp ’ St 23/l T ( 2}, ALONG WITH HINGE-2 ITEM NO. 17
: : : : . : , : STYRORR-RY/ OF DRG. NO. RDSO/CGIDRGI21042,
8 | apvT-epe- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no, 1902719028 | 4q05 | 28712/99 QTY. & NOS./ SET. NOTE: HINGE ITEM|
go430.77.1 |Bandra Terminus - Jammu Tawi - Bandra Terminus (BOTS-JAT-BDTS) Vivek Express & 22049/22950 16-40 NO. 8 OF DRG. NO. RDSOQICGIDRG
Bandra Terminus - Delhi - Bandra Terminus (BDTS-DEE-BOTS) (01 rake) -'EE;?:SIT‘II‘SH EIIEE EEE:LEELEEHLﬁﬁ
9. | ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 1282512926 | 1826 | 28/12/22 HOMEARE';’:‘TS“I"_'FF':Z (Icl‘zgr_ﬁ “%ETEQEF?SORT) . e faram (Wa“@ﬁgﬁ) DOORS. E_Eua;ntitgr 130 Set 3. Revised
153231-22-1 |Mumbai Central - Amritsar - Mumbai Central (MMCT-ASR-MMCT) Paschim Express (04 rakes) 16:50 Indian Mercantile Chambers, 3rd Floor, (s HENTY ARerEH date and time for submission of tender :
- - - - - : o= 14 Ramjibhai Kamani Marg, ’-‘#} e Fehete e, 3 A, % A A A, Submission of E-tender up to 06/01/2023
10.| ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisamant on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 22933/22934 | 1826 | 2812022 Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400 001. . FoTE TE, Ij'aév—Xoooo.z‘ at 14:30 ,_'|r3 4 wehmpe Pam-ﬂ._,.a:.
132405-22-1 |Bandra Terminus - Jaipur - Bandra Terminus (BDTS-JP-BDTS), 2298%/22990 Bandra Terminus 17.00 Tel. : 022:22058375, Fax : 022-22614331 _ T  evn v, wwm s a1 Rewwisesagidn '
- Mahuva - Bandra Terminus (BDTS-MHV-BDTS) & 22993/22994 Bandra Terminus - Mahuva - Web site : https://mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in E-mail : ceommb@gmail.com J085-ENS SMMICSDIAjmer
Bandra Terminus (BDTS-MHV-BDTS) (01 rake) No. : Dated:
11.] ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no, 19037/19038 | 1826 | 2/12/22 Invitation for EOI for recruitment of Project Management, Design & S. E. RAILWAY — TENDER
130877-22-1 i Z = i - a 17:10 . s i '
B Bi_andra Tﬂn'rllnus_a- Barauni Bandra. Terminus (BDTS EJ.U BDTS) (.Dﬁ rakes) | Superv1810n support Consultant (PMDSC) Tender Motice No. : & Tendnr.rzu;zfsd.
12.| ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 22027/22928 | 1826 | 28/12/22 ) ) Far and on behalf of President of India, the
Bandra Termi Ahimadabad - Bandra Termi BOTS-ADI-BDTS) Lok Shakti E 8 1. DEPARTMENT of Ports, Government of Maharashtra, through Government of India, has applied for a Divisional Ralway Manager (Engg. ), South
20390-22-1 e St i e e el Pt o Ll l: 1 | Lo - 17:20 financing from the Asian Development Bank in the form of a Loan towards the cost of Maharashtra Eastern Raway. Kha 721304 invites
19031/19032 Ahmedabad - Yog N Rishikesh - Ahmedabad (ADI-YNRK-ADI) Yoga E - : i - , act obiocti o e R 4
' manana g Hagar kisiesng medabad | | Yoga Express Sustainable Climate Resilient Coastal Protection and Management Investment Project. The project objectives a-Tender for the fallowing work bafore 15:00
{04 rakes) are to address the immediate coastal protection needs and coastal instability using environmentally and hrs. on the date mentioned against item
13.| ADVT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 20955/20056 | 1826 | 28/12/22 socially appropriate solutions for sustainable management, development and use of the coastal environment, and will be opened at 15:30 hrs, 81, Ne. 1,
155795-22-1 |Surat - Mahuva - Surat (ST-MHV-ST) (02 rake 17-30 in addition to enhancing institutional capacities for effective shoreline management and development. Tender No. E-KGP-WEST-23-2022.
rat - Mahuva - Surat (ST- -5T) {02 rakes) 2. The Project will include (i) sustainable shore protection measures implemented and (ii) Capacity for Description ef work : Improvement &
14| apDvT-EFF- |Display of advertisement on full exterior surface through vinyl wrapping on Train no. 1290712908 | 4826 | 28/12/22 sustainable and integrated shoreline protection enhanced. The project will mainly support reduction in widening of cess for runhing line under the
135847-292.1 |Bandra Terminus - Hazrat Nizamuddin - Bandra Terminus (BOTS-NZM-BDTS) Maharashira Sampark 17-40 coastline erosion and instability through implementation of 3 to 4 identified sub-projects at three coastal jurisdiction of DEM/West/KGF. Tender
Kranti Express (01 rake) locations of the state. Value : 7 406,855,000 26, Earmnest Money:
3. Maharashtra Maritime Board (MMB) will be the implementing agency for the loan project. MMB will be % 3,53,400. Bidding Start Date : from
- . - assisted by the Project Management, Design & Supervision support Consultant (PMDSC) in project 99 12 2022 and up to 15-00 hrs. on
Auction catalogue No. ! Auction Start (All Lots) management, design of subprojects, providing required technical and construction supervision support in 05.01.2023. SI. No. 2. Tender Notice No.:
MMCT-ADVTM-22-1 | 15:00 hrs 03.01.2023 implementation of identified subprojects with 29 International key person months and 166 National key a-Tender/2022/55: 'Il'andnr No. E-KGP-
: person-months input. WEST-24-2022 I]Iem:rlptinn of work :
t Cl Dat i ; . . v :
Sr. Lot Ma: L ion | Area Days &ﬂt?;e 1; fﬁ 4. MMB, intends to app_ly a portion of the procgeds of this Loan to eligible payments under the consultancy Transportation of PWay malerials from any
No Auct] services for which this Expression of Interest is issued. iadlon i e ian Ralinr N sl
gction 5. Chief Executive Officer, MMB now invites Expression of Interest (EOI) for the consultancy service named Disbakat Kharstpis ¥en der Valus = 7
1.| MSS-BCT- |Provision of packing services for two wheelers and parcelluggage packages by setting up of Facilitation | 1096 | 03-01-23 above from the reputed consulting firms from ADB member countries having prior experience in providing 58 84 15782, Earmest Money: 2 177 200
MMCT- Counter at Parcel Office of Mumbai Central Station 1530 similar services. Shortlisted consultant will be issued Request for Proposal (RFP) document for seeking BiJ:Iiﬁ E';lart P froer o5 'IIE 2092 and
TWnOPS-5-22-1 technical and financial proposals. Consultant will finally be selected using Quality Cost Based Selection el 1951}3 b nn‘ 1% 01.2023. Tender
TR utvoberloan s E———— | [ (OCBS 80:20) method using Full Technical Proposal. I:::n: et Eoet PO St st Diake o
2. MSS-BCT- | Provision of packing services for two wheelers and parcelluggage packages by seiting up of Facilitation | 1096 | 03-01-23 6. The executing agency will apply (i) Technical competence (ii) Geographical competence and (iii) Management sl '2:,]23 L N e
BOTS- Counter at Parcel Office of Bandra Terminus Station 15:40 competence criteria in evaluating eligible EOls for short listing, ; EF"E ; zg e i,
TWnOPS-6-22-1 7. Interested consultants should visit ADB's website for Consultant Management System-Consulting Services Batiod 12' e mEAEE P 4
ol Pt Aol — : _ _ Recruitment Notice (CMS-CSRN) (http:/cms.adb.org) for the terms of reference, criteria and specific requirements, i s r ': ;:" An)manme for E':'t ek
3.| MSS-BCT- | Provision of packing services for two wheelers and parcelluggage packages by selting up of Faciltation| 1096 | 03-01-23 and submit Expression of Interest (EOI) at adb.org following the instructions in the CMS-CSRN website. mamslm Rl E'-E'IFE Ta!" men s EI'tE:
57- Counter at Parcel Office of Surat Station 15:50 Sd/- RO LRI TR e e
Chief ive Offi descriplionsispecilications of the lendes
TWnOPS-7-22-1| . ie Executlve icer, 4 and submit their bids online. In no case
X ) Ta . . Maharashtra M‘a'ritin'le Boar ; manual ftenders for these works will be
Note : Proapective bldders are requested to visit e-Suwsction leasing module on IREPS website (www_lreps.gov.in). The lost wise detalls are avallable there in wnder the Indian Mercantile Chambers, 2nd floor, Ramjibhai Kamani Marg, Ballard Estate-400 001 : ; _ : : :
VIV ST g 0673 Email ID: ccommb@gmail.com / ddcmmb@gmail.com; Phone No. 022-22658375 CORNARC P T OERAC I SRR

regularly wvisit “www.ireps.gov.in” to
[PR-929}|

DGIPR/2022:23/4891 |\ Cive in all tenders
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SOCIAL MEDIA

Musk says will step
down as CEO: What
it means for Twitter

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

ELON MUSKwill stepdownas
the chief executive of Twitter
while continuing to be in
charge of the social media
company’s software and server
teams. Inresponse toa Twitter
poll he created that voted in
favour of him leaving his posi-
tion as head of Twitter, Musk
said he will resign as CEO as
soon as he finds “someone
foolish enough to take the job”.

The poll received more
than 17 million votes, with a
decisive majority, close to 58
per cent, of the accounts vot-
ing that Musk should step
downas the head of Twitter.In
what has become a defining
feature of his reign over
Twitter, Musk has previously
adhered to decisions made in
suchinformal referendums, in-
cluding reinstating former US
President Donald Trump’s ac-
count.

What this could mean for
Twitter

While Musk had
earlier said that he
will abide by the re-
sults of the Twitter
poll,itis unlikely that
muchwould change
evenif Muskwere to
actually keep his word and step
down as CEO. He has made it
clear that he will still be in
charge of Twitter’s software
and server teams, and given
that the microblogging plat-
form largely consists of those
two teams after the mass lay-
offs at the company, Musk
could still retain direct control
over Twitter.

In his other companies
such as Tesla and SpaceX,
Musk maintains a high degree
of control over the product,and
giventhatatthe end of the day
he also owns Twitter, his latest
move may not necessarily put
an end to the ebbs and flows
that the social networking site
has gone through since he took
control of itin October. Ina sep-
arate tweet, Musk said, “Noone
wants the jobwho canactually
keep Twitter alive. There is no
successor”.

EXPLAINED

Elon Musk

APfile

However, it is worth noting
that the results of the poll gave
a boost to the stock price of
Tesla which has fallen more
than $100 since November 1,
as investors believed that
Musk would start spending
more time at the electric car
company.

MusK’s reliance on
unscientific Twitter polls

In a short time of his reign
over Twitter, Musk has takena
number of key policy decisions
on the basis of results of polls
that he himself creates. He has
also indicated that this could
be anorm for the company go-
ing forward, despite
acknowledging mul-
tiple times that bots
and fake accounts
@ | Were influencing the
results of such polls.

In response to a
tweet which speculated that
bots may have influenced the
results of the poll on Musk’s
leadership of Twitter, he
tweeted “interesting”. Hours
before launching that poll,
Musk was publicly criticised
for a controversial new policy
that had banned links to cer-
tain other social media plat-
forms such as Facebook,
Mastodon and link aggregator
Linktree. The policy was
deleted within 24 hours after
itsintroduction and Musk said
that “going forward,” he would
poll Twitter’s users to let them
decide on policy changes. Last
month, Twitter had reinstated
Donald Trump’s account on
the basis of a poll run by Musk,
where users on the social me-
dia platform voted — by aslim
majority — to lift a ban on the
former US president placed
more than ayear ago.

BRIEFLY

Reliance Capital

New Delhi: Torrent Group
emerged as the highest bid-
der for Reliance Capital. It
submitted a bid of Rs 8,640
crore foracquiring the NBFC
firm, sources said.

BYJU’'S denies

New Delhi: BYJU'S has de-
nied charges that it pur-
chased students’ databases.
The statement comes
against the backdrop of
summons issued to the
company by National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights. PTI

MONETARY POLICY ACTION

MPC minutes: Premature pauseto

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 21

IN A scenario where inflation con-
tinues to remain elevated, a “pre-
mature pause” in monetary pol-
icy action would be a “costly
policy error”, Reserve Bank of
India Governor Shaktikanta Das
said while voting for a 35 basis
points hike in the repo rate in the
December policy,according to the
minutes of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) meeting re-
leased on Friday.

RBIDeputy Governor Michael
Patra, who backed the 35 bps in-
crease, expects inflation to remain
above target over the next 12
months. The rate setting panel
needs to see a decisive decline in
inflation over a series of monthly
readings before it shifts stance,
Patra said. In a 5:1 majority, the
six-member MPC hiked the repo
rate by 35 basis points (bps) to
6.25 per cent in the meeting held
between December 5 to 7. The

MPCalsodecidedbya majonty of
4 out of 6 members to remain fo-
cused on withdrawal of accom-
modation.

Das said while the worst of in-
flation is behind us, it remains
above the upper tolerance level.
Hence, there is no room for com-
placency and the battle againstin-
flation is not over. This necessi-
tates a constant vigil on prices.

“I am, therefore, of the view
that a premature pause in mone-
tary policy action would be a
costly policy error at this juncture.
Given the uncertain outlook, it
may engender a situation where
we may find ourselves striving to
do a catch-up through stronger
policy actions in the subsequent
meetings to ward-off accentuated
inflationary pressures,” the
Governor said. He said anincrease
of 35 bps in the repo rate — a de-
parture from 50 bps on three pre-
vious occasions — itself conveys
the signal of an improvement in
the inflation outlook.

“Any change in stance at this

B

Shaktikanta Das, Governor,
Reserve bank of India P1Ifile

stage could be interpreted as
weakening of our resolve to fight
the inflation menace and willim-
pede monetary policy transmis-
sion,” RBI's Executive Director
Rajiv Ranjan said.

Patrasaid the effects of mone-
tary policy actions taken so far,
supported by improvements in
supply responses, could break the

‘Auto component sector
grows 34.8% in H1FY23’

India’s auto components industry witnessed a 34.8% growth
to Rs 2.65 lakh crore in first-half of 2022-23, the Automotive
Component Manufacturers Association of India said

Midie g He

0/ of revenue to the supply to
0 the 0EMs ($28.60bil

rom passenger vehicles

There has been ademand shift
towards SUVs, and the value
proposition has also been
enhanced, ACMA said

Two-wheeler industry was under
pressure, as it accounted for about
18% of the revenue against 21%in
the first half of the last fiscal

8 60 / growthin exports of
= 0 components to
$10.1billion during the period,

whileimports climbed 17.2% to
$10.1 billion

Source: ACMA/PTI

New pension scheme with
assured returns by May-June

PRASANTA SAHU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

THE PENSION Fund Regulatory
and Development Authority
will roll out the world’s first
minimum assured return
scheme (MARS) by May-June
next year under the National
Pension System (NPS), guaran-
teeing 4-5 per cent annual re-

Derivatives trade: Sebi
extends suspension in
seven agri commodities

New Delhi: The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
has extended the suspension on
derivatives trading of seven
commodities for one more year
till December 20, 2023. The ban
was on paddy (non-basmati),
wheat, chana, mustard seeds,
soyabean, crude palm oil and
moong.

Derivatives on several com-
modities have been banned/sus-
pended as many as 19 times in
the last two decades, with some
facing multiple suspensions. The

latest was the year-long futures
trading ban on 7 agri-commodi-
ties on December 20, 2021.

A September report by
NCDEX said the suspension of
futures contracts in the past have
not resulted in the desired im-
pact of controlling the prices. At
best, there have been minor cor-
rections in the short term. The
extension will hit the NCDEX as
these commodities contributed
nearly 54 per cent of the total de-
posits between April 2021 and
July 2021. FE

TAMIL NADU

Phone:

MEDICAL SERVIGES CORPORATION LTD, =8

{A Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking)

No 417, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai-000 008,

28101800 / 28190250; Fax: 044 -28190636 E-Mail: eguipment_trnmscitn.godin
INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR LOCAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

(1) The Government of Tamil Madu has received & Loan (Loan Mo, ID-P251) ) from the Japanese
Infernational Cooparation Agency (JICA) towards the cost of Tamil Madu Urban Healthcare Project and it is
Intended that part of the proceeds will be applied to ellgible payments under the contracts for whick this
Invitation for Bids ks issuad.
(2) The General Manages ([Equipment), THMSG Lid. now invites anline bids from efigibde bidders for supply
o the followinig qoads:

turns on the pension corpus for
ten years, its Chairman
Supratim Bandyopadhyay said.

The minimum annual contri-
bution for MARS would be Rs
5,000 per annum and the upper
age for subscribers would be be-
low 50 years, keeping in mind
the retirement age of 60, he said.

Currently, the schemes under
NPS do not guarantee any kind
of returns or benefits as they are

market-determined. Of course,
the government-backed Atal
Pension Yojana guarantees a
minimum monthly pension of
Rs 1,000-5,000 to the sub-
scribers based on their contribu-
tions. The guaranteed returns
from MARS would be nearly half
of the actual returns under the
market-linked NPS schemes and
itwould also come with a higher
fund management fee. FE
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7 per cent plus drift in average
headline inflation and at best con-
tain it in the range of 5-6 per cent
over the year ahead.

“Thus, inflation can be ex-
pected to remain above target
over the next 12 months,” he said.
The consumer price-based infla-
tion, or retail inflation, eased be-
low 6 per centin November — for
the first time since January this
year. It dropped to 5.88 per cent
from 6.77 per cent in October.
“Should the incoming informa-
tionindicate that the recent small
easing of inflation is transient
rather than the onset of a durable
downturn, the MPC should be
prepared to respond appropri-
ately in order to achieve the de-
sired inflation objective,” Patra
said. One of the members of the
Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) Jayant
Varma voted against the 35 basis
points hike in repo rate.

“I believe that the 35 basis
point rate hike approved by the
majority of the MPC is not war-

SENSEX: 61,067.24 ¥ 635.05 (1.03%) NIFTY:18,199.10 ¥ 186.20 (1.01%) NIKKEI: 26,387.72 ¥ 180.31 HANG SENG:19,16049 A 65.69 FISE:744139 A 70.77 DAX:14,003.78 A 11912

beacostly pollcy error, says Das

ranted in this context of reduced
inflationary pressures and height-
ened growth concerns.I therefore
vote against this resolution,”
Varma said. Varma also voted
against the MPC stance on ‘with-

drawal of accommodation’.
MPC'’s independent member
Ashima Goyal said inflation still ex-
ceeded the tolerance band for the
10th consecutive month and voted
to raise the repo rate by 35 bps. “I
would have preferred a smaller
rise of 25 bps, but 6.25 per cent
works well as a focal rate,” Goyal
said. Supporting the 35 bps rate
hike, MPC member Shashanka
Bhide said keeping in view the
need to achieve moderationinthe
inflationary pressures in a sus-
tained manner, continuing with
the policy tightening measures is
necessary at this stage. Ranjan said
after front loaded rate hikes since
May 2022, there is a strong case
now to take the foot off the accel-
erator while keeping a vigil on the
inflation trajectory.  Full report
on www.indianexpress.com

Internationalmarket datatill 19001ST

Markets

fall 1% on
rising global
Covid scare

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 21

DOMESTIC STOCK markets on
Wednesday fell by 1 per cent as
selling pressure intensified over
rising Covid scare in China and
some countries. The benchmark
Sensex declined by 635 points to
61,067.24 and the NSE Nifty Index
declined by 186 points to
18,199.10.

Barring healthcare and IT
segments, all other sectoral in-
dices ended in the red as bench-
mark indices lost over a percent-
age in afternoon trade despite
openingin the green even as de-
veloped markets continued to
trade in the green.

S Ranganathan, head of re-
search at LKP Securities, said,
“benchmark Indices dropped yet
againon the back of Covid scarein
China and elsewhere, but today’s
fall was more noticeable to partic-
ipants since the red colour on the
screen engulfed all over, barring
pathology labs, hospitals and se-
lect pharma counters involved in
covid related drugs.”

Next crisis will come from
private cryptos: RBI Guv

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 21

RESERVE BANK of India Governor
Shaktikanta Das Wednesday
warned that private cryptocur-
rencies, if allowed to grow, would
lead to the ‘next financial crisis’
and reiterated his stance to pro-
hibit them.

Das said the cryptocurrencies
have certain huge inherent risks
which could pose threat to the
country’s macroeconomic and fi-
nancial stability. “Our view is that
it (private cryptocurrencies)
should be prohibited because if it
isallowed to grow, thatis, if you try
to regulate it and allow it to grow
... please mark my words the next
financial crisis will come from pri-
vate cryptocurrencies,” he said
while speaking at BFSI Insight
Summit organised by Business
Standard.

“After all the developments
over thelastoneyear, including the
latest episode on the built around
FTX, I don’t think we need to say
anything more about our stance

Was Messi also
a History PG?

Mumbai: In response to a
compliment about him
being the ‘Lionel Messi’ on
the central bank turf, the
Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das good-na-
turedly responded with a
question, “Is Messi also a
post graduate in history?”
He was referring to com-
ments made in the past
about the relevance of his
background to his current
role. “l am sometimes re-
minded by people that
am supposed to havedone
history,” he said. ENS

(oncrypto),” he said. Private cryp-
tocurrencies owe their origin to
bypassing and to breaking the sys-
tem, Das said, adding that these

currencies do not believe in the
central bank currency and also in
the regulated financial world.
The Governor said thataccord-
ing to some estimates, the total
value of cryptocurrencies has cur-
rently shrunk to $140 billion from
$180 billion or $188 billion. “The
change in value in any so-called
productis the function of the mar-
ket. But unlike any other asset or
product, our main concern about
crypto is that it doesn’t have any
underlying, whatsoever. I think the
term cryptocurrency or private
cryptocurrency is a fashionable
way of describing what is other-
wisea 100 per cent speculative ac-
tivity,” Das noted. Speaking on the
economy, the Governor said de-
spite the slowdown in global
growth, the underlying economic
activity in India continues to re-
main strong. He said most of the
70 fast moving indicators of the
economy, which the RBImonitors,
areinthe greenzone. Fullreport
onwww.indianexpress.com

Pre-bid | Emdof | ey
ﬁq Online Tenderltem with Oty /‘Document cost Sagaaféarl Meeting Eul:r;'ill:ltigmn E:EI:;H
S e LRI Rl (i b TR ] 0, e ! j orhi -
IPKG21(R)CI.2/PZ/LCETNUHPLICATNMSC/
[ENGGF2022, DT: 20.12.2022 — Wheel Chair (30}, {

1. | Transporn Stretcher with Cuygen Cylinder, IV stand | 23.12.2022 aﬂ?ﬁzgﬁ 1?{“.;62:%‘3 ;Igﬂﬁgiil
fa1). Bowl stand with wheels (42), 1Y Stand 4 Pole ’ ’ -
1(166) & Treatment Table (14)
IPKG2RNCA.2/PLLCBITHUHP/IC ATNMSCY
IENGGR2022, DT: 200122022 — Rewalving Stocd

2.|(50), Step Stoo for patlents (134), Drug Trolley| 23.12.2022 | 03,00.2023 | 15,0 -2023 | 18012028
1155), Instrument Trolley (38), Maye Trolley [13) & i -
|Fuu;ijllew_.riE-'§*fl
[PKG24/C3.2/P2/LCB/TNUHP/JICAITNMSC/
ENGGr2022, DT: 20.12.2022 - Episiotomy Set

3. |(10), Vasectomy Set (4), Genito Urinary Instrument| 26,12.2022 | 3% 01.2023| 20.01 2023 20.01.2023
Sat (4], Appendeciomy Sat (4), Orthe Basic Set (1) : 2 g |
& Tracheostomy Set {6)
PKG25/C3.2/PZ/LCB/TNUHP/JICAITHNMSC/
ENGG 022, DT 20.12.2022 = Mirar Laparalanmy

4. 15at (8), Major Basic Set (12), Minot Set (3),( 26122022 n.?a'n;ﬁ,n;a nggnzgfla nggdzgfla
Suturing and Suture Removal Sat (37), Dressing ; : :
Set (33) & Incision and Drainage Set (4)

{3} Fordetails visit www.tenders.tn.gov.in and THMESC website werw. tnmse.tnugow.in.
(4) Al bids rmust De accompaniod by a bid security in Indian rupees as spacified inthe bid document,
DIPR [ 5656 / TENDER / 2022

" GenEEe SLES SEESITN MSLEEsmD srsmer Yilig FigSing veee0Gumi"”

Epﬂper..ner.ass.cnm

General Manager (Equipment)

s DELHI JAL BOARD: DELHI SARKAR |- -
r Y OFFICE OF THE ADDL.CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-10 ' g
= TENDERING DIVISION (M)-10 ROOM NO. 103, Ist FLOOR, ENGINEERS BHAWAN, "
m NEAR MOOL CHAND CROSSING, ANDREWS GANJ, NEW DELHI-110049
o Ll T Mail:- eetm10.djb@gmail.com. Mob.- 9650291341
NIT No. 93/ACE (M-10)/EE (T) M-10/2022-23
Press Tender

S. | Name of Work ["Reserve] EMD | Date of release of | Last date and time for |
No. price tender in e download & RTGS through

procurement solution

e procurement solution

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 423 (2022-23)

water supply network of Ward No.91S Govind Puri

1 :Engagement of valve operator for operation of valves of Item ratel 51700/-
| under Kalkaji Constituency AC-51 Kalkaji (Re-invite)

Further details in this regard can be seen at govtprochrement.delhi.gm_l:?_n.

“STOP CORONAVIRUS: “WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

2022_DJB_233253_1
17.12.2022

29.12.2022
upto 2.00 PM

Sd/- (B.N.Gupta)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T) M-10

Biicl

Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority

STATFED Building, Bhangagarh, Guwahati - 781005

Website: www.gmda.assam.gov.in
E-mail cﬂﬂgmdaghy@gmail com

Mo. GMDA/DEVMT4/2022/20

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Tel: 0361-2525650/9824
Fax: 0361-2529991

Dated: 21-12-2022

The Chief Executive Officer, Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority, Bhangagarh,
Guwahati-05 invites bid through e-Procurement System from Contractors/ Firms/ Limited
Company elc. registered under any Assam Government Department or Central Government
Department/ Organization of appropriate class and having requisite experience In executing

similar nature of work

Sl
No.|

1 |Pilot F‘rc:qec.t for DEilgn
Supply. Construction &

MName of Work

O&M for Rejuvenation of

Commissioning of 2 MLD STP
on UASB Technology including

Borsola Beel at Guwahati

. Value | Bid Security
(in¥) (¥ in lakh)
2% of Bid value
537 00 (1% only for
Lakhs the tenderer
belonging to ST,
SC, OBC & UGE)

Cost of - Completion
| Bid (in ¥) Period
10.800.00 12 (twelve)
months

The detailed tender documents can be downloaded from the e-procurement portal
https://assamtenders.gov.in from 23-12-2022. Interested bidders are required to create
their own user ID & password in the e-lendering portal. Amendment/ Addendum to the tender,
and further notifications, if any, shall appear in the website hitps://assamtenders.gov.in,

The Formal Work Order will be issued only after receipt of Administrative Approval and in
event of cancellation of the tender no any kind of claim/ compensation will be entertained.

Sd/” Chief Executive Officer
Guwahati Metropolitan Dev. Authority
Bhangagarh, Guwahati - 781005

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
g fafaer gumr ww@mm-453/2022-23
frefafaa sl & ol /ST TRER & iR faum Te 3k Afed HieAl H Ui e STwel dagshi 9 fEiRd
g & 3-SR ufE B AHerE PR st @ ST #

No. NIT/2022-23/23074-83

FE T {eeruT

Construction of Homeopathic College & Hospital Building, Kekri District Ajmer.

UBN: RRC2223WLOB00980

ST TAfee Yo SIS i ol 3Taiel fadieh 19.12.2022 WIA: 9.00 &<l ¥ 09.01.2023 T 6.00 11 dF
FfeT & wafta god | fAfet Yok, eREY O, SR 6 9 @ied Sl aiie |ied Segul feR Td SR oeEd

Date 20.12.2022

A T (.) |
612.86 |
Lakh

http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in 921 http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc¢ ™
ST HHAT T | T WAGH! T 3T fefTed giegr & WeEH | JeEe http:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in W R

EATTE |

MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Gevernment of h.1rr|.a|.al| i

d Carporate Office, M

COM BHAVANA, Kavon

Ph: DB824-2885T95, CIN: U-!IDHH-H .tI]I]E ‘.:.GC.‘- ﬂ-"lﬂ-'l-'-'S-

No. MESCOM/PROC/PURL,/191,2022-PROC

Date: 20.12.2022

TENDER NOTIFIGCATION (THROUGH E-PROGUREMENT PORTAL ONLY)

MESCOM invites tender for Manufacture & Supply of following material:

Hame of the Material proposed i
Tender No. for F"ru::anmeﬁl v Quantity
MESCOM/ 2022-23/ ;
INDIOR MNo.15 Strain Insulator 60,000 MNos.

on or after 27.12.2022,

ﬁ-n--l"'

Cum Placement agency/ Organization.

For detail document,
www. DevMetlobsindia.ore

The interested eligible bidders may log on to www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in

5d/- Superintending Engineer (Ele.)(Proc.) Corporate Office
For Power Related Complaints & Assistance Call Toll Free Mumber 1912

interested bidders should visit on portal

All nghts are reserved with Managing Director.

Last Date & Time for submission of Tenders: Till 16" January 2023, before 5.00
pm at Managing Dhrecior, Mahila Arhik Vikas Mahamandal, Griha Mirman
Bhavan, Mezzanine Floor, Kalanagar Bandra East, Mumbai - 40005 |

@ Hfgar snfds fawm veres (nfaw)
(wemre s sfree)
H"I'E:' - 022-26592264

Mahila Arthik Vikas Mahamandal (M AVIMY A Government of Maharashtra
Lndertaking, invites Expression of interest from Human Resource Managemient

Managing DMrector,
MAVIM, Mumbai

qEEie A9 g e )
f SJVN Green Energy Limited

e A A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of SJVN Limited)

5J%¥H GREDH

CIN: U40100HP2022G0O1009237

¢~ E-Tender No. ;: SGEL/CHQ/Contracts/B0S-Jamui SPP/2022

Online bids (E-tender) on Domestic Competitive Bidding (DCB) are
invited on behalf of SJVN Green Energy Limited for Balance of
System Package including three (03) years comprehensive
Operation & Maintenance for 125 MW(AC) grid connected solar PV
power plant at Jamui, Bihar.
For details, visit websites: https://www.bharat-electronictender.com,
www.eprocure.gov.in and www.sjvn.nic.in. Last date for bid
submissionis 17.01.2023 (13:00 Hrs).
Amendment(s), if any, shall be issued onwebsites only.
DGM (Contracts)
SJVN Green Energy Limited
Corporate Headquarters, Shakti Sadan, Shanan, Shimla (H.F)
Email- contracts.sgel @ sjvn.nic.in
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DEVELOPMENT ©F
APPROACH ROAD
Tender Notice Noa.: CONI/MLG -1/
DECEMBER/2022/01, The undersigned
on bahall af the Frasident of Indea, woorlas
= lmndas Tor tha fallowing works: Tender
Mo, DYCE1-MLG-Reno-22-05. Nama ol
work: Developmeanl of approach rodad
from GMICON o Gate Mo, 3 including
ciroulating area of GM/COMN and CSTE!
COM office & renovation of Concourse
area of Main Building of GM/MCON
Complex including other anciflary works
under tha jurisdiclion of Dy CEMGOM-I
Maligaon, Tender Value; T3, 16 55 535/
Bid Security; T3 08 300/ Date & Time
of closing of tender: 15:00 hrs. of
06-01-2023 & opening at 16.00 hrs
of 08-01-2022 For delmla please v

wWwWw.ireps.gov.in
Dy.CEleonst.-| Maligaon

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
1Cnnatrul:tlun ﬂrgams:ﬂnnl

I NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY |®]

CORRIGENDUM

Oy CRAM-Ajmer, acting for and on behalf of
the President of India invites E-Tender
against Tender Mo, 42225534 closing date
10/01/2023 &t 14:25 Hrs. Due to
adminlstrative reasons this tender will
be opened from date 10001/2023 to date
06.01.2023 at 14:30 Hrs., all ather terms
and conditions will remalns unchanged
Badders will be able to submit thelr arginal
{ revised bids up 1o cosing date and fime
anly, Manual offers afe not allowed aganst
s lender and amy such maneal affer
recelved shall be ignored. 1. Description
of work : SET OF SLIDING DOOR
ARRANGEMENT (RH & LH) AS PER
ROS0 DRG. NO, RDSOVCG/DRGS 21008
ITEM NO. T & B, ONE SET CONSIST OF
OME MO. OF RH DOOR AND ONE NO.
OF LH DOOR, TOTAL 02 DOORS IM ONE
SET. 2 Quantity : 130 Sel 3. Revised
date and time for submission of tender :
Submizsion of E-tender up fo 06/01/2023
at 14:30 Hrs. 4. Website particular :
wwnw.ireps.gov.in

10B2-SMI22 SMMICSDIAjmer

E-TENDER NOTICE

-,

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/Traction Distribution, DRM's Office, State Entry
Foad, New Delhi for & on behall of President of India, inviles open e-tender under
single packet system for the under noted work:

1 |Name of work with its location : Replacemsent of AL Bus Bar & 150 aq. mm Jurnper
Wire of Isolatar by Copoar Bues Bar & 180 54, mm Jusmpssr over Delhi Division

Approx cost of work : Bs. 161,31, 752 890

Earmast Monay Deposit : Rs. 2,30, 7000

E-Tender Bid Online Submission Period ; 04.01_ 2023

en | s | g | B2

18.01.2023 {15:00 Hrs.)

E-Tender Bid Submission End Date & E-Tender Open Date & Time :

&

Fund Allecation : 20366203

SEEN | WwWWw.ireps.gov.in

T |Website particulars where complete detalls of tender documents can be

No.: 27-TRD-NDLS-2022-23

Datei- £1.12.2023

J39822

Serving Customers with a Smile

G.B. Pant National Institute o
Kosi-Katarmal, Almora-263 643, Uttarakhand

oo

Please refer to Institute’s Tender notice No. GBPNIHE/NMSHE-TF-3(lind

E-Tender Notice

The Divisional Railway Manager (EngghE
C Raitlway'Samastipur for and on behalf of
the: President of Indian invites Open Tender
From exparienced and financially capable
tenderars for the following works in E-
Tendering mode of IREPS web portal of
Indian Railways: (1) Tender Naotice MNo.:
TC-182-2022-5PJ, Name of work:
samastipur Division: TFR- (DBG-
SKI10.46Km and MFP-SMEGS.51Km) =
B83.97 Km. Tender Value (In%):
1.21,05468.70, Earnest Money (InT):
2.10,500.00, Completion period of the
work: 12 Months, (2) Tender Notice Mo.:
TC-183-2022-5PJ, Name of work: Al
Janakpur Road- Raising of platform no.t to
high beval platiorm. Tender Value [In%):
20297 53559, Earnest Monay (InT):
2.51,500.00, Completion period of the
work: 12 Months, (3) Tender Notice No.:
TC-184-2022-5F), Name of work: Af
Sonebarsa Kacheri-Widening of unloading
wharf. Tender Value (InT}); 1,80,69 696,19
Earnest Money (In?): Z.45.400.00
Completion period of the work: 12
Maonihs, 1. Last Date & time for receiving
of Tender in E-Tender mode on IREPS
weab portal: 11/0172023 upto 12:00 hours. 2.
Opening Date & time for E-Tender:
110112023 after 12:00 hours. 3. Website
particulars where complete details of
tender & tender document can be seen
on Website: www.ireps.gowin Amendments
I modifications if any shall not be published
in the newspapers but the same shall be
uploaded in the website
Sr. Divisional Engineer/l
East Central Railway, Samastipur
PRI 727 SPJENGGIT22-23/44

imalayan Environment

3] NoRTH EASTERN RAILWAYT

Open Tender Notice No.
NER-BSBOSnT-OT-30-2022

"Open Tenders” through Cnline
{(E-Tendering) are invited by
Divisional Railway Manager (Signal &
TelecommWaranasi § N.E. Railway
for and behalf of the President of India
for the following works: S.MNai- 1,
Tender Notice No. & Description of
work:- NER-BSB0SnT-OT-30-2022,
NAME OF WORK: Reliability
impravement of Mid Section LT galte
bet KHM-CHPG by providing IPS fo
strengthen Power Supply
arrangement along with RTU, ELD
FACS for status monitoring {Total
05 No LC), Details:- Approx. value:-
R=. 61,17.244.79, Earnast Money:-
Fs. 1,22 40000, Cost of Tender
Form:- Rs. 00.00, Completion
period:- 08 Months, Tender
Closing date & Time: 12.01.2023 up
o 1503 Hrs,. NOTE:- 1. Tender
Online will be submitted up
fo 15 Hrs on date 12.07.2023, 2. For
full details and submission of
bid kindly visit the official
website of Indian Railways i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in.

Divl. Rly. Manager (S&T)
CPRO/Signal-85 Varanasi

i

About any fmmﬂ;rér_ amenity ¢ c'wr'rpfniﬂr
~ 5MS on Mob. No.: 09794845955

Do Mot smoke Bidi'Cizaretfte in train

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY,DECEMBER 22,2022

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF

4%, CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER RURAL
b WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR

E-Mail : serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287)

E=mrait—7E=despatch
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
Bid Identification No. Online Tender/63-2022-23/BPR

- t,‘rg

A L1 rd R aY - 2 rd
7epprox: C1ass ot TCIrioa or

Identification Name No. of Estimated
Stimate Contractor] Completio
No. of work Works Cost (In lakh)
Road Works RS. B Ciass 03 Thiee)
Online Tender/| under Completion] 01 No || 240.67 lakhs & “A” Calendar
63-202223/BPR|  of Incomplete Class as Month as
road for the year applicable | provided
2022-23

Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd Office: PSEB H.O. Building, The Mall, Patiala

CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in
Contact Number: 96461-18773

Tender Enquiry No. QQ-2331/PO-P

Chief Purchase Officer/MM, Central Purchase Organization, PSPCL, 2ng
Floor, Multistory Building, The Mall, Patiala, invites E-Tender for Procurement
of 800 MT (Metric Tonne) Galvanized stranded steel wire Grade-5, sizg
7/3.15mm bearing ISI/PQM mark having tensile strength, 45 Kg per mm  con-
forming to IS: 2141(with latest amendments, if any) and Galvanizing by hof
dipped process as per 1S:4826 (with latest amendments, if any) applicable td
heavily coated wire against PSPCL Tender Enquiry QQ-2331/PO-P.

For detailed NIT & Tender specification please refer to https://eproc.pun;
jab.gov.in from 22.12.2022 onwards.
NOTFE:—Corrigendum & addendum,
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

if any will be published online af
C-478/22 19775/PB

Availability of tender online for bidding

Procurement Officer | Bid Identification No

From To
——Ehief-Construction Omtine Tender? 737122022 06.0T.2023
Fngincer, R W.Clrele | 63.2022-23/BPR at 10.00 A.M. upto 3.00 P.M.
erharnpur

(1) No EMD 1s required as per O.M.No. 8484 Dt. 05.04.2022 ot Finance Department
Govt of Odisha. But Bid Security declaration should be furnished by the bidders
as mentioned in the DTCN.

(ii) Non-submission of the information/documents through online by the bidder af
per the items mentioned in the eligible criteria of the DTCN will also liable fot
rejection of his tender.

Further details & Corrigendum if any can be seen from the website:

www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer

OIPR-25071/11/0100/2023 R.W.Clircle, Berhampur

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
» COMMERCE & TRANSPORT
%, (TRANSPORT) DEPARTMENT

Expression of Interest (Eol)

“HIRING OF AIRCRAFTS FOR USE OF
STATE GOVERNMENT”

PIAICTT ITENET0T NI~
gIe3 Avsd Riarg &

Y- |

BTN §—AfART o= H&AT—07 / TSI/ 2022—23

E-AUCTION FOR
ADVERTISEMENT RIGHTS

E-muction for he work Adwveisasment
rghis ot hasghd
gt SHE-202 (nimr Sevok station), NMN-18
iNear Jalpaigun Road staton) & ROB
1234 (Near New Coochbahad stalon &l
Km-124/0-1). E-Auction Catalogue No.

gauge ol vl Crossing

Phase)/2022-23/03, published in "Indian Express" (Delhi edition) dated
20.10.2022 for supply & Installation LINTAB Tree-Ring-Station LTMO06-E

AEMRH STUTd SR U< &l IR I Ndls Ud ol G- [O9RT, S090 H

Rafder Il gq Usiigd S®aRl | 3ifFes http:/etender.up.nic.in & AETH
A 9 R g [fder f&7d 31.12.2022 &1 SURTE 3.00 d9l b AT Bl
Sl 2, el Sfded fde falid 31.12.2022 &1 JIURTE 3.30 dol Aefleror

OOHADVTROBLCGT, dated - 15-12
2022, Saq No.: AAN Lot Mo Category::
ADVT-APDJ-JPE-OH-527-22-1
{Advertising-Out of Home); Auction
Lot Start Date: 04-01-2023
at 12:00 hrs. Auction Lot End Date:

PRI, EIGeM Aved RiaE &1, oEads & oIy H AFergy @rell

0d-01-2023 at 12:30 hrs. The above
catalogue of E-Auction has already

Government of Odisha, Commerce & Ilranspor]
(Transport) Department desires to hire Aircrafts (9-19
passengers & 20-80 passengers) from 07.01.2023 til
29.01.2023 complying to all safety norms as prescribed
by the DGCA. The Aircraft will be required for chartel
operation between Bhubaneswar & Rourkela. The hireg
aircraft will be stationed at Bhubaneswar.
Eligible and interested aircraft operators may download
the Expression of Interest (Eol) document which
contains the details of the requirement from the following
website of Government of Odisha and submit their offer,
https://tendersodisha.gov.in/nicgep/app &

hitps://ct.odisha.gov.infienders.

Proposals complete in all respect should reach thg

undersigned latest by 05:00 PM on 29.12.2022. Bids

received after the above deadline shall be summarily

rejected. The authority reserves the right to reject any of

all the proposals without assigning any reason thereof.
Sa/-

(Measuring Machine) under NMSHE-TF-3 (lInd Phase) Project.

The last date of receiving of tender is hereby extended up to 05.01.2023
at 03:00 pm. The documents shall be submitted online at website
https://moefcc.euniwizarde.com.

The full details of Documents are available in the Institute Website
http://gbpihed.gov.in.

Office Superintendent
Email: store@gbpihed.nic.in

g o, fuea wem, favfaes, Twd TR, d@@e

WEAT: 57/06/F%F) 3]) (ARE) / 2018-2022/18 (5)/2016
qETS: fadie- 21 fe@w=r, 2022

st
faqmus Wo-18(5)/2016, Wit Wdl (WHETT T&EF )-2016
AN o fIT9q HWo-18(5)/2016, TEl Wt (AHT TI9) -2016 b Fd7a fo=miud]
feren, wfafires forem, Sog0 & fizomeiT swHemen rgewe wRi=TT & 9 W
T99 T WenehR frefafega anelt # feafag seiea & AR 3w ouRy]|
YT Fell = [N, {Uehd weq, ot da, faygfags, Madt TR, 9@ |
mfera feRam Ste-

., TS ol A |
1 YT IJaRIeh AT

YT fI=To & 3faia ShHSImer JTgeseh TR & Uel R WIellehR STEfed foha]
S Al fogd gE Td iRl o WIMehR UF R i JewIEe
upsssc.gov.in W I 7 |

Qrefleh ehl \Id Tdid
i 30-12-2022 Uq 31-12-2022

SIRIATY | (eT gua &1 26.12.2022 &1 gals 10.00 o H QA6 31.12.2022
BT IWRTE 3.00 9 Th SISTAS / 7TATS fHIT ST AhdT 8 | AT a7 B
T ged! B R IS 3Tl B g H @rell ST | [Mfder |ifed v g

uploaded at E-Auction porial
wWhanw. ireps. gov.in
DRM (C), Alpurduar Jn.

Additional Secretary to Govt

Commerce & Transport (Transport)

& Director of Aviation

Office of The Superintending Engineer &

IIIrd Circle Irrigation Works, Agra

ITCURTAN E-THferar ga W&AT-15,/TH080,/2022-2023
TEMieH TSI, ST oW i IR § FAftgd sl gg iz Hidger
(https://etender.up.nic.in) =8 Td Sa dareA fawm, IW o # ieqd
it # dSiiehd Seheri 9 fEAie 03.01.2023 TR 03:00 oIt Tk MHf=d i STl

139, Mall Road, Pratappura, Agra
Phone No. 0562-2466928
E-Mail ID- se3circleagra@gmail.com

Phone: 26222842 25251910/ 25261005 e-Mail: mstesro@msteindia.co.in
Last Date and Time for Ondine Submission: Upto 11.00 A.M. on 29.12.2022
DIPRY 5679 TENDER A2

" Gemmmer m i sgtdime e gGamb sogmer ufifa efidding umodrfuep”

TENIE T W IRuGH M ShAlCeRIhSH|

MANAGING DIRECTOR Asiel Detall : Parking contracts ol
Bisalpur, Kamalgan), CGanjdundwari,
Lljham, Harpur, Stkandrarso, Pursnpur,
Hhopatpur, Ghaotpurt and Menduo

s . NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY .
@1 STHRI http://idup.gov.in TR Iu=l B8R | Bl Sorving Customers wih & smae: | Department Government of Odisha
2= R L KA WA [ add | OIPR-38001/11/0020/2223
ﬂg a1 &1 A st | TR I ormwed | v | R
e w0 3) | (T 50 %) (shogsocio W) st | S AT
| 1 i 2 3 | 4 5 6 i 7 | 8 ,ﬂ:;] TAM“- HADU CWIL SUFPLIES EUHFDHﬁTIDH f“ﬁ @] North Eastern HEI|WE}"
| | ! - \bb  HEADOFFICE: 12, THAMBUSAMY ROAD, KILPAUK, CHENNAI-600010 g-Auction Notice
R T IO g e | == Ph. M. (044) 26426773 Email it tncsc.n@nicin CIN : U1513TTNIST2SGCO0E1ST C/52/Parking/E-Auction/
Topoiia ol dIHR=ERT 4 No:BS7030410/2022 T TaT b3 Dated : 21.1 Publication/22 Date : 21.12.2022
NoF . : ' 2 - TENDER NOTICE abed : 21.12.2022 i &= Lhale: LR
JIRGT Helgd HE_\’ Eﬁ — il The bids are mvited Foom |!._I._"-|L'||.'|.I
Wl ST D ST A o | o g 0861400 | Short e-Tender No : TNCSC/22-23/ET-51 & 52 entities on IREPS by Sr. DCM/IZN
fafio 3430 9 fHo 3.550 ' ' (730000+1314.00) | o | g Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation invites Online Electronic§ |(ACO) through e-Auction for Parking
& W &R el U §hl | tenders for the supply of 610 MTs. of Black Bengal Gram (Whole) and stand. The Catalogues have already
.Eﬁ TR & B | . | |540 MTs. of Green Gram (Wholg) at all 39 Regions for PTMGRNMP] |7 ‘.m-.m. shed Lo 1| :{, Hf urh-....;
= 3 x - W, RPN & [ et (8]
IeNeror =] |schemesand ICDS. g S Ry
. upcoming c-Auchions ol |[Erninagar
M . afe ST Wose fias orf Complete short e-tender document can be viewed and downloaded ] |division isas under
‘ WWW.upgov.nic.in \ oG9 || Jthrough  hitps:iwww.mstcecommerce.comleprochomeftnesc and] |Category : Parking, Catalogue No,
B — e — also availlablein WW\H'.tE'I'IdEFS-.t“.QW,iH :f'.:-}.‘“h-::-l“' T;:.t”";l:n“
*arking conlmactys al 1nel eniry,
- STUER] Wﬁr The bidders have to participate online bidding only with Digital Signature | | garraypur, Kalianpur, Kashipus
ferens el st S forsm Certificate {DSC) of Class-ll or Class-Hli (2 wheeler), Nigohi, Bhojipura,
FTTT 7eteror R s 139 AT U, Gdqg, 3MMR1-282001 For Registration and further details contact MSTC LIMITED, ::.::—:Il::.: ::L:: .|:..-.éJel]_..Illng[.;;;:..lz :-.I;I]I";l

IR.12.2022, 12.40.00,
: TEN-FARK-12-11,

hAoction End ;
Catalogue No,

Auction Stari :
Aunction Emd :

Hmlway Siatond
500 2023, 1000,
5002023, 13 00,

1. Hsdders are advised bo visil websile

ﬁ . . wwWw.ireps.gov.in lor more
’ %| fafaan & G-Fafafthers™ / Sferera fos tfmmd 3T&|-€|"_C|T, %_6' I TGug AT |@(”| ElP] Wm R (a:[) EAIERIEARG] information related 10 e-Auction
UPID-183357 Date- 21.12.2022| gz yawr swefirear Sam 9@ S| | gy ee sivaren 3 smoiter e 3 Tiod Aff & el 511 i 03.01.2023 | | T0@ Suwsy e Juamdl i Heard Fa| |2 The bids have been invited theough -

ic.i “ ~ . ~ Auchion Leasing module of IREPS
Www.upgov.nic.in AETRH Y | <7 TR 4.00 S Wreil ST | Fi-Fenfefthens / 2ferenat forg 7 Fanfaere 3e. R T N g s R iy
U T SR @ BRI e Gielt St | wrEter T 2R atee s | | 2) e wmr Hide w9 s we TIT%‘&T Website:| |mformsion s cligih iy, sope of

o . o . WOrk COMIract pPeriog 1CTME o

PRI IR S1fg=r T ot T | e o svet @ feaw # 39 v et st ) ffaer feAiw http://mahatenders.gov.in 31 R RS L I I

ﬁTﬁ'UT GUE, ?’ﬁﬁﬁr 28.12.2022 &l gafe 11.00 ool 9 feqie 03.01.2023 1 MU= 03.00 &9 T 2/2R/R0RR, WIS 2o °I|\*1q|{j\-1 d feih 9/2R/R03| | on IREPS. 4. Bidders can participate in
TR e 3 SRS / TATS <l S Febell © | S| o1 feror e &: AN 2R AN A1 HoTE UG BEe e-Auction only as per the date & timing

— qa‘_'” WE?F‘[ o ) 16 indicated above. 5. All the
g (aﬁ- ) R) hRUI THS p&d YAl E’ﬂﬁ hIUT 'c\;cil 3‘”@)@{‘“ Ueh prospective bidders are requested 1o

i 2443 /50 AfdaT/22-23 /30, Gl 16.12.2022 ¥ AR L w (e il fafe oow | oo 7T 99 g_f:.”(acu TSROl 37T heladUIT= SIfereh] [visit website www.ireps.gov.in
1 — HEMHed, XrsuuTel So%0 ®I AR W AR siffredr, v @us, difAfd, WeRAR gri oo T e w4+ W ot . regularly for any comgendum related 1o

frforiaa Bt & sifese FIfITR JawTge http://etender.up.nic.in & A 3 S i UL P Y [ ol T, 3TEAE], WORTE ST Gel URNG, qUI I T | e o _

Gollepd fAfararamei & faAid 26.12.2022 UK 11 99 W 03.01.2023 BT SAURFE 0300 T TP arer w0 W) | w W) | wmly | e IS 3. CPROAC-231 DCM/Izatnagar
g 9 o) ffeer &1 f—garferf Q e fosd 01 Bl RS . | ! i ;. 3 B ! . . About any Passenger Amenin
3{;2?2@ algﬁl—;ﬁ&alﬁ CCARIGR] wﬁlglgg%//dﬁaﬂg mﬂ;ﬂ; Oéﬁe’ogﬁzr(f;zrsféﬁ B AHET 2 1| 2 I . | N L | ! . : Tﬁ (E%'T/— R0-R3-R0R) "mm DL e — wm“ﬂﬁ
T A & R Sifeee wiel ST | Sfee e # urE TR T ARt @) L B L L il 5000,00+ T&Hieh : R0/23/R03R - 3BT TS, SRR [l D0 NOT SMOKE BIDUCIGARETTE IN TRAIN

BRI S Wil S & 1 a7 @90 3 9Ud 6 GIA §6 SR gR1 AR S S| VW T W W) | ya4.00 1568 | 18 wig | F0000= W (ST 20 93-2022/%453) .. 9. 9., qO-0%
PRI g€ BIF NAT IISTHIT AR BIF DI & H W—adarfellbdmss /Saiidpa fas S 5900.00

| _ P Td FHATGAR ATel R fGaq # Wlell ST | $ral &l fqaror fFF=iad 8— foega fifrer g= &1 faeRor Td Fem 9 Wd SW WY WER F dadmEe OFFICE DF THE F\DDLCE{F’EWISHHEESFHGAJ”HERMAL PUWEE PROJECT, MPPGCL,
— S T R T ((http//:upgovt.up.nic/infotech) d=n  fa=rE  fawm  #  JewrEe Dongalia Dist. Khandwa (MP) E-mail ID: sepnw.sstpp1@gmail.com , 9425635261
kil @ | e | A @ | R e @ (http//:www.ihup.gov.in) 39 7 | Mo. 515-1700/SSTPP/MPPGCL/P&W/12489 Date : 21.12.2022

o = 2 e, [ ™ H,T NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER [Website: www.mppgcl.mp.gov.in ]
[ UPID-183324 Date 21/12/2022 | R R : . -
1 2 3 | 4 5 0 | 7 8 ate . SR _3 ’ Tender Particulars [ Tender Humber Estimated Cost | EMD & Tender CostRs, | Lastdate & time for

i T 2022-23 B S 1990 AR @ bl (T ) WWw-upgov.me.in el woed, = e, s Rs.) [respectively) closing of enline submission

' CgIC—qUIhRR A 9 Siel Al I | [ . Work cantract for Round the clock Operation and Maintanance | Rs. 338.56 Rs. 3,95 560.00/- 06.01.2023
1 11.00 1.10 03 e 856.00 MEIAURN] IR CRIC IR DL of Mill Reject Handing System (Oparalion and Routina/ Lakhs & Rs. 5000 w10 15:30 hirs
—_ ﬁuﬂj‘[q?zuijﬁ% WS e 3 3 Prevenbive mambenance) otuni 152 at 22800, S5TPF,

2 o1 ol | | 1500 | 150 03 18 94400 @ TAW T forior woe-1. sofrofdo. diefisfia MPPGCL, Dongalia (T-2022_MPPGC_218169_2)
| W—W e g Wt TR 1723/30210 ’ ’ 20 17/12/2022 Work contract of day to day routine maintenance of 220KV & | Rs. 6074 Rs.1.41,500.00 18.01.2023
AR <R T | A PAPRNTA . 400 KV switchyards, allHT and LT transformers, overhead kna | Lakhs & R 2000 gl 1550 hrs
3 i ® e @ 20.00 2.00 03 8 944.00 Sl Wﬁﬂ? g‘ ﬁ'r?lET S{THATT '{1?[7-" faults, lighting in BOP & BTG buldings in plant o raw water
Il infzke & inside colony as per scope of work for ph-1, S5TPF,
POHRTR—GeRTg. AF 9 e | 1. WETAEH T HERE, 050 i 2R | sifermedt safvrorea, frafor @oe-1, wlfAfe, wieftefia srar <fres frafo MPPGCL, Khandwa (T-2022 MPPGC_230743)
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DAY 2 ROUND-UP

Kartikeya spins MP
to thumping victory

Left-arm spinner Kumar Kartikeya
grabbed his maiden 10-wicket
match haul (10/64) in first-class
cricket as defending champions
Madhya Pradesh registered an in-
nings victory over Chandigarh.
Kartikeya ensured that the match
got over in two days as Chandigarh
were dismissed twice on the same
day - for 57 and 127.

Brief scores: Madhya Pradesh 309
beat Chandigarh 57 (Kumar
Kartikeya 6/20) and 127 (Ankit
Kaushik 69; Saransh Jain 5/37,
Kartikeya 4/44) by an innings and
125 runs.

Shahbaz puts

Bengal in control

Shahbaz Ahmed bagged his fourth
five-wicket haul to give Bengal con-
trol of their game against Himachal
Pradesh. The hosts bundled out
Himachal Pradesh for 130 to gain a
first innings lead of 180. Bengal in
their second essay were 89 for 1.
Brief scores: Bengal 310 & 89/1 lead
Himachal Pradesh 130 (Prashant
Chopra 71 not out; Ahmed 5/32,
Ishan Porel) by 269 runs.

Shorey shines for
Delhi with252*

Dhruv Shorey scored a brilliant un-
beaten double century to take Delhi
to a strong total against Assam.
Brief scores: Delhi 439 (Dhruv
Shorey 252 not out; Sidharth
Sarmah 3/53, Mrinmoy Dutta 3/79)
lead Assam 158/4 (Rishav Das 71
batting; Prasun Vijayran 3/31) by
281 runs

Wicketless outing
for leggie Chahal

India leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal,
playing a first-class match after four
years, went wicketless against
Baroda. Chahal bowled 27 overs and
gave away 138 runs.
Meanwhile, Baroda’s 17-year-old
Priyanshu Moliya slammed back to
back hundred for his side.
Brief Scores: Baroda: 615 (Jyotsnil
Singh 195, Priyanshu Moliya 144 not
out, Pratyush Kumar 110, Vishnu
Solanki 64; Sanjay Pahal 3/80) vs
Haryana 70/1

—Express News Service

CROSSWORD 4931

RANJI TROPHY

Rahane believes that Kohli, Pujara and his averages came down due to pitches

DEVENDRA PANDEY
DECEMBER 21

AJINKYA RAHANE's dream to play for India
again hasn’t ebbed a bit, he says after a dou-
ble hundred at Ranji Trophy, but he also
said another interesting angle. That the av-
erages of Virat Kohli, Cheteshwar Pujara
and Rahane has dipped in the last three
years because of the nature of the Indian
pitches where they have played a lot of Test
cricket.

“There was no mistake (in his style of
batting that his average dipped), we were
playing in India for the last three years. If
you look at the players who are batting at
number three, four or five their average has
come down because of the wickets. Pujji-
Virat and my (Pujara, Kohli) averages have
come down,” Rahane said.

“I don’t think there were many mis-
takes; it's not every time that we are com-
mitting the mistakes. Sometimes the wick-
ets are such, this is no excuse but everyone
saw the kind of wickets we had in India,”
the middle-order batsman added.

The 34-year old Rahane has played 82
Tests for India in which 17 were played in
the last three years. In the 2020-21 season
his average was 29.23 in 14 innings (8 Test)
while in 2021 it dipped further to 19 in nine
innings (5 Test). In the 2021-22 season he
averaged 21.87 in eight innings (4 Test). The
only century that came from him was in
the Australian tour in 2021 while two half
centuries came in the past three years.

Out of 17 Test matches played since
February 2021, five were played in India
where the Indian team played England and
New Zealand at home. Rahane scored only
one half century in nine innings.

“As a batsman it is always challenging
especially if you are batting as a middle-or-
der. For openers it's easy. It’s because of a
hard ball but when a batsman gets out, we
tend to think where did we do wrong.”

Rahane's latest Ranji innings (204
against Hyderabad) came in 261 balls with
26 fours and three sixes as Mumbai de-
clared on 651/6. Rahane wasn’t the only
one taking the honours with the bat.
Sarfaraz Khan remained unbeaten on 126.

Rahane said he didn’t want to prove
anything. “ I don’t want to prove anything
but one thing is sure,  will never give up.”

He said he wants to return to the style of
batting he would play in his younger days.

“I have scored whenever the team
wanted to in crucial positions and we have
won the games. Double ton is special, the
way [ was timing the ball. The way I wanted
to, it has gone that way. I thought about my

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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Ajinkya Rahane slammed 204 against Hyderabad on Wednesday. Ganesh Shirsekar

“There was no mistake (in his style
of batting that his average
dipped), we were playing in India
for the last three years. If you look
at the players who are batting at
number three, four or five their
average has come down because of
the wickets. Pujji-Virat and my
(Pujara, Kohli) averages have come
down.”

AJINKYA RAHANE

old innings of under-19 and Ranji Trophy. I
want to go as close to that.”

Rahane said that he has been looking
up his old diaries to see what notes he had
made from those old innings to take cues.

“I have a habit of making notes when-
ever | have scored or not, I'm going through
that now,” he adds. The Indian team cur-
rently seems to have moved on from
Rahane and it will be interesting to track
his progress.

Mumbai resumed at 457/3 and captain
Rahane and Khan continued to grind the
Hyderabad bowlers down. Rahane looked
determined to cash in while Khan once
again showed that he won't leave any stone
unturned to get a place in the Indian side.
The latter had returned to the Mumbai
team after the India A tour to Bangladesh,
where he didn’t impress much.

However, Khan continued his domi-
nance in domestic cricket. He resumed on
40 and added 196 runs for the fourth
wicket with Rahane. Hyderabad had a tough
day with the bat too. Chasing a mammoth
firstinnings total, they were reduced to 173/6
at stumps with left-arm spinner Shams
Mulani taking five wickets. He bowled 17 con-
secutive overs and got some help from the
surface. Hyderabad’s Rohit Rayudu slammed
72 but with wickets falling at regular inter-
vals, it was tough for him to change the direc-
tion in which the match was heading.

Brief scores: Day 2: Mumbai 651/6 decl.
(Ajinkya Rahane 204, Sarfaraz Khan 126 not
out) vs Hyderabad 173/6 (Rohit Rayudu 72;
Shams Mulani 5/76).

Sudharsan follows up

‘Wlll NnCEvVer give up’ debut ton with 113

VENKATAKRISHNAB
COIMBATORE, DECEMBER 21

TOSAY BSai Sudharsan is an extrovert would
be a massive understatement. During his first
Indian Premier League (IPL) season with
GujaratTitans this year,
the southpaw, who had
not even turned 21
then, didn’t even hesi-
tate before walking into
the hotel room of other
illustrious names be-
cause he doesn'tlike be-
ingaloneorinthe same
company for long.

It is the case with the Tamil Nadu team as
well, especially this season, where the bio-bub-
ble restrictions have been lifted and players
have gone back to sharing hotel rooms. In a
Tamil Nadu side that s filled with youngsters,
he is already a popular boy, earmarked as a
batsman who would carry the legacy of some
big names to have donned the state cap. He is
the latest left-hander who everyone is expect-
ing to go the distance. After scoring a century
(179) on debut against Hyderabad last week,
he followed it up with 113 against Andhra in
the second round of Ranji Trophy on
Wednesday at Sri Ramakrishna Arts and
Science College grounds. Tamil Nadu, after dis-
missing Andhra for 297 in the first session,
ended Day at 273/4.

These hundreds have not really come as a
surprise for anyone within the team setup. If
anything, the only disappointment among a
few players was he missed an opportunity to
make it a daddy century. These expectations
come with a reason. In the first Tamil Nadu
Premier League (TNPL) season he played in
2021, he scored 358 runs in eight innings, fin-
ishing the season as the second-highest run-
getter which resulted in him playing five
matches for Gujarat Titans. In the recently con-
cluded Vijay Hazare Trophy where his fellow
opener N Jagadeesan hogged all the limelight,
he tallied 610 runs in eight innings. There has
been considerable build-up to see how
Sudharsan goes about his business in the Ranji
Trophy, and if anything, he hasn’t let anyone
down as of now.

“Actually, I've been craving for this,”
Sudharsan told The Indian Express. “Growing
up in Chennai and listening to coaches and
watching Test matches, this is a very special
format. Last season I thought there would be an
opportunity but since it was a short Ranji
Trophy, I had to wait until this season. So more
than the expectations, | was actually waiting
for this moment, visualising it and practising
for months,” Sudharsan said.

Visualisation and planning are two words
that Sudharsan uses often. When Gujarat
Titans bought him at the IPL auction,
Sudharsan joined the team with a belief that he

would get an opportunity. There is a very thin
line between overconfidence and confidence
and Sudharsan looks more a part of the latter.
“Obviously I was excited, but I didn’t go there
thinkingIwon'’t play ahead of others. Even be-
fore the tournament started, I was preparing
as if I'm going to play the game and [ wasn’t
awestruck by anything. So when I got the
chance, I was ready even to the extent that I
know what Kagiso Rabada would bowl,”
Sudharsan said.

In one of the team meetings, Sudharasan
remembers someone telling the players that
Rabada often bowls full-tosses to left-handers
to target the pads with one that swings in.
Although it was not directed at Sudharsan, he
remembered it when he took guard against
Rabada. “That is the visualisation I'm talking
about. When he bowled, Iwas ready and [ just
hit it for aboundary on the leg-side.”

The visualisation and planning became a
part of his routine after he was dropped from
Tamil Naduunder-19 team in the 2019/20 sea-
son, one which saw him ultimately miss the
bus for the under-19 World Cup in South Africa.

In fact, TN had only benched him so that
other players would get an opportunity. But
Sudharsan was having none of it. “l was not an-
gry.Maybe they thought they should see how
another player performs. They told meit is ro-
tation, butItookit as adrop. Thatis whenIbe-
came extremely meticulous with my plan-
ning- fromdiet to writing daily on what needs
to be done and what 1 did on a particular day.
IfI'm partof the team, [ should be in the XI,and
helping my team win.”

Sudharsan’s father Bharadwaj represented
India at the SAFF Games and his mother Usha
was a national volleyball player, and they also
happen to be his trainers. While many young
players tend to go over awed by the situation
and walking into star-studded dressing rooms,
Sudharsan comes across quite different. In fact,
some of Tamil Nadu'’s senior players privately
reveal how the 21-year-old felt confident that
he belongs to this level from the time he
walked into the dressing room last season.

“I don’t know where I got that confidence
or that attitude from, but I know when I'm
ready. To be honest, my first IPL net session gave
me huge confidence and that sort of took any
apprehensions I had over my own game. |
adapted very quickly to the pace that some of
them bowled. WhenIplayed my firstIPLgame,
it was the first time I'd played in front of a
packed stadiumand I wanted to enjoy and ex-
perience it rather than think about the pres-
sure,” Sudharsan said. On Wednesday,
Sudharsan was on his usual elements, fully in
control of what he did. Setting the ball rolling
with a 65-run stand for the opening wicket
with Jagadeesan he stitched 163-run partner-
ship for the second wicket with Baba Aparajith
(88)as the hosts ended Day 2 at 273/4.

Brief Score: AP 297 vs TN 271/4 (Sai
Sudharsan 113, B Aparjith 88)
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ACROSS DOWN

1 Insuchagreementcashtoois 1 Outstanding features of space
involved (7) (5)

4 Kind of ribbon used for 2 The opposite of soft currency?
decoration(5) (44)

7 Tomis pleased by thesoundof = 3 Trifling affront
it(4) (6)

8 Its population was literally 4 Stayed well away from work
very small(8) (10)

10 Used to complete minute 5 Only afool gives information
revolution (6,4) (4)

12 Tied up and whipped 6 Tearall to pieces sideways
(6) (7)

13 All the difference between life 9 Though concerned, possibly
and death? (6) resented it (10)

15 Incharge at the zoo he’s not 11 Young female accompanist
the man to panic(4,6) (8)

18 Doing nothing but fighting? 12 Falling behind in providing
(8) winter insulation?

19 Illustrate one way to get lots (7)
(4) 14 Expert takes different road to it

20 Blush when attacked (6)
(5) 16 Had an argument but we stick

21 One should be in entering a out(5)
new trade(7) 17 Justatrade show (4)

Solutions Crossword 4930: Across: 1Grand finale, 9 Risotto, 10 Usurp, 11 Garb, 12
Caboodle, 14 Darken, 16 Mirror, 18 Informed, 19 Ruin, 22 Trade, 23 Iterate, 24 Index
finger. Down: 2 Riser, 3 Nuts, 4 Floral, 5 Neurotic, 6 Launder, 7 Drug addicts, 8
Appearances, 13 Reprieve, 15 Refrain, 17 Relief, 20 Usage, 21 Keen.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Among my most prized possessions are__that | have never___.-Orson Scott Card (5.,.,6)
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WELL, THIS  TURNS OUT HE
WEEK WE  KNEW GEORGE
MET A BACK IN
LUZARD  CRETACEOUS

PERSON, DAYS...
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I DO MISS
PPLODOCUS
TARTAR...

_.__.- -- -E;{r-". .
B et S L

HAVE YOU
TRIED THE
TWINKIES

HERE?
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

WHAT D'YA
SAY WE
INVITE...

NO MORE
NEW
CHARACTERS/

q \ p
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LOCK, HOBBES, 1 <01 A

MISTERIOUS LETTER / THE
RETURN ADDRESS IS A
SKULL WITH
X-ED QUT
EXES!

IT HAS A LocaL
POSTMARK , THOUGH,
S0 T MUST KNoW
THE PERSOM.

O B0,
WTRIGUE !

3 1588 Wanttsson Tishibuied Dy Ancrewe Molesl Syndicadion

GMA

SEND ME AN
ANONIMAUS,
WEIRD LETTER
LIKE TWIS T

DOESNT THE
POST OFACE

SCREEN
L AMYTHING 27 %

F I GET YOU
SOME GLOVES !

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

THE EARLY DAYS
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YOU KNOW HOW TO HOLD ME
AND YOU KNOW HOW TO

FEED ME
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IF YOU CAN SWITCH TO
OCOLATE MILK, YOU'R

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
There are some
@ powerful planetary
indicators, most of
these being a mixture of good
humour with self-interest.
should look like a reasonably
friendly place, in a strange
away.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
to try your luck, but
the factis that
lose. This is why the same
planetary factors that urge you
double-check all details. If
you are determined to go
arrange some sort of fall-
back position.
Increasingly, thisis a
@ time for a spot of raw
you really want do
to? Who do you really want to
little lot figured out you can
begin to make your dreams
emerge much wiser, if a
little bruised.
The reason for
@ colleagues' off-hand
partners'
unsympathetic attitudes is not
you should realise that they
may be suffering from the
burdens, and unable to pay full
attention to yours.
According to
@ astrologers, each
contains the seeds of
its exact opposite. This was

wonderfully
which favour Arien qualities,
Suddenly the whole world
and unpredictable sort of
You may be tempted
@ gamblers usually
to take arisk, also urge you to
ahead, it may be possible to
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
ambition. Whatdo
be with? Once you have this
come true. You might even
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
behaviour and
that they are uncaring. Rather,
weight of their own emotional
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
manifestation of life
never more true than today, so

. whatever extremes of feeling or
Difficulty Level 2s N experience you hit, realise that
Instructions 6 ? N things could change at any
To solve a Sudoku puzzle, o 79/ 5|4/ 8 1|6 2 3 moment. Every problem
Te) every digitfrom1t0o 9 - 3 1 8 10 1/2/8l5/3/6|l7/9 4 presents you with anew
Te) must appearin each of the 6 2 117 = opportunity.
(@] nine vertical columns, in é 3 46|27 9]185 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
9] each of the nine horizontal 8 7 1 3 9 0O 9|7 3 E 5 214 1 B Today's most
- rows and in each of the =) interesting planetary
At nine boxes. 9 A 7, B 62114/ 3|57 9 aspect could have an
influence that far
8 5 1 4 I E‘ % 4 5/1]18/9/7]3/6 2 outweighs anything that
- Difficulty Level 1 B 5 3 — < E [4 g 1 4 2 3|0 happenstghils yveefk, propelling
;) Ja=Varveasy 2a= Easy = you into fighting for your
ry easy; Y g 8 7 2 = 2 1413/ 68/819|5 7 beliefs and principles. Do not
3s=Medium; 4s = Hard; 1 shirk your duty, but stand
5s=VeryHard; 6s = 1 5 (@) 6/ 3/9|7/2/5|8/4|1 up for what you know to
Genius (7)) beright.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

©

Planetary conditions
are turbulent,
indicating upsets in
your psychological

'weather'. The best way in

which you can help yourself is

to disengage from whatever
source of controversy is
bothering you and take the
long-term view. Also,
remember that other people
might just be right.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Warning signals
continue in the
financial sectors of
your solar chart, so

you must maintain a sense of

decorum when it comes to
questions of cash. You are better
off than most people at the
moment, in the sense that they
will be more dependent on you
than you on them.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Everything seems to
hinge around your
need for status and
prestige. The

problemis that such things

have to be earned through
consistent and long-term effort,
whereas now you do seem to be
indanger of risking a few short
cuts. If you leave out the
difficult bits, then it's unlikely
that you'll make the most of the
easy bits.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
One important
factor in your chart, I
haven't mentioned
so far this week,

concerns overseas travel,and a

certain adventurous streak in

your personality which could
see you wandering to a far
corner of the globe, or at least
developing adventurous
elements in your daily life.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Allyour instincts and
hunches should
prove correct, but
that's nota great

@

deal of use if other people
refuse to listen or take any
notice. In social engagements,
go for change and excitement:
you could be attracted to people
who like to take risks.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

An unexpected turn
of events may come
asawelcome
salvation. Press
ahead with the very un-Piscean
task of building up your
reputation. People at work may
be overstepping the mark. But
what are you going to do about
it? If you tell them what you
think then you may not be
prepared for the consequences.
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24 wickets,

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 21

THE RAN]JI Trophy fixture between Railways
and Punjab at New Delhi’s Karnail Singh
Stadium had to be suspended after the sur-
face was deemed “dangerous and unfit for
play” by the match officials. The game will
restart on a fresh pitch on Thursday and will
be a two-day game. As many as 17 wickets
fell on Day 1, Punjab were bowled out for 162
before Railways were reduced to 77 for 7.0n
the second morning on Wednesday,
Railways all-rounder Yuvraj Singh (56)
scored the only half-century of the match
and took the Railways total to 150. Yuvraj
then bagged four wickets and left Punjab
reeling at 18 for 4 at Lunch.

Out of the 24 wickets that fell in the four
sessions, 20 were taken by pace bowlers.

“I have never seen anything like that. It

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

"Everyone has (an) opinion but
nobody can doubt that he's there

as the greatest of all time."

PEP GUARDIOLA,
MANCHESTER CITY MANAGER ON MESSI

1 broken arm, concussion tests: Karnail pitch deemed unfit

was a green surface with visible cracks be-
neath it. Bowlers operating at 120-125
(kmph) were bowling like (Jasprit) Bumrah
and (Mohammed) Shami. I was hit twice on
the right thumb. Thankfully, there is no frac-
ture,” Punjab captain Mandeep Singh told The
Indian Express after the match was called off.

The decision was taken after on-field um-
pires KMadanagopal and Rajeev Godara dis-
cussed the matter with match referee Youraj
Singh. “During the lunch break, referee Youraj
Singh called me and Karn (Sharma)and asked
us if we want to continue playing. It was amu-
tual decision and then the match was called
off. It will start afresh on Thursday and will
be a two-day game,” Mandeep said.“I have
seen the other pitch as well and have my
doubts. Let’s see what is in store for us.”

It is not the first time Karnail Singh
Stadium has come under the scanner. In
2011, BCCI put the venue on a watch list for
producing poor pitches. A year later, it was

WHY ATWO-DAY GAME ON A FRESH PITCH?

DURING THE drinks break on Day 2,
on-field umpires K Madanagopal and
Rajeeev Ghodara in consultation with
match referee Youraj Singh decided to
suspend the Railways vs Punjab fixture
after both the captains raised

flags about the safety of the

pitch. By then 24 wickets had
fallen with Railways’s batsman
Arindam Ghosh already

suffering a fractured finger and
several others hiton theirbody. |

EXPLAINED

ONCE BOTH the captains felt it unsafe
to carry on, the match officials were left
with two options. 1) To check if the pitch
could be repaired and continue oniit.2)
To start the game fresh on a new pitch.

With the former not being possible, they
have opted for a new pitch.

HAD THE MATCH continued on the
used pitch, then Punjab would have
resumed their second innings
_at18/4.Sinceitisanew pitch,a
fresh toss has to take place and
the play can’t be extended
beyond the remaining two
& days.So on Thursday, the
match will start fresh and all
the rules applicable to a four-
day fixture will remain in place and it
will have four innings. In case, the first
innings is not completed at the end of
Day 2, then both teams will get one
point each. ENS

A thoroughbred for all courses

Time has come to give Shubman Gill, the best among the next generation of batsmen, a long run

ABHISHEK PUROHIT
DECEMBER 21

INDIA’S ORIGINAL Test squad for the
Bangladesh tour had only six specialist bats-
men. In a clear indication of how highly he
was being rated by the selectors and team
management, Shubman Gill was the reserve
opener, and was also being looked at as a
middle-order option, thus ruling out the
need to pick a seventh specialist batsman.

Itis another matter he wouldn’t have got
a look-in if captain Rohit Sharma hadn’t got
injured, and then, would have likely had to
sit out the Dhaka Test had Rohit recovered in
time, despite scoring a maiden Test century
in Chattogram.

But now that Rohit has been ruled out of
the second and final Test starting on Thursday,
it provides Gill another opportunity to keep
pushing his case to eventually become a first-
choice option for India. That he will become
so at some point, appears beyond doubt at
this stage. When exactly he will become so,
also depends on how the remaining careers
of some of the incumbents play out.

Given one or the other World Cup cycle
always seems to be starting or ending, team
transitions in the two white-ball formats
tend to occupy the bulk of the attention, but
India are gradually approaching a genera-
tional handing over of the baton in Tests too,
especially in the batting department.

Rohit will be 36 in a few months, and has
been spending considerable time in the in-
jury ward in recent times. After the upcom-
ing Australia home series, India’s next major
Test assignments will be a South Africa tour
next December, immediately followed by a
five-match visit by England in early 2024.
Those are at least a year away, and the 2023
World Cup will be done by then. The 2019
World Cup ended the international career of
one of India’s all-time greats, MS Dhoni. Who
knows how many farewells this one will
bring? At any rate, whatever happens will
likely impact the Test side too.

Meanwhile, Cheteshwar Pujara has made
a successful comeback after being left out for
the Sri Lanka home Tests earlier this year, but
he will be on the wrong side of 35 from next
month as well.

And while he may not be as injury-prone
as Rohit, he is certainly no Virat Kohli either
interms of fitness, so any expectations of sus-
tained longevity henceforth should perhaps
be tempered.

Even among those with age on their side,
Shreyas Iyer can’t really be said to have firmly
established himself in Tests. He’s played only
six games so far,and even on a lifeless surface
on which Bangladesh’s last innings stretched
to 113.2 overs, Iyer continued to have prob-

These are early days yet
but for a top-order Test
batsman, Gill already
scores at a faster tempo
than both Kohli and
Rohit.

____________

Shubman Gill has scored his maiden Test and One-day International hundreds this year. AP

lems with the short ball. Amassive test awaits
against the Australian bowling attack.

This team management has had limitless
time for stand-in skipper KL Rahul, but his
average of 36.77 as opener puts him way
down at45th out of the 61 openers who have
played at least as many Test innings — 70 — as
he has had. Gill has enough potential, and
has arguably done enough so far in a short
international career, to have been handed a
sizeable rope, even if not one that is as last-
ingly long.

Someone who cracked that epic 91 in his
debut Test series against the Australians in
the historic chase at the Gabba was bound to
get his share of chances sooner or later. Since
his debut, Gill has been part of 12 of India’s
21 Tests in that period, and it was his shin in-
jury last year that took away some opportu-
nities. He wasn't treated as well in ODIs, mak-
ing his debut at the start of 2019, then getting
his next chance at the end of 2020, and then
getting ignored again until the West Indies
tour in July this year. But how well has he
grabbed this belated opening. Since his come-

back, he has averaged 70.88 at a strike-rate of
102.57 in 12 ODlIs.

Which is why the recent string of soft dis-
missals appeared uncharacteristic. Since his
early years, Gill has been known to be the
sort of batsman who will more often than
not cash in when the opportunity is there to
score big runs.

But twice in New Zealand, he flicked balls
off his pads straight to fielders after getting
starts in difficult conditions. Against South
Africa at home earlier, he kept falling to in-
coming deliveries but that was due to his re-
luctance to get really forward, which is an
unavoidable drawback of his backfoot-ori-
ented game.

Even in the first innings in Chattogram,
he had batted himself in for 40 deliveries be-
fore giving it away with a top-edged sweep.

But he made amends in the second innings.
Even if there is a Test hundred for the taking
against a deflated opposition, it has to be actu-
ally taken by the batsman (as Sunil Gavaskar
might say),and Gill did exactly that.Itisa year
in which he has got that maiden-hundred

monkey off his back in both ODIs and Tests.

These are early days yet but for a top-or-
der Test batsman, he already scores at a faster
tempo than both Kohli and Rohit. And his
perceived suitability to the middle order is
further enhanced by the fact that he does not
get tied down by spinners, and is instead of-
ten looking to unsettle them and score runs
by moving down the track.

Against the seamers, he did take an initial
step across in Chattogram but he would start
on leg stump, thus still ending beside the line,
which helped him combat the slowness of
the surface, and maintain a wider range of
scoring opportunities through the off side.

“There is something regal about him,” for-
mer India head coach Ravi Shastri had said
during the recent New Zealand tour. Gill has
always given that feeling to watchers; it
doesn’t take more than a few deliveries to re-
alise he’s an extraordinary talent. Now, he’s
started forcing the decision-makers to give
him a primetime slot. It can’t be too far away.

2nd Test: Live on Sony network, 9 am

banned for two years from hosting games af-
ter acommittee arrived at a conclusion that
local curators had deliberately under-pre-
pared the wicket to help Railways, forcing
the team to shift their home base to
Bhubaneswar, before their original home
venue was reinstated in 2014.

Railways all-rounder Yuvraj Singh, who
could have walked away with the player of
the match award with his all-round perform-
ance if the match had continued, said: “I was
hit twice on the helmet, six or seven times
on the ribs and hands. Our senior batsman
Arindam Ghosh has fractured his hand. It
was an uneven surface.”

“We were ina great position. Ideally, they
should have resumed the match on a differ-
ent pitch with the same scorecard,” he
added.

Punjab openers Prabhsimran Singh and
Abhishek Sharma were hit twice on the hel-
met in the second innings. “The bounce was

too unpredictable making the pitch very un-
safe. [ was hit on the grille twice. From the
same spot, some balls were hitting us on the
head while others were below knee height.
It was neither a green-top nor a rank turner.
I have never seen a wicket like that in Ranji
Trophy before,” said Prabhsimran.

Punjab’s Anmolpreet Singh, who was hit
on the helmet and lost his wicket right after
the mandatory concussion test, said: “It was
more like a boxing match than a cricket
game. Either you were getting hit on the
body or it was taking your edge. [ hurt my fin-
gers in the first innings and was hit on the
helmet in the second, and was out the very
next ball.”

Aresult may be unlikely in the game now
and it will affect both teams’ chances in the
tournament. Punjab’s first match had ended
inadraw after bad light brought an early end
to their contest against Chandigarh, while
Railways had lost to Vidarbha by 194 runs.

What fuelled Gill: Not
able to convert starts,
shin injury, T20 WC snub

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

AHEAD OF the Bangladesh tour, Shubman
Gill made one promise to his childhood idol
Gurkeerat Mann. He told Gurkeerat: “I will
score my debut Test century on this tour, no
matter where [ am going bat.”

The Punjab batsman made good his
promise before texting Mann with an emoji
of a hundred.,

It took Gill 12 Tests and 22 innings to
achieve the landmark. Mann had taken him
under his wing since the day the Gill family
moved to Mohali from Fazilka. For nearly
one and a half decades, Mann has been his
mentor, elder brother, teammate and
friend.,

Mann feels that the ODI century against
Zimbabwe earlier this year had taken the
monkey off Gill's back but this Test century
is more satisfying., “I will always tease him
about that 91 at the Gabba. This time before
going to Bangladesh, he was supremely
confident of scoring a ton, and he did it,”
Mann told The Indian Express.

Mann, who has played three ODIs for
India, explained how Gill remained focused
during his lean phase.,

“He was a bit upset with the way he was
getting out after scoring 30s and 40s. He
knew that he was getting a longer rope just
because of his immense talent.,

“It was his first lean patch. Right from
his U-12 days, he was known for scoring big
runs. Even during this phase, when he was
not able to convert his starts, his work ethic
never changed. He always trained hard, he’s
always hungry to do well, ” said Mann.,

A shin injury also played a part in Gill’s
drop in form. His father Lakhwinder Gill
said, “It troubled him for several months.”,

“It took some time to figure out what the
injury was. After the World Test
Championship final, he was out of the Test
series against England. The injury recurred
in December last year, during the home se-
ries against New Zealand. The shin injury
troubled him for six months.”,

Lakhwinder feels his son was never out
of form or short of confidence.

“He was always scoring those 40s and
50s. But that century was not coming. Form
was never anissue. Abatsman is out of form
if he is struggling to get into double digits.
He was always getting those starts.”

“He made his debut against the likes of,
Pat, Cummins, , Mitchell, Starc, Josh,
Hazlewood, Nathan, Lyon and did well
against that attack. Confidence was never
anissue. It was just a slight adjustment that

Rahul ‘fine’ after
being hit on thumb

New Delhi: Stand-in Test skipper KL
Rahul got hit on his thumb while tak-
ing throwdowns from batting coach
Vikram Rathour but the batting coach
said it was not serious and he
"seemed fine". The India opener was
seen applying ice-packs. “Doctors are
looking after him, he seems to be
fine,” Rathour said. PTI

he did before the IPL season and is reaping
the rewards, ” the proud father added.

What are the adjustments that Gill
made in his game? Mann explains: “He has
this immense self-belief and game aware-
ness. He is also a very keen learner. He will
observe Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma very
closely, pick a shot that he doesn’t have and
will work onit.”

“Before the IPL, he told him about how
Kohli uses his feet against spinners, and his
inside-out strokes against them. Ten min-
utes later, I saw him practising those shots
in the nets.”

Promise to score tons for runs

However, the T20 World Cup snub hit
Gill very hard. He had played a crucial role
in Gujarat Titans’ victory in their inaugural
IPL season, scoring 483 runs, but was still
not given a chance in the shortest format.

“He was sad after that World Cup snub.
But talents like Shubman try to find a way.
His words were: ‘I will score so much that
they won’t be able to drop me from the next
world cups. From now onwards, I just want
to perform in all formats and thatis my only
aim.’ He is not someone who will shut him-
self down if runs are not coming. He con-
tinues to work hard.”

Gill’s strike rate in white-ball cricket was
also made an issue. He was never known
for his six-hitting prowess and has been
given the role of an anchor by his IPL fran-
chise.

“Earlier, he would hardly play any aerial
strokes and would hit down the ground,
pick gaps, and run hard between wickets.
The new dimension he has added to his
game is his six-hitting ability. And it has not
come in a few days. I have seen him prac-
tising power-hitting right after his first IPL
season. He used to hesitate while taking the
aerial route, but now he smashes it with au-
thority. That's the only change I have seenin
his batting in recent times."

Argentina parade cut short after chaotic scenes, players take helicopter

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BUENOS AIRES, DECEMBER 21

A PARADE to celebrate the Argentine World
Cup champions was abruptly cut short as
millions of people poured onto thorough-
fares, highways and overpasses in a chaotic
attempt to catch a glimpse of the national
team that won one of the great World Cup
finals of all time. So many jubilant, flag-wav-
ing fans swarmed the capital that the players
had to abandon the open-air bus transport-
ing them to Buenos Aires and board helicop-
ters for a capital flyover that the government
billed as an aerial parade.

“The world champions are flying over the
whole route on helicopters because it was
impossible to continue by land due to the ex-
plosion of people's happiness,” Gabriela
Cerruti, the spokesperson for President
Alberto Fernandez, wrote on social media.

After flying over key points of Buenos
Aires where fans had gathered, the helicop-
ters returned to the headquarters of the
Argentine Football Association outside the
capital. Some fans continued celebrating in
the streets, while others headed out of

Buenos Aires with long faces, complaining
they were unable to pay their respects to the
team that brought home the country'’s first
World Cup trophy since 1986. “We're angry
because the government didn't organize this
properly so we could all celebrate,” said
Diego Benavidez, 25, who had been waiting
since early morning to see the team.

“They stole the World Cup from us.”

Others, however, took it in stride.

“I'm not disappointed, we lived the party,”
said Nicolas Lopez, 33, who was in downtown
Buenos Aires with his 7-year-old daughter.
The parade was suspended shortly after two
people jumped from a bridge onto the open-
top bus carrying the players. One made it in-
side the bus, the other fell onto the pavement.

Football chief apologises

Football association head Claudio Tapia
blamed law enforcement for the changeup
of plans. “The same security organisms that
were escorting us are not allowing us to
move forward,” Tapia wrote on social media.

“Iapologize in the name of all the cham-
pion players.” Toward nightfall, when most of
the fans had already poured out of down-
town Buenos Aires, there were isolated
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Fans sit on the plaza of the Casa Rosada presidential palace, after waiting for hours

for ahomecoming parade of Lionel Messi’s team. AP

clashes between a few stragglers and law en-
forcemen. At least eight people were injured,
according to local media reports.

The incidents began when firefighters
went to the Obelisk, the iconic Buenos Aires
landmark that is the traditional site of cele-

brations, to evict a few people who had bro-
ken their way inside the monument.

The bus had been moving at a snail's pace
for more than four hours through the throngs
of humanity before the overland parade was
cut short. Team Captain Lionel Messi and the

rest of the players waved at the massive crowd
as they carried the World Cup trophy aloft af-
ter securing the country's third title. “This is
madness, it's indescribable,” said Brian
Andreassi, 23, as he walked downtown wear-
ing the team's jersey. “There are no words.”

The World Cup and the success of the
Messi-led squad brought much-needed
good news for a country stuck for years in
economic doldrums and suffering one of the
world's highest inflation rates, with nearly
4-in-10 people living in poverty.

“There's an immense union among all
Argentines — unity, happiness. It's as if you
can breathe another air, there's another en-
ergy in the air," said Victoria Roldan. “My
body and heart are about to burst.” Carrying
a World Cupreplica, the 32-year-old and her
36-year-old sister, Mariana, were eager to
catcha glimpse of the team and in particular
its captain, Messi. "We're dying to see him,”
Roldan said.

“Seeing him with that immense smile,
with those bright eyes filled with hope, it re-
ally fills our heart with joy and happiness. ...
[ think that Leo has deserved it for years, and
this was his moment.” The players were all
smiles as they watched the multitudes

hostling to get as close as possible to the bus.
An estimated 4 million people were in the
streets by Tuesday afternoon, according to
local media citing police sources.

“I celebrate the way the people took to
the streets to honor our squad,” President
Alberto Fernandez wrote on social media af-
ter the parade was cut short.

Celebrating fans took over highways, av-
enues and the access routes into the capital
as temperatures climbed to 30 degrees
Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit). Thousands
had set up camp since early Tuesday morn-
ing at the Obelisk.

The Argentine president declared a na-
tional holiday Tuesday so the country could
celebrate the World Cup victory. The song
“Muchachos,” which was written by a fan
and became a popular unofficial anthem for
the Argentine team at the World Cup, filled
the streets as fans joined in singing it over
and over again.

Some fans also paid tribute to Argentine
soccer legend Diego Maradona, the captain of
the 1986 squad that won the World Cup and
who died two years ago, with flags bearing
his name and face. “This is for Diego, who's
seeing it from heaven,” fans chanted.
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